
MINUTES 
STATE LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

December 8, 2022 
 
 
The State Library Board met December 8, 2022, in the Boardroom of the State Library, 274 East 
First Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43201. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The business meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Julia Ward, Executive Secretary to the State Librarian’s Office, called the roll. State Library Board 
members present were: Mr. Alan Hall, President; Ms. Janet Carleton, Vice-President; Ms. Laurie 
Gemmill Arp; Ms. Theresa Fredericka; Mr. Andrew Wichterman and Ms. Wendy Knapp, Secretary.  
 
Visitors present were: Don Yarman, Ohio Public Library Information Network; Cari Hillman, 
MidPointe Library System; Ally Doliboa, MidPointe Library System; Derek Zoladz, Ohio Public 
Library Information Network; Pam Brockway, Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County; 
Scott Savage, Ashland University; and Jay Smith, Ohio Library Council. 
  
State Library staff members present were: Julia Ward, John Stewart, Jay Miley, Marsha McDevitt-
Stredney, Stephanie Herriott, Elissa Lawrence, Nicole Merriman, Penelope Shumaker, Evan Struble, 
Andy Ingraham Dwyer, Kirstin Krumsee, Erin Kelsey, Janet Ingraham Dwyer, and Tracy Grimm. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Ms. Arp moved (M-35-22) that the minutes of the October 20, 2022, Board Meeting be approved. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There was no Public Participation. 
 
LSTA REPORT 
LSTA Competitive Grants 
Evan Struble, Associate State Librarian for Library Development, explained to the Board that the 
LSTA grants for consideration before them were for a maximum of $50,000 with a 25% cash match 
and had to fall into one of four funding categories: Data Management and Analytics, Literacy, 
Outreach and Partnerships, and STEM or STEAM. He said that three of the awardees would present 
their projects to the Board. Mr. Struble introduced Scott Savage, Director of Ashland University 
Archer Library, who presented the Board with a proposal to develop virtual, mixed, and hybrid 
reality-based teaching activities in conjunction with a new virtual reality (VR) conference room. 
Virtual reality tools are already being integrated effectively into many higher education settings and 
institutions, including Ashland University. Through this initiative, Ashland University will provide 
additional support for students and establish a base of information literacy not only for retention and 
successful completion of their university programs, but also for lifelong learning through inculcation 
of VR-based collaborative and participatory methods of acquiring knowledge. Ms. Fredericka 
commented that the project sounded exciting and asked Mr. Savage if he had a sense of what the 
business community was saying. Mr. Savage replied that the College of Business was excited. Mr. 
Wichterman asked what the expected impact as far as number of participating classes will be. Mr. 
Savage explained that the 20-22 instructors who were already coming to the library for regular 
instruction were targeted. 
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Mr. Struble introduced Cari Hillman, Community Engagement Director, and Ally Doliboa, Youth 
Programming Coordinator, who presented the Board with a proposal from MidPointe Library System 
to launch the “Born to Read” project. This initiative targets families of newborns to promote early 
literacy at home by mailing a box of early literacy supplies and materials to registrants. These boxes 
will highlight the importance of library programming and services and include books, educational 
tips, information about library programs and services, and manipulatives to enhance their new child’s 
early literacy experience. MidPointe Library System sees this project as a way to support the 
library’s mission of “enriching our community through access and experiences,” while also 
establishing an early and meaningful connection with the library. Ms. Arp asked what prompted them 
to start this project. Ms. Hillman replied that the library had developed and solidified relationships 
with the partners and the director made it a priority because readers become leaders. Mr. Wichterman 
asked what the potential impact for the project was. Ms. Hillman replied that they expect to give out 
805 boxes. Ms. Fredericka asked how this project tied in with the Imagination Library. Ms. Hillman 
explained that the United Way coordinated that project, and they will help with this project as well. 
Ms. Carleton commented on what a great project this was with wonderful collaboration. 
 
Mr. Struble introduced Pam Brockway, Public Services Manager-Programming and Youth Services 
at Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County, who presented the Board with a proposal to 
create a dedicated sensory space and offer increased programming and library services to the special 
needs community. The proposed room will include approachable play materials that users can see, 
touch, and explore; regulating their bodies through calming sensory experiences. This space can also 
be used for programming and be made available by appointment for family or institutional use. If 
available, it may also be used by library patrons who need a sensory break while using the library. 
PLYMC notes that this initiative will help them fulfill their mission to welcome and serve all 
members of community with empathy, respect, and dignity. Ms. Arp said she appreciated the 
solution to the challenge of serving this population. She asked if older populations will be served as 
well. Ms. Brockway explained that the library plans to bring them to the library in vans. Ms. 
Fredericka said she liked the partnerships in the project and asked who coordinated that. Ms. 
Brockway shared that the early learning team was leading that.  
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-36-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $30,000.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Ashland University for a STEM/STEAM 
project, a Tech Innovation grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 – August 31, 2023. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Ms. Arp moved (M-37-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the amount 
of $43,260.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Garnet A. Wilson Public Library of Pike County for 
an Outreach and Partnerships project, a Services to Targeted Populations grant, for the period of 
January 1, 2023 – August 31, 2023. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
 
 



Minutes 
State Library Board  
December 8, 2022 
Page 3 
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-38-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $12,767.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Kingsville Public Library for a 
STEM/STEAM project, a Services to Youth grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 – August 31, 
2023. 
 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Ms. Arp moved (M-39-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the amount 
of $50,000.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to MidPointe Library System for a Literacy project, a 
Services to Targeted Populations grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 – August 31, 2023. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-40-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $8,331.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to North Canton Public Library for an Outreach 
and Partnerships project, a Services to Targeted Populations grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 
– August 31, 2023. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-41-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $50,000.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Public Library of Youngstown and 
Mahoning County for an Outreach and Partnerships project, a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion grant, 
for the period of January 1, 2023 – August 31, 2023. 
 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-42-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $11,207.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Selover Public Library for an Outreach and 
Partnerships project, a Services to Targeted Populations grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 – 
August 31, 2023. 
 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-43-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $12,225.00 from FFY22 funds be awarded to Van Wert City School District for a 
STEM/STEAM project, a Services to Youth grant, for the period of January 1, 2023 – August 31, 
2023. 
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Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Mr. Struble gave a behind the scenes look at the grant review process and thanked all of those 
involved in the review process. He shared that the online application has removed some barriers of 
applying for libraries. Mr. Wichterman thanked State Library staff and asked how many libraries 
applied for competitive grants. Mr. Struble shared that there were 22 applications, the most the State 
Library has received since he started in his current position. Ms. Carleton commented that one of the 
goals of the ARPA grant application was making things easier for libraries and asked if that was the 
case for the LSTA competitive grant application. Mr. Struble replied that it was, but there weren’t as 
many libraries applying because of the cash match requirement. Ms. Arp asked if libraries who didn’t 
receive grants were encouraged to reapply or were recommended alternated funding sources Mr. 
Struble replied that those applicants were directed to other grants, encouraged to apply for LSTA 
open grants where appropriate, and encouraged to reapply. Ms. Arp commented that there was less 
information included in the packet than in the past. Mr. Struble replied that they can certainly include 
more information in the future. Ms. Fredericka said that she loved the in-person presentations from 
libraries. 
 
STATE LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Knapp gave several updates about the State Library of Ohio. She shared that the State Library’s 
contribution to the DataOhio Portal launched with the addition of the Ohio Public Libraries and Ohio 
Public Libraries: Director List dashboards. She said several staff received an email from a concerned 
citizen against vaccine passports. Germantown Public Library went live on December 8, 2022, with 
SEO Consortium to become the 98th member of the consortium. Ms. Knapp explained that this year’s 
Library Journal Star Ratings include COVID data and only three libraries were Star Rated in Ohio. 
She shared that three to five Baldwin Wallace University students will continue their statewide 
delivery project next semester. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County Reclassification 
Kirstin Krumsee, Library Consultant for Data and Research, presented the Board with a final 
resolution reclassifying the Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County as a county district 
library. Ms. Krumsee explained that letters were sent to surrounding libraries and there were no 
objections. 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-44-22) for adoption of the following resolution:  
 

