A Universe of Stories: The 2019 Summer Library Program Evaluation Report

By Janet Ingraham Dwyer, Library Consultant—Youth Services
State Library of Ohio
Ohio public libraries had a blast—make
that a blast-off!—last summer, as the
space-themed “A Universe of Stories”
Summer Library Program (SLP) theme
got communities exploring the skies and
enjoying lots of down-to-earth reading.
Each year, librarians spend hours upon
hours planning for SLP, sometimes as
early as October and November. Come
summer, they roll out impressive lineups
of offerings including special programs,
creative decorations, and a self-directed challenge for community members
to meet a goal. This could be a certain
number of minutes, days, pages, or books
read, or a selection of fun and educational activities including reading as well as
attending library programs, creative pursuits, movement, online exploration, and
more.

Most libraries group all these opportunities under a unifying theme. Some libraries develop their own SLP themes, but
most use the annual theme of the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP),
a consortium of U.S. states and territories that uses the buying power of all its
members to provide high-quality SLP
materials for public libraries at low cost.
The 2019 program, "A Universe of Stories," took a space theme in conjunction
with the 50th anniversary of the Apollo
moon landing. According to Allison Burton at the North Adams Branch of Adams
County Public Library, this theme “was
a big hit for both children and teens. It
taught them about space and made them
aware of the 50th anniversary of Apollo
11.” Elaine Betting at Lorain Public Library System added that the enthusiasm
wasn’t exclusive to the young, as adults
who remembered it “were eager to share

their stories of the moon landing.”
The space theme encouraged lots of
STEM programming and exploration
of Ohio’s many connections to space exploration and inspired some very cool
incentives. Maria F. Selak reported that
“because our readers exceeded the goal
of 1300 hours read, the Girard Free Library Children's Department name will
be on a microchip traveling on NASA'S
Mars Rover 2020!“ At Bellevue Public
Library, Charlene Tolbert wrote that 270
people “braved terrible weather to attend
our mobile planetarium program hosted
by Drake Planetarium. Most children
had never experienced anything like that
show and spent the rest of the summer
learning about stars and planets. Several
families even purchased their own telescopes to study the stars at home!”

L to R: 2019 CSLP Children, Teen, and Adult posters.
For “A Universe of Stories”: Leeza Hernandez is the artist for the children’s and early literacy program artwork. Antonio Caparo is the artist for the teen
program, and Larry Jones is the artist for the adult program.

What a perfect chance to celebrate A Universe of Stories amidst Auglaize County's
50th Anniversary Celebration of the Moon
Landing in Neil Armstrong's own hometown! Our communities have been preparing for this event for years, and we were
thrilled to find CSLP's theme fit superbly
within our county commemoration. This
year's Summer Reading Program was the
ultimate convergence of literacy, STEM
learning, imaginative play, and sky/space
exploration. It allowed opportunities for
connecting with our local Armstrong Air
& Space Museum, our Astronomical Society, robotics and coding classes, local
authors, and visiting performers. This
year we signed up more readers than ever
before here in Auglaize County and the
excitement (shared by kids and staff) was
palpable. Parents and grandparents gave
us heart-warming compliments, like "this
is the best program we've ever been in," and
"I can't believe we have so much available
right here in our county," and "I drive my
grandkids here every chance I get." And
of course, the faces of our mini-astronaut
readers when they accomplished their
reading goals were certainly worth all the
work and preparation.
Kristine Spyker, Auglaize County Public
District Library System

The State Library of Ohio asks public librarians to complete an annual Ohio SLP
Evaluation Survey at summer’s end. All
responding Ohio public libraries offered
an SLP for children, and most also provided an SLP for teens (94% of respondents)
and adults (89% of respondents). Nearly
half (46%) provide a separate early literacy program for young children and their
families.
In 2019, 477,349 people participated*
in Ohio public libraries’ SLPs,
including:
• 310,808 children
• 65,526 teens
• 101,015 adults
Adult participation has been growing
statewide for several years. Kristin Hyde
at Pickerington Public Library reflected on

Marysville Public Library provided over 9,900 meals to children through the Summer Food Service
Program. State Representative Tracy Richardson (in red) was among the many volunteers who
served lunches to the community.

her library’s experience: “We focused on
encouraging parents to sign up for summer reading, making it very clear it was
for all ages. We enticed other adults to
sign up with adult-specific prizes. Children were excited to see their parent sign
up for Summer Reading with them.”
Libraries are also defining participation
in new and expanded ways, for inclusivity
and to attract more people to the library
during the summer. Participation may
mean attending programs, turning in
raffle entries or book reviews, or checking
in at the library. While many libraries offer traditional registration and tracking
toward completion of a summer reading
challenge, they are “more focused on how
many families we bring into our library
each summer—especially new families,”
as Brenda K. Miller at New Madison Public Library put it.
Counting participation was easy for Allyson Copper at Franklin-Springboro
Public Library: “For the children's and
teen programs, we determine the number
of participants by counting the number
of prizes we have left over at the end of
the program. For the adult program, this

year we had a trivia contest. Adult readers turned in trivia sheets, so we know
the number of people who participated by
counting the trivia sheets returned to the
library.” At Tiffin-Seneca Public Library,
“children filled out a star with their name
to display in the entrance of the library,
then the stars were counted,” according to
Ashley Meece. And at the Public Library
of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Lisa
Soper reported that participants are encouraged to “check in weekly using a passport. One of the goals of our programs is to
keep customers engaged with the Library
throughout the summer, and this new format is helping us to accomplish that goal.”
In 2019, total attendance at Ohio
library programs and events related
to SLP was 1,100,010**, including:
• 783,957 attendees at children’s
programs
• 61,631 at teen programs
• 115,392 at adult programs
• 149,030 at all-ages programs
The many storytimes, drop-in creative activities, special events, performances, and
other programs that libraries offer during
Summer continued on p. 16

Mr. Ralph from OH WOW! Children's Museum demonstrated science concepts with the assistance of young volunteers from the audience at Girard
Free Library.

Entertainer Erica Carlson brought her magic show to the Marysville
Public Library.

*The State Library now collects the number of people who “participated” in SLP, as the library defines participation, instead of the number “registered,” in response
to the increasing diversity of SLP frameworks, including SLP without traditional individual registration. 23 of 251 Ohio public library systems did not respond to the
2019 survey, so their SLP participation and program attendance are not reflected in this report.
**These numbers are total attendance at responding libraries’ SLP-related library programs (storytimes, performers, parties, etc.). It is not expected that these
numbers indicate unique attendees, because of the likelihood that individuals attended multiple programs.
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Participants posed during an Astronaut Training Camp program at
Athens County Public Libraries.

the summer bring in the numbers, but
more importantly, they have a genuine
and positive impact on participants and
communities. Karen Moore shared that
Forest-Jackson Public Library expanded
its SLP in 2019 to add programs to two additional small villages in its district: “The
programs we were able to bring to these
communities are nearly the only learning
opportunities and family fun available.”
Allyson Copper at Franklin-Springboro
Public Library reflected that the city of
Springboro is a high-growth area in the
library’s service district: “New families
are moving into the area all the time.
Our elementary schools are bursting at
the seams. It is so wonderful to see all the
new families come into the library during
the summer and jump right into the Summer Reading Program. They love that we
offer these incentives and programs that
get their children excited about reading
and about the library. It's a great way to
welcome new families to the area.”
Library programs bring diverse audiences together and draw people to the
library. Taryn Lentes at Athens County
Public Libraries recounted that “one of
the most rewarding experiences of the
summer was during a Breakout Box program. Directly behind one of our branches is a school for autistic children, and we
are lucky enough to have them visit us often. It was wonderful to see the students
working together with other attendees to
find the clues and open the locks. Their
many strengths were on full display and
everyone had a great time. I particularly love breakout programs because ownership is in the children's hands. The library gives them an opportunity to work
as a team in a self-directed way to solve
a problem. The group solved the puzzle
with 15 minutes to spare!”
Loudonville Public Library featured a
“question of the day,” as Kristin Wilson
explains: “Every day children and teens
could answer an open-ended question to
receive a ticket towards the weekly prize
drawing. So many parents told us they
made more trips to the library this summer because their kids BEGGED to stop
so they could answer the question of the

