
MINUTES 
STATE LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

May 19, 2022 
 
 
The State Library Board met virtually via Microsoft Teams on May 19, 2022. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The business meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Julia Ward, Executive Secretary to the State Librarian’s Office, called the roll. State Library Board 
members present were: Mr. Alan Hall, President; Ms. Janet Carleton, Vice-President; Ms. Laurie 
Gemmill Arp; Ms. Theresa Fredericka; Mr. Andrew Wichterman; and Ms. Wendy Knapp, Secretary.  
 
Visitors present were: Don Yarman, Ohio Public Library Information Network; Christine Morris, Ohio 
Public Library Information Network; Chelsea Poole, Meigs County District Public Library; Daniel 
Nunner, Ohio Attorney General’s Office; Will Reed, Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled; 
Jay Smith, Ohio Library Council; Nancy Kirkpatrick, OhioNet; Michelle Francis, Ohio Library 
Council; and Andrew Rowan, Ohio Attorney General’s Office. 
  
State Library staff members present were: Julia Ward, Jay Miley, Nicole Merriman, Tracy Grimm, 
Erin Kelsey, Anne Kennedy, Michael Postlethwait, Anne Libby, Stephanie Michaels, Penelope 
Shumaker, Marsha McDevitt-Stredney, Stephanie Herriott, Andy Ingraham Dwyer, Jen Johnson, Peter 
Kukla, Shannon Kupfer-Trausch, Jamie Pardee, Jamie Price, Mandy Simon, John Stewart, and Phil 
Willke. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-11-22) that the minutes of the March 17, 2022, Board Meeting be 
approved. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion.  The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There was no Public Participation. 
 
LSTA REPORT 
Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled 
Evan Struble, Associate State Librarian for Library Development, introduced Will Reed, the 
Manager of the Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (OLBPD), to the Board. Mr. Reed 
presented the Board with a funding request for the OLBPD program. He explained that OLBPD 
works cooperatively with the State Library’s Talking Book Program, and it serves as the regional 
library for the National Library Service (NLS) for the Blind and Print Disabled of the Library of 
Congress. OLPBD provides braille and audiobooks to eligible patrons. Mr. Reed explained that 
OLBPD receives no local funds from Cleveland Public Library, where it is housed. He said that 
federal funds cover salaries and benefits for employees as well as collection development. Mr. Reed 
believes that their collaborative approach contributes to the success of the program. He said that they 
have an opportunity to expand services and also have an on-site audio recording studio as well as a 
Braille specialist and transcriber. He shared that they allocated funds for a license for Bookshare 
digital materials. Ms. Arp expressed that she was happy to hear about OLBPD’s expansion and 
thinks it is a wonderful program. Ms. Fredericka asked if the on-site studio will use federal funds. 
Mr. Reed explained that it will partially be funded with federal funds. 
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Ms. Arp moved (M-12-22) that that Federal Fiscal Year 2021 LSTA funds in the amount up to 
$150,000 and Federal Fiscal Year 2022 LSTA funds in the amount up to $84,000 be granted to the 
Cleveland Public Library to supplement the 5GBO Funds (ALI 350-605) for the operation of the 
Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023. Both of these are 
contingent upon the release of State Fiscal Year 2023 federal appropriations within ALI 350-601. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Libraries Connect Ohio Statewide Core Electronic Databases 
Mr. Struble introduced Christine Morris, Digital Resources Manager for Ohio Public Library 
Information Network (OPLIN). Ms. Morris presented the funding request for the Libraries Connect 
Ohio (LCO) Statewide Core Electronic Databases. LCO is a partnership of OPLIN, OhioLINK, 
INFOhio, and the State Library of Ohio that started nearly 20 years ago. She explained that Ohio is 
the only state that has truly integrated electronic collections that serve all residents of all ages in the 
state with school, academic, and public libraries using the databases. Ms. Morris said that individual 
libraries receive much appreciation from patrons and shared a note of thanks from a patron who uses 
Transparent Languages. Mr. Hall shared an experience about a school who didn’t know about the 
digital resources. Ms. Morris explained that sometimes it’s difficult to get information into the hands 
of students because of staff shortages at schools, but assured him that the resources are available to 
all students in grades K-12. Ms. Fredericka commented that she liked seeing the complete LCO 
report in the packet and thanked Ms. Morris for the summary. Ms. Arp asked if the process had 
begun for choosing databases for the next five years. Ms. Morris shared that it had. Mr. Wichterman 
commