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Message from the State Librarian  

In 2017, the State Library of Ohio celebrated its 200 years of service to the State of 

Ohio.  I am proud to be able to say that the State Library is one of Ohio’s oldest state 

agencies and one of the oldest state library agencies in the country.  The State Library 

of Ohio was established in 1817 to serve the information needs of Ohio’s state 

government, and it continues to fulfill that role today by providing a wide range of 

services to Ohio legislators, elected officials, and government employees.  The State 

Library’s role has expanded and evolved over the past 200 years so that today it offers a 

broad array of library and information services not only to members of state 

government, but also to public, school, higher education, and special libraries, and 

makes a number of direct and indirect services available to all Ohioans. 

The State Library’s Bicentennial Open House on August 4, 2017, attended by 304 

people, was certainly a high point in what was a very busy year.  Like most years, 2017 

was a year filled with great successes and a few challenges.   First, a look at some of our 

successes: 

 The State Library Board experienced a change at the beginning of the year when Dr. Tracy Najera was 

appointed to the Board by the State Board of Education for a five-year term. 

 State Library staff led the third year of Guiding Ohio Online, made possible in part by grant funding from 

ServeOhio.  Our vision for this initiative, which targets populations in rural Ohio, is for every Ohioan to 

develop the digital skills necessary to fully participate in e-government, search and apply for jobs online, 

understand the risks and benefits of online financial transactions including shopping, banking, and tax 

preparation, connect with family online, and protect personal information in the digital age.  Over the three 

years of the program, nearly 40,000 people living in rural, high poverty areas of the state received training. 

 In March, the State Library hosted the First Annual Student Art Show, featuring works of art created by 

students from the Ohio State School for the Blind.  

 Also in March, the State Library hosted the first of three in-person training sessions for ILEADUSA-Ohio, a 

program that teaches librarians to work with each other, develop their leadership skills, and use participatory 

and emerging technologies to solve a clear problem in their community.  Additional sessions were held in July 

and October. 

 2017 was the year when the Ohio Digital Network, Ohio’s service hub for the Digital Public Library of America, 

moved from the planning stage to the implementation stage.  

 In August, the State Library of Ohio was proud to host the Annual Continuing Education Forum, bringing 

together CE Coordinators from other state libraries across the country for several days of sharing, learning, 

and planning 

 The Ohio Digital Library, which provides downloadable eBooks and other digital content to customers of 179 

libraries across Ohio, experienced a record 3.9 million downloads in 2017. 

In spite of the many highlights occurring in 2017, the second half of the year proved to be challenging due to a 

13.57% reduction in operating funds for the State Library.  This reduction in funding meant reducing the number 

of State Library staff and cutting back on purchasing print and electronic resources for the Library’s collections.   

For 200 years, the State Library of Ohio has initiated and led programs and services that have supported Ohio’s 

libraries, state government, and Ohioans of all ages.  The State Library Board, administration, and staff are 

extremely proud of and committed to the work we do.  We look forward to the opportunities and the exciting 

projects we’ll undertake in the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Beverly Cain 

State Librarian 

Beverly Cain 

State Librarian of Oho 
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Clockwise from top left: A page from the original accession book for the State Library of Ohio in 

1817; a portion of the display commemorating the State Library’s Bicentennial; Institute of 

Museum and Library Services Director Kathryn Matthew, keynote speaker at the Bicentennial 

Celebration; Deputy Director Jim Bradley, Government Publishing Office, featured speaker at 

the Bicentennial Celebration; Copies of the new book, The State Library at 200. 

The State Library of Ohio celebrated 200 years of library service in Ohio this year. As one of the 

earliest state agencies created, the State Library’s history is intricately entwined in the history and 

legacy of the state of Ohio—its people, cultural heritage, government, education, and libraries. The 

Bicentennial Celebration marked a significant historical milestone for the State Library of Ohio, 

libraries in Ohio, and the state and its people. 

The Bicentennial Celebration  included in person, and online interactive exhibits featuring 

historical materials, publication of a book, and a culminating open house celebration held August 

4th. 

The State Library at 200 
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Highlights of 2017 

In October 2016, the State Library’s application to 

become Ohio’s Digital Public Library of America 

(DPLA) service hub was approved.  DPLA is an online 

portal that brings together the riches of America’s 

libraries, archives, museums, and other cultural 

heritage institutions by providing access to the 

records of digital materials from these institutions. 

Service hubs gather the records from institutions 

within a given region to pass these records to DPLA. 

As the administrator for the Ohio service hub, the 

Ohio Digital Network, the State Library has the 

responsibility to aggregate digital content, provide 

training, and promote DPLA and local 

content.  Calendar year 2017 was spent on staffing, 

governance issues, promotional activities, and 

working with DPLA on hub details. Three staff 

members were hired to oversee the ODN project—a 

library consultant, a metadata librarian, and a 

software specialist.  Those staff gave presentations on 

ODN and DPLA at 13 events.   

2017 was the third and final year for the ServeOhio 

grant which allowed eligible rural public libraries to 

apply for funds to host an AmeriCorps member for 

one year.  Entitled Guiding Ohio Online, AmeriCorps 

members assisted libraries with computer 

instruction, technology-focused community outreach, 

hands-on help, and other technology related duties.  