A team worked together to crack a breakout box at a branch of Athens
County Public Libraries.

day.” At Napoleon Public Library, numerous partnerships enabled a wide variety
of programs, according to Alain Miller:
“Maumee Valley Guidance Center put on
weekly programming for our younger patrons through Dinosaur School and Safe
& Caring to promote emotional, academic, and social growth. The facilitator of a
local planetarium presented to children
and their families. A Planet Kind project
helped promote goodwill toward others in
our community. A downtown scavenger
hunt got families out and about in our
community and helped strengthen our
partnerships with many businesses in
our downtown area. All of these activities allow children to express themselves,
learn and discover something new, and
promote kindness toward others. The
children come to the library with enthusiasm for the various activities and are
excited to discover more on their own.”

Kate McCartney reported that Marysville Public Library served 9,902 lunches
over 44 days out of a single location.

The best part of the summer for me is when
I realized that I had one child who was
coming to both the afternoon and evening
programs even though they were the same
activity. She was just having a really fun
time and was making new friends at each
one.
Rachel Strahm
Delphos Public Library

Our Sandy Valley location hosted the SFSP
and had great success. It was in partnership with the school district in that area.
They gave out 1,962 lunches and food totes,
in addition to planning fun programming
around the program like special guest
speakers, touch and feel animal programs,
passive programs with Legos, ball pits, and
art activities. Three of our urban locations
also hosted a community food program
where they gave out backpacks of donated
food.
Julia Shaheen
Stark County District Library

In addition to all this programming,
60 Ohio public library systems reported serving summer meals or snacks in
2019, either through the USDA Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP) or other
arrangements. An additional 12 systems
reported that their locations were not
SFSP sites, but provided library services
to SFSP sites in their community, such as
outreach programming, SLP registration
and prize distribution, or library card
sign-ups. According to Ohio Department
of Education records, 146 individual Ohio
library locations served as SFSP sites in
2019. Among them, Loudonville Public
Library served both breakfast and lunch
for nine weeks, according to Kristin Wilson, and Brown County Public Library
provided take-home backpacks of food
at one branch, as well as SFSP at two
branches, according to Megan Stewart.
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Along with the many libraries providing
meals through SFSP, others worked with
local agencies to offer food to patrons outside the federal program. Karen Moore
noted that Forest-Jackson Public Library
“partnered with local churches to provide
a free family lunch following each of our
eight programs.” Sharon Leali at Jackson
City Library shared that “Our local TLC
Ministries provides a snack and drink for
children under 18 on program days.” And
Marja McGuire at Defiance Public Library reflected that “we were very thankful to be able to provide snacks to the kids
at the library, some of whom are there all
day, at any time we saw fit, through the
generous donation of our Women's Giving
Circle.”

Few things about SLP provoke more passion than the topic of prizes. What to offer,
how to budget, how to solicit donations,
and whether prizes encourage participation are all surefire conversation-starters
at SLP workshops. Librarians are demonstrating great creativity and inventiveness in this area. Pemberville Public
Library replaced small toy prizes with
a “Read and Bead” program, with incentives of beads and brag tags. Kathy Barrow at Stony Ridge Branch explained that
“the kids set a goal of how much they were
going to read this summer. When they recorded their [reading] time, they would
get beads for their chains, and when they

Way Public Library hosted a comedy show
with Mr. Pickles. Melissa Tallis wrote “I don't
know if I've ever heard so much laughter
during a performance.”

Coshocton Public Library’s publicity skit for schools featured a comical astronaut who failed to
READ the proper manuals and had to be supported by Mission Control! Astronaut Cyndi Shutt is a
library programmer. Mission Control Amanda Gress is a library programming assistant.

when they reached their goal they would
get a brag tag. Some kids met their goals
and then set another goal to get another
brag tag.” Laurel Rakas added that “the
children were VERY motivated by earning beads and brag tags,” but another
notable aspect of Pemberville’s program
was that participants were encouraged to
set their own goals, rather than everyone
working toward a single goal set by the library. Several other libraries have moved
to individual goals, including Westerville
and Pickerington. Kristin Hyde at Pickerington noted that the library “worked
hard to encourage families to create
healthy reading habits together by having families create their own reading
goals and challenges.”