Resolution 22-1 
 

Redefinition of the Boundaries of the Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees of the Public Library of 
Steubenville and Jefferson County Library, Steubenville, Ohio has at a regular 
meeting of the board on September 15, 2022, requested a change in the service area 
designation of the Public Library of Steubenville and Jefferson County Library; and  

 
WHEREAS, said application for such action by the State Library Board has 

been properly filed, and has been reviewed and considered by the State Library Board 
in accordance with procedures established in Section 3375-4-05 of the State Library 
Board Administrative Rules; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the State Library Board, acting 

under its power in section 3375.01 (G) of the Ohio Revised Code and in accordance 
with procedures established in its Administrative Rules that the Public Library of 
Steubenville and Jefferson County Library boundaries be reclassified as a county 
district library to include the following: 

 
those portions of the Buckeye Local, Edison Local, Harrison Hills City, 
Indian Creek Local, Southern Local, Steubenville City, and Toronto City 
School Districts located within Jefferson County. 
 
And note that all references to political subdivisions, except where 

specifically indicated in the foregoing, refer to such subdivisions as constituted on 
this date; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State Librarian is directed to provide 

a certified copy of this resolution to the Jefferson County Auditor; Jefferson County 
Board of Elections; City of Steubenville; Carroll County District Library; Lepper 
Library; Belmont County District Library; Puskarich Public Library; St. Clairsville 
Public Library; the Ohio Secretary of State; and the Legislative Service Commission. 

 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” Mr. Hall abstained. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Burton Public Library Boundaries 
Ms. Krumsee presented the Board with a request from Burton Public Library for a boundary 
reaffirmation. Ms. Krumsee explained that the Ledgemont and Berkshire School District 
consolidation in 2015 affected the library’s boundaries. This reaffirmation will restore the 
library’s boundaries to the pre-consolidation area. Geauga County Public Library will request 
the additional territory not served by Burton Public Library. 
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-45-22) that the State Library Board proposes that the Burton Public 
Library be reaffirmed to include the following: 

 
those portions of the Berkshire Local School Districts in Claridon, Burton and Troy 
townships 

 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Special Collections Policy  
Nicole Merriman, Head of Research and Catalog Services, presented the Board with the State 
Library Special Collections Policy for approval. Ms. Arp asked what prompted this policy. 
Ms. Merriman replied that the State Library wanted to see the guidelines they had already 
been using formalized as a policy. Ms. Fredericka asked if the policy was similar to what other 
libraries used. Ms. Merriman replied that they did survey other libraries.  
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Ms. Carleton moved (M-46-22) that the following State Library of Ohio Special Collections 
Use Policy be adopted: 

 
Special Collections include materials from the Rare Book and Rare Government Documents rooms.  
Materials are housed in these rooms due to their rarity and uniqueness.  Any limitation on access to 
these materials is intended to strike a balance between preservation and access.  Part of the mission of 
the State Library of Ohio is to ensure that these materials are available to Ohio residents for generations 
to come. 
 
Reading room rules governing the use of materials 
 

• Patrons who want to use Special Collections materials will be asked to show a valid 
identification (driver’s license or other photo identification).  Patrons will be provided with a 
copy of this use policy. Acceptance of Special Collections materials from State Library staff 
implies agreement with this policy.  Failure to obey these rules may result in denial of use of 
Special Collections materials. 

• No food or drink is permitted in the reading room regardless of the container, when using any 
Special Collections materials. Tobacco or smoking materials are not allowed at any time in 
the library. 

• We reserve the right to limit the number of items made available to a patron at any one time.   
Patrons are limited to no more than two (2) items at a time. 

• The State Library of Ohio has security measures in place to ensure collection protection.  
• Personal belongings, including but not limited to, coats, briefcases, bags, backpacks, purses 

or handbags, computer cases, umbrellas and rain gear must be stowed in a designated area 
underneath the tabletop prior to obtaining materials.  Only material for research, such as 
pencil, paper, and laptop computers will be allowed to rest on the tabletops.  

• Protect your personal property while in the library or on library property. The library cannot 
take responsibility for lost or stolen property. 

• The use of pens is not allowed.  Written notes may be taken with a pencil and loose paper or 
notecards or with an electronic device such as a laptop or cell phone. Pencils are available 
upon request.  Any other implements (other than appropriate duplication implements listed 
above) are prohibited.  

• The State Library of Ohio reserves the right to check all personal items prior to patrons 
leaving the reading room. 

• Patrons are responsible for all requested materials from the time they are delivered by State 
Library staff to the time they are returned. 

• Patrons are responsible for the careful handling of materials.  Materials may not be written 
on, folded, traced over, or handled in any way that may damage them. Books must remain 
spine-down on desktops and must not be rested on any other item unless provided by State 
Library staff (e.g. book cradles), nor should any implements be used to weigh down books 
for any reason. 

• Materials must be used in full view of State Library staff. 

Circulation and Duplication 
 

• Special Collections materials do not circulate. 
• Patrons may not remove Special Collections materials from the reading room.  Theft or 

mutilation of material is a crime, which may lead to prosecution.  
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• Materials may not be photocopied. Other methods of duplication are allowed providing that 
such duplication does not cause harm to materials.  Acceptable methods for duplication 
include digital and video photography including the use of a cell phone.  Please Note: flash 
photography via camera or cell phone is not permitted. 

• State Library staff may be available to scan images on request.  Patrons may be sent images 
at a later time, depending on the number of scans.  Every effort will be made to complete all 
requests within one or two business days.  

• Pages that a patron would like to have duplicated should be noted on a separate sheet of 
paper and provided to State Library staff.  Please do not mark pages for duplication by 
folding or turning page corners, or by attaching Post-It notes, paper clips or any other 
devices. 

• Most items housed in the State Library’s Special Collections are not copyright protected.  
However, it is the responsibility of the patron to determine copyright status prior to 
duplication. 

• NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS. The copyright 
law of the U. S. (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other 
reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries 
and archives are authorized to provide a photocopy or reproduction. One of the specified 
conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than 
private study, scholarship or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a 
photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for 
copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order 
if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.  

Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
New Employee Introduction 
Ms. Knapp introduced Derek Zoladz, the new Software Developer at Ohio Public Library 
Information Network. Mr. Zoladz was previously the Library Systems Analyst for OhioNet. 
 
Recognition of Service 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-47-22) for adoption of the following resolution: 
 
A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Alan Hall upon his retirement from the State 
Library Board. 
 
WHEREAS, Alan Hall served diligently as a member of the State Library Board from January 2019 
through December 2022, Vice-President of the State Library Board from January 2021 through 
December 2021, and President of the State Library Board from January 2022 through December 
2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alan Hall has been an asset to the library community throughout his five decade career 
serving at the Washington County Public Library, the Delphos Public Library, and the Public Library 
of Steubenville and Jefferson County, and was named Librarian of the Year by the Ohio Library 
Association in 1989; and   
 
WHEREAS, Alan Hall has been a library advocate and mentor throughout his career, coordinating 
library levy campaigns, managing a library automation, overseeing construction and renovations of 
six buildings and a bookmobile; and   
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WHEREAS, Alan Hall helped lead the State Library of Ohio through a period of ongoing change, 
including ongoing budget challenges, a search for a new Executive Director, and support for staff and 
fellow board members of the State Library of Ohio through an unprecedented pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, Alan Hall has contributed in numerous ways to the success of the many programs and 
services offered by the State Library, including fostering collaboration across types of libraries, 
supporting innovation, and adaptability; now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the members of the Board of the State Library of Ohio, meeting in regular session 
this 8th day of December 2022, express their individual and collective gratitude and appreciation for 
Alan Hall. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” Mr. Hall abstained. 
 
Mr. Hall thanked the State Library Board, State Library staff, Ms. Knapp, and former State Librarian 
Beverly Cain for all their hard work while he served on the Board. He gave a history of his 
librarianship and stressed the importance of mentors. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion, Ms. Arp moved (M-48-22) that the Board stand 
adjourned at 11:16 a.m. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
____________________________________ 
President 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Secretary 
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