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Announcing the 2017 & 2018 Choose to Read Ohio Booklist

Columbus, Ohio — April 27, 2016 — The State Library of Ohio, Ohioana Library Association, and Ohio
Center for the Book are pleased to announce the 20 books selected for the 2017 & 2018 Choose to
Read Ohio booklist.

Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO) promotes reading across Ohio by encouraging Ohioans of all ages to
read and share books by authors native to, residing in, or associated with the Buckeye State. CTRO is a
project of the State Library of Ohio and the Ohioana Library Association in collaboration with the Ohio
Center for the Book, Kent State University School of Library and Information Science, and Ohio’s libraries.

Through a biennial booklist of 20 representative ftitles for all ages, CTRO encourages libraries, schools,
families, book clubs, and others to build communities of readers and an appreciation of Ohio authors,
illustrators, and literature. Selected books are suitable for use in classrooms, libraries, bookstores, by book
discussion groups, by families, and by other groups in various community settings. Participation may be
as simple as a small group choosing to read and share a book together, or as elaborate as a
community-wide reading initiative with special events and author appearances.

CTRO booklists follow a two-calendar-year program cycle, but readers are encouraged to read and
share any current or past CTRO books at any time. Previous CTRO booklists have spotlighted ftitles by
Ohio authors and illustrators including Jacqueline Woodson, Susan Orlean, Toni Morrison, Denise Fleming,
Will Hillenbrand, Virginia Hamilton, Angela Johnson, Paula McLain, J. Patrick Lewis, Daniel Kirk, Cinda
Williams Chima, Katrina Kittle, and many others.

The 2017 & 2018 booklist was developed by an advisory committee representing schools, libraries, and
literary organizations, with input from 55 additional teachers, librarians, and other book lovers.

2017 & 2018 Choose to Read Ohio Booklist
Books for Young Children
Curious Critters: Marine by David FitzSimmons.
The Farmer’s Away! Baa! Neigh! by Anne Vittur Kennedy.
Henry Finds His Word by Lindsay Ward.
I Wanna Go Home by David Catrow (illustrator), written by Karen Kaufman Orloff.
Wind Flyers by Angela Johnson (author) & Loren Long (illustrator).

Books for Tweens/Middle Grades
Eliza Bing Is (Not) a Big Fat Quitter by Carmella Van Vieet.
Moonpenny Island by Tricia Springstubb, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.
The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall.
Winterfrost by Michelle Houts.
The Year of the Book by Andrea Cheng, illustrated by Abigail Halpin.
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Books for Teens
East by Edith Pattou.
Fat Angie by e. E. Charlton Trujillo.
There Will Be Bears by Ryan Gebhart.
The Vigilante Poets of Selwyn Academy by Kate Hattemer.
Voices from the March on Washington by J. Patrick Lewis & George Ella Lyon.

Books for Adults
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.
The Bluebird Effect: Unhcommon Bonds with Common Birds by Julie Zickefoose.
Everything | Never Told You by Celeste Ng.
The Story Hour by Thrity Umrigar.
Super Boys: The Amazing Adventures of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, The Creators of Superman
by Brad Ricca.

Each CTRO book features a downloadable toolkit available at no cost. The toolkits are packed with
ideas and resources, including an author biography, discussion questions, activities, book jacket and
author photos, and links for further exploration of the book’s themes, topics, or setting. Toolkits for all 75
CTRO titles to date are available at http://library.ohio.gov/ctro. Toolkits for the 2017 & 2018 titles will be
created and added during summer-fall 2016.
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The following people served as electors for the 2017 & 2018 CTRO booklist. They graciously offered their
fime, support, and expertise to CTRO by reading and assessing many nominated books of interest to
one or more age groups. The CTRO Advisory Board and partners are indebted to these librarians and
educators for their generous participation:

Alison Huey, Children's Librarian, Barberton Public Library

Amanda Bennett, Director, Ada Public Library

Amanda Fensch, Adult Services Manager, Westerville Public Library

Amy E. Dawson, Manager, Ohio Center for the Book and Literature Department at Cleveland
Public Library