Such prizes as school supplies can be
more significant than many realize, especially for SLP participants who have
limited resources. Lisa Soper at Cincinnati shared a comment from a branch
manager who had awarded a prize of a
$50 Kroger gift card: "One of our first
Summer Adventure Prizes was won by
a woman who burst into tears when she
realized she could choose the Kroger gift
card. She didn’t have enough money to
make it through to her next paycheck to
get food for her family, so she was understandably a bit overwhelmed and really
appreciative!"

Cassie Palmer at the Kate Love Simpson
Morgan County Library was “pleasantly surprised at the feedback we received
from parents about our new prize procedure. We used to give out little "trinkets" every week or after reading to a
certain goal. This year we gave each child
three prizes: a book of their choice; a better-quality prize from our prize box, such
as a game, piggy bank, or craft kit; and a
bag of school supplies, graciously donated
by our local hospice group.” Loudonville
Public Library also found school supplies
to be a hit. Kristin Wilson reported that
Loudonville “had three weekly prizes of
backpacks filled with school supplies. I
could not believe how excited the kids &
teens were for these prizes. One of the
teen winners said ‘YES! That is the only
prize I wanted, and I didn't even cheat
this year!’”

That is an example of a prize that made
a profound difference. Other ways of rewarding SLP participants can also have a
huge impact. Melissa Tallis at Way Public
Library reported that 2019 was “the third
year that we've incorporated local charities into our Summer Reading Program,
starting with the Build a Better World
theme. We had a big Summer Reading
kickoff party with games, crafts, and a
bounce house. We have each of three charities there so families could meet them.
Then we had a big Summer Reading display with information about the charities,
where kids could place a sticker (earned
by reading) as their vote for which charity they want to win the most money. The
first place charity received a $250 donation, second place received $150, and
third received $100. The kids really enjoy
putting their stickers on the wall display,
and we haven't had complaints that our
program is mostly prize-less.”

This year we tried to think of an incentive
that would not be immediately contributing
to a landfill. We know that kids enjoy collecting things, so we tried to think of something
they could collect that wouldn't irritate
their parents. We decided to go with a lanyard and pinback buttons that the children
could earn. This year, we had the children
complete tasks to earn "mission badges"
(buttons) as though they were astronauts.
We tried to pick tasks that wouldn't overwhelm parents, so a lot of the tasks were
things they might do anyway. (The parents
also liked that we added "clean your room
without being asked" as a possible task.)
We also made sure that the tasks could
be adapted for younger children, and that
parents knew they could adapt the tasks
as needed. We had overwhelmingly positive
feedback from nearly all of the parents, and
even our kids who are not terribly enthusiastic about reading had fun seeing which
missions they could accomplish. A lot of our
kids proudly wore their mission badges all
summer, and although a few have been lost,
none of them have been thrown away!
Heather Tiffany
Galion Public Library

As libraries prepare for the 2020 “Imagine Your Story” SLP, this look back at
2019 affirms that whatever the theme,
Ohio public libraries give their communities a universe of fun, learning, and opportunity every summer.

This report describes 2019 Ohio public library summer library programs. 228 of 251 Ohio
public library systems reported their 2019 SLP results using the Ohio SLP Evaluation Survey.
Evaluative comments and suggestions from this survey are shared with the Collaborative Summer
Library Program, Regional Library Systems, Ohio State Fair, Armstrong Museum, and Ohio
Renaissance Festival as appropriate. Additional comments or suggestions about Ohio Summer
Library Program resources are welcome at any time. Contact library consultant Janet Ingraham
Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov or 614-644-6910 to share your feedback, or if you would like a
copy of the complete survey results.
Permission to quote from surveys was granted by each survey respondent quoted. Permission to
publish photos was granted by Athens County Public Libraries, Coshocton Public Library, Girard
Free Library, Marysville Public Library, and Way Public Library.
2019 CSLP early literacy poster
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