Program activities focused primarily on workforce 

development and digital literacy.  For the final year 

(September 2016 – August, 2017), instructors at the 

30 participating public libraries conducted 12,361 

consultations with patrons.  Because of the impact of 

the ServeOhio Guiding Ohio Online program as well 

as the continued need for such a program, the State 

Library transitioned the program to Library Services 

and Technology Act funding.  The new funding model, 

which allows eligible libraries to hire a dedicated 

technology trainer, began October 1, 2017 with 21 

public libraries participating.   

 

Federal Preservation Steward 

The State Library of Ohio signed a Memorandum of 

Agreement with the U.S. Government Publishing 

Office (GPO) to become a Preservation Steward 

library in GPO’s Federal Information Preservation 

Network (FIPNet). Under this agreement, the State 

Library of Ohio pledges to permanently preserve a 

complete print Bound Congressional Record 

collection, beginning with Vol. 1, 43rd Congress 

(1873).  

“GPO welcomes The State Library of Ohio...into this 

important program of maintaining Government 

information in all platforms,” said GPO Director 

Davita Vance-Cooks.  

 

New York Times 

The State Library of Ohio was featured in the New 

York Times article, Free Lunch at the Library, 

published July 30, 2017. “Last year, Ohio had 133 

library branches serving U.S.D.A.-funded food, up 

from 88 in 2014. ‘It’s been a significant mindshift,’ 

said Janet Ingraham Dwyer, the youth services 

consultant at the State Library of Ohio. ‘A lot of our 

buildings not long ago had signs saying ‘No food 

allowed.’”  

 

Partnership with Ohio Attorney General 

In 2017, the State Library 

of Ohio and Ohio Attorney 

General Mike DeWine 

announced a new effort 

aimed at increasing 

awareness about opioid 

abuse and addiction. 

During the Ohio Library 

Council Convention and 

Expo in Dayton, DeWine 

announced the State 

Library of Ohio will be 

distributing  opioid 

addiction awareness posters to Ohio’s 251 public 

library systems and 146 academic libraries at higher 

education institutions. 

“It is incredibly important that we reach as many 

people as we can to alert them to the signs of 

addiction and the signs of an overdose,” DeWine said 

in a press release. “By displaying these posters in 

libraries across Ohio, we can continue to spread the 

word about this devastating epidemic.”  
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Where the Funds 

Come From 

Acronyms 

SEO—Serving Every Ohioan 

PLF—Public Library Fund 

LSTA—Library Services and Technology Act 
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Where the Funds Go 

Acronyms 

SEO—Serving Every Ohioan 

PLF—Public Library Fund 

LSTA—Library Services and Technology Act 
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Seventy competitive Library Services & Technology grants were implemented 

by libraries in 2017. Exemplary projects include:  

Girl Engineers—Cleveland Heights-University 

Heights Public Library 

Girl Engineers served as a mentoring/S.T.E.M 

evening program for girls ages 12 to16. Preteen teen 

and teenage girls were partnered with mentors and 

spent 90 minutes a week engineering and 

programming robots; coding and creating their own 

video games; and creating whatever their minds can 

imagine.  

 

STEM Squad—Louisville Public Library & Louisville 

City School District 

Creating an innovative model of collaboration 

between the Louisville Public Library and the 

Louisville City School District, the STEM Squad after

-school program for 4th through 8th graders allowed 

STEM to be taught in a fun/relaxed environment that 

the school cannot provide to their students due to 

lack of time throughout the school day. In a 

community where no academic after-school 

programming is offered by the schools, this 

partnership and collaboration enables students to 

continue to learn after their school day is complete.   

 

If These Streets Could Talk—Willoughby-Eastlake 

Public Library 

The Willoughby-Eastlake Public Library (WEPL) 

partnered with the Eastlake Police Department, 

Eastlake Middle School, and Outspoken Literacy 

Consultants to develop a poetry program that 

brought at-risk students and police officers together 

through creative writing. A total of 3 Eastlake Police 

officers and 18 students met with Outspoken Literacy 

Consultants where they wrote on the topics of ‘My 

Best Day’ and ‘My Worst Day.’ The last meeting took 

place at Eastlake Middle School where the police 

officers and students combined their work to create 

‘Poems for Two Voices.’ The students and the police 

officers took turns standing up together to read their 

poetry aloud to the class, teachers, school principal, 

and Eastlake Police Chief. 

Book Trailer Creator Program—Jackson Local 

Schools 

After reading a book in class (as part of the 

curriculum) or a book checked out from the library for 

pleasure reading, 5th grade students created video 

book trailers using WeVideo.com, iPads, and green 

screens. Lessons were administered by the Library 

Media Specialist both in person and using Google 

Classroom. Book Trailers were showcased in a film 

festival and students voted on overall winners for the 

year.  

 

Teen Digital Media Lab—Cleveland Heights– 

University Heights Public Library 

The Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 

Library (CHUHPL) created a digital media lab for 

teens grades 8-12, and designed an 8-week program 

called "Teen Music Makerspace" where at-risk youth 

gained knowledge of technological skills related to 

mixing and music production. Through outcomes and 

observation, this project has made a positive impact 

on the lives of youth in the community, providing 

value to the library’s strategic plan and first-hand 

evidence of the significance of developing programs 

with the goal of true community impact in mind. 
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