
MINUTES 
STATE LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

October 20, 2022 
 
 
The State Library Board met October 20, 2022, in the Lucas Room of the State Library, 274 East 
First Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43201. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The business meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Julia Ward, Executive Secretary to the State Librarian’s Office, called the roll. State Library Board 
members present were: Mr. Alan Hall, President; Ms. Janet Carleton, Vice-President; Ms. Laurie 
Gemmill Arp; Ms. Theresa Fredericka; Mr. Andrew Wichterman and Ms. Wendy Knapp, Secretary.  
 
Visitors present were: Don Yarman, Ohio Public Library Information Network; Christine Morris, Ohio 
Public Library Information Network; Daniel Nunner, Ohio Attorney General’s Office; Nancy 
Kirkpatrick, OhioNet; Jay Smith, Ohio Library Council; Mike Gray, Public Library of Steubenville 
and Jefferson County; and Michelle Francis, Ohio Library Council. 
  
State Library staff members present were: Julia Ward, Kirstin Krumsee, Nicole Merriman, Erin Kelsey, 
Evan Struble, Tracy Grimm, Jeff Regensburger, Jay Miley, John Stewart, Penelope Shumaker, Elissa 
Lawrence, Janet Ingraham Dwyer, Marsha McDevitt-Stredney, Ann Watson, and Phil Willke. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Ms. Carleton moved (M-27-22) that the minutes of the July 21, 2022, Board Meeting be approved. 
 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There was no Public Participation. 
 
LSTA REPORT 
Northstar Digital Literacy Grant 
Evan Struble, Associate State Librarian for Library Development, reminded the Board that the 
Northstar Digital Literacy Initiative was originally funded with 2021 American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds granted to Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN). Mr. Struble introduced 
Christine Morris, Digital Services Manager at OPLIN, who provided the Board with a funding 
request for the continuation of the Northstar Digital Literacy Initiative. She explained that it is a 
multi-faceted digital literacy tool, and it includes literacy assessments, online learning modules, and 
prepared curriculum for staff to use in patron interactions. Ms. Morris shared that the project has had 
an impact on libraries of all sizes all over the state. Ninety libraries are actively using the 
subscription. She explained that the project has also attracted the attention of other state agencies. 
Ms. Arp asked if Ms. Morris envisioned Northstar as a longer-term program that will need continued 
funding. Ms. Morris said that they will go year-by-year to determine funding needs. She explained 
that some libraries are only now learning about the initiative. Ms. Arp suggested thinking about 
partnerships for long-term funding. Ms. Fredericka asked how schools may participate. Ms. Morris 
explained that the current license only covers public libraries, but schools can partner with public 
libraries to participate.  
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Ms. Fredericka moved (M-28-22) that an FFY 2022 Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
grant in the amount of $66,000 be awarded to the Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN) 
to support Northstar Digital Literacy, a Training project, for the period of November 1, 2022 – 
September 30, 2023. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
ILEAD USA – Ohio  
Mr. Struble gave the Board a brief history of the ILEAD USA – Ohio program, which started in 2013 
with a Laura Bush Grant to Illinois. Illinois in turn pulled in partners from other states, including 
Ohio. The program continued in 2017 and 2019 using LSTA funds. Mr. Struble explained that 
ILEAD USA – Ohio is a team-based leadership program. The teams work to address a particular 
issue. They are guided by mentors and addressed by state and nationally known speakers. OhioNet 
has been a longtime partner of the State Library for this program. Erin Kelsey, Library Consultant for 
Library Development, formed a planning committee which rebranded and rethought the way ILEAD 
USA – Ohio would run in its next iteration. Because of rising costs of many things, the program will 
require more funds this year than in the past. Ms. Arp expressed that she loved the program and 
asked if Mr. Struble is hearing of people willing to step up as mentors. Mr. Struble replied that he has 
and that alumni have been talking up the program. Ms. Carleton asked if there is a back-up plan if in-
person meeting is not possible because of a worsening of the pandemic. Mr. Struble replied that they 
could pivot to a hybrid option if they needed to. Ms. Carleton asked if a hybrid option would be 
offered as a course of the regular program. Mr. Struble explained that after three years of virtual 
options, the planning committee would like to stick with the in-person plan. Ms. Arp commented that 
from an equity perspective, more people could participate virtually, but the time together is what 
makes the ILEAD USA – Ohio program special. Mr. Wichterman asked how many teams would be 
participating in the program. Mr. Struble said that four to five teams is the preference, but five to six 
teams may be possible. 
 
Ms. Arp moved (M-29-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant of up to 
$45,000 from FFY22 funds be awarded to OhioNet to support the first two sessions of the 2023 
ILEAD USA – Ohio program, a Training project, for the period of November 1, 2022 – August 31, 
2023. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
LSTA Five-Year Plan 2023-2027 
Mr. Struble shared with the Board that the evaluation of the State Library’s LSTA Five-Year Plan 
2018-2022 and the LSTA Five-Year Plan 2023-2027 were approved by IMLS. The plan includes 
new goals of Learning: Educating Ohioans for Success; Building Community Capacity and 
Engagement; and Strengthening Libraries. Mr. Struble explained that a marketing blitz is planned to 
promote the new plan. He mentioned that because of the way funding years fall, the State Library is 
still covered under the previous five-year plan. Ms. Fredericka congratulated Mr. Struble on putting 
together the plan and said that the evaluation is good documentation of how libraries endured the 
pandemic. Mr. Hall commented on the increase of libraries as social organizations and how the role 
of libraries is changing. Mr. Struble agreed. Ms. Arp said that the evaluation was impressive and 
reflected on the amazing work the State Library has done. She asked Mr. Struble if he was bothered 
by the evaluation taking place before the end of the five-year plan. Mr. Struble said yes, and it is a 
common complaint. The next five-year plan will begin October 1, 2023. Mr. Wichterman 
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commended Mr. Struble on the excellent work, and asked about potential programs for the new 
goals. Mr. Struble replied that there will likely be initiatives around the library’s social role. 
 
STATE LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 
Board Development—State Budget Process 
Stephen Riester, the State Library’s Budget Analyst at the Office of Budget and Management 
(OBM), gave a presentation to the Board about the State of Ohio’s budget process. Mr. Riester 
explained that the process begins in the summer with the release of budget guidance for state 
agencies by OBM. He explained that the budget is biennial and runs from July 1 to June 30. After 
agencies submit their budget proposals, they undergo a technical review at OBM. He said that 
governor releases their version of the budget, which is called the blue book. Agencies testify first in 
front of the Ohio House of Representatives, then the Ohio Senate. Mr. Riester explained that the 
House and Senate make changes to the budget and meet in Conference Committee to work out 
differences between the two versions. The budget has to be completed and signed before June 30 so 
that it can be implemented on July 1. Ms. Arp commented that with the pass-through funds that the 
State Library has, it looks like the budget is larger than it really is. Mr. Riester replied that through 
testimonies and the budget bill, those funds are explained.  
 
Ms. Knapp gave the Board an update on several items of interest. She shared that she was contacted 
by Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence (OCALI) about a possible partnership with libraries to 
help expand access to materials and assistive technologies that can provide support to children and 
caregivers. She also shared that the GE talking book repair group is moving locations in January 
2023. Ms. Knapp told the Board that the Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled’s (OLBPD) 
new recording booth has arrived. She also shared that she toured the Ohio Center for the Book, who 
is doing more outreach and also collaborated with the Indiana Center for the Book on a podcast. 
Finally, she shared that State Library staff members Phil Willke, Stephanie Michaels, and Josh Jones 
have all received national recognition by the Medical Library Association (MLA) for earning Level 2 
Consumer Health Information Specialization (CHIS) certificates.    
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County Reclassification 
Kirstin Krumsee, Library Consultant for Data and Research, presented the Board with a request from 
the Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County to be reclassified as a county district library. 
The service population of the library will not change. Ms. Carleton commented that this is a good 
thing for the library. Ms. Fredericka asked if there are many other libraries who could change their 
classification. Ms. Krumsee explained that there are some, but they don’t necessarily want to change.  
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-30-22) that the State Library Board proposes that the Public Library 
of Steubenville and Jefferson County be reclassified as a county district library serving the 
following: 

 
those portions of the Buckeye Local, Edison Local, Harrison Hills City, Indian Creek 
Local, Southern Local, Steubenville City, and Toronto City School Districts located 
within Jefferson county. 
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Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Ms. Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. 
Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” Mr. Hall abstained. 
 