Anne Rhodes, Teen Librarian, Mansfield/Richland County Public Library

Arin Burton, Children's Associate Librarian, Lima Public Library

Beth Savage, Preschool Teacher, St. Joan of Arc School

Brenda Gehm, Director of Library Services, Monroe Local Schools (retired)

Carol Kapostasy, M.Ed, Orange City Schools

Christina Dorr, Ph.D., Media Specialist, Hilliard City Schools

Christina Getrost, Teen Librarian, Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library

Connie Cramer, Retired Elementary Librarian/Teacher

Connie Pottle, Youth Services Manager, Delaware County District Library

Courtney Johnson, Teacher, Fort Hayes Arts and Academic High School

David Weaver, Executive Director, Ohioana Library Association

Deborah L. Dubois, Outreach Department Manager, Mansfield/Richland County Public Library
Desiree Thomas, Youth Service Supervisor, Columbus Metropolitan Library
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Donna King, Children's Librarian, Guernsey County Library, Crossroads Branch
Elaine Betting, Youth Services and Outreach Librarian Supervisor, Lorain Public Library System
Emmalee Coontz, YA Librarian, Akron Summit County Public Library, Maple Valley Branch
Eric Pfeffinger, Librarian, Toledo-Lucas County Public Library
Gail Greenberg, Media Specialist, Collinwood High School -- Cleveland Metropolitan School
District
Gregg Gassman, Library Assistant Il, State Library of Ohio
Harla Lawson, Branch Manager, Delaware County District Library
Jan Sandro, Teacher Librarian, Stebbins High School
Jan Vaughn, Assistant Director, Warren-Trumbull County Public Library
Janell A. Brown, Librarian Media Specialist, Ohio State School for the Blind
Jen Downing, Outreach Librarian, Upper Arlington Public Library
Jennifer C Young, Selection Librarian, Columbus Metropolitan Library
Jenny Oney, Information Services Specialist, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Reynoldsburg
Branch
Joy L. Miller, Library Media Specialist, Heritage Middle School - Hilliard City Schools
Judy Ignasiak, Teacher/Librarian, St. Brigid of Kildare School
Jutta Swoboda, Library Media Specialist, Lake Ridge Academy
Karen Hildebrand, Book reviewer, International Literacy Association
Kathy Shahbodaghi, Public Services Director, Columbus Metropolitan Library
Katie Porteus, District Librarian, Cardington-Lincoln Local Schools
Kim Karshner, Associate Professor of English, Lorain County Community College
Krista Tokarz, Children's Librarian, Cuyahoga County Public Library
Lisa Patrick, University Trainer, The Ohio State University
Margaret Steyer, Second Grade Teacher, Hopewell-Loudon Elementary School
Maria Simon, Head of Youth Services, Wood County District Public Library
Mary Plews, Teen Specialist, Toledo Lucas County Public Library
Meg Brown, Director of Children's Education, Thurber House
Megan Chrusciel, Adult Services Librarian, Westerville Public Library
Melissa O'Brien, 6th-8t Grade ELA Teacher, Blessed Sacrament School
Michelle Garver, Youth Services Librarian, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Reynoldsburg Branch
Rebecca Gilsdorf, First Grade Teacher, St. Joan of Arc School
Robin Sanders, Fourth Grade Teacher, St. Bernadette School
Sara Wirick, Fourth Grade Classroom Teacher, Blessed Sacrament School
Sarah Granville, Teen Services Librarian, Barberton Public Library
Stephanie Miles, Media Specialist, Hilliard City Schools
Stephanie Myers, Intervention Specialist, Pandora-Gilboa Schools
Steve Moser, Teen Services Coordinator, Dayton Metro Library
Terry Lambert, Children's Librarian, Barberton Public Library
Vicky Schmairr, Reference Specialist, Delaware County District Library
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