Consumer Advisory Committee Nominations 
Tracy Grimm, Manager of Circulation and Special Services, presented the Board with a list of 
appointees to the State Library’s Talking Book Advisory Committee, as well as their qualifications. 
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-31-22) that the following persons be appointed to the State Library’s 
Talking Book Consumer Advisory Committee for a three-year term, November 1, 2022 – October 
31, 2025:   
 
 Dave Bertsch (Re-Appointment) 

Katie Frederick (Re-Appointment) 
Irwin Hott (Re-Appointment) 
Allison Howell (New Appointment) 
Beth Levine (Re-Appointment) 
Elizabeth Sammons (Re-Appointment) 

 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
State Library Board Nominations 
Julia Ward, Executive Secretary to the State Librarian’s Office, explained that State Library Board 
President Alan Hall’s term on the Board ends December 31, and he is not seeking reappointment. 
She asked the Board to choose two State Library Board nominees to be sent to the Board of 
Education for appointment consideration. The Board decided unanimously to recommend the 
appointment of Gabe Crenshaw to the State Library Board, with Jeffrey Winkle being the second 
choice. 
 
New Employee Introduction 
Ms. Knapp introduced Jeff Regensburger, Library Consultant and LSTA Coordinator, to the Board. 
She told the Board that Mr. Regensburger started in his new position at the State Library on August 
29 and hit the ground running. He came to the State Library from Worthington Libraries where he 
was most recently a branch manager. Ms. Knapp said that the State Library is excited to have Mr. 
Regensburger on its staff. 
 
Retirement Resolutions 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-32-22) for adoption of the following resolution:  
 
A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Beverly Cain upon her retirement from the  
State Library of Ohio. 
 
WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has provided exemplary leadership to the State Library of Ohio as State 
Librarian for nearly ten years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has been a leader throughout her 35-year career in Ohio libraries, 
working as the manager of Reference and Adult Services at the Medina County District Library, as 
Branch Manager at the Upper Arlington Public Library, and as the Director of the Portsmouth Public 
Library; and 
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WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has served on a multitude of library and community organizations 
including as past president of the Ohio Library Council Board and past president of the Portsmouth 
Rotary Club, demonstrating her strong commitment to both the Ohio Library community and the 
local community at large; and 
 
WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has guided the State Library of Ohio through difficult budgetary 
constraints, while implementing new strategic initiatives and maintaining high staff morale, as 
demonstrated by the recognition as a Top Workplace by Columbus CEO in 2014 and 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has implemented a strategic plan with a vision of a Smarter Ohio, 
focusing on expanding statewide resource sharing and collaboration, including implementing 
statewide library programs like Guiding Ohio Online, a digital literacy education program for adults 
in rural areas; using special LSTA grants to encourage and assist libraries to join an existing library 
consortium and supporting the Library Leadership Ohio and ILEAD-Ohio programs to develop 
emerging library leaders in the state; and 
 
WHEREAS, Beverly Cain has been a tireless advocate for all types of libraries in Ohio at the local, 
state, and federal levels; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, October 20, 2022, the State Library 
Board, on behalf of the State Library of Ohio, recognizes Beverly Cain for her outstanding leadership 
and thanks her for her years of service, hard work, and dedication to the State Library of Ohio and 
the Ohio library community, congratulates her on her retirement, and wishes her continued success in 
all of her endeavors. 
 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-33-22) for adoption of the following resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Bill Morris upon his retirement from the  
State Library of Ohio. 
 
WHEREAS, Bill Morris provided exemplary leadership to the State Library of Ohio as 
Governmental Affairs Coordinator and Interim State Librarian for twenty-six years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bill Morris was able to leverage his eight years serving as a legislative aide to several 
members of the Ohio House of Representatives, specifically serving on the House Colleges and 
Universities Subcommittee; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bill Morris served in numerous roles at the State Library of Ohio including Board 
Relations Liaison, Administrative Rules Specialist, National Library Legislative Day Statewide 
Coordinator, and State Government Outreach Coordinator; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bill Morris provided support to five State Librarians through ongoing budget 
difficulties, strategic planning initiatives, moving from the Ohio Departments Building to the current 
location, administrative changes, and six Library Services and Technology Plan Acts; and 
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WHEREAS, Bill Morris oversaw the formidable task of approving public library boundaries as 
required by Ohio Revised Code Section 3375.01, requiring collaboration with each of the 251 
independent library districts in Ohio for which he was awarded the Citizen of the Year Award from 
the Ohio Library Council in 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bill Morris has been a tireless advocate for all types of libraries in Ohio at the local, 
state, and federal levels; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this day, October 20, 2022, the State Library 
Board, on behalf of the State Library of Ohio, recognizes Bill Morris for his outstanding leadership 
and thanks him for his years of service, hard work, and dedication to the State Library of Ohio and 
the Ohio library community, congratulates him on his retirement, and wishes him continued success 
in all of his endeavors. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion, Ms. Arp moved (M-34-22) that the Board stand 
adjourned at 11:03 a.m. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
____________________________________ 
President 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Secretary 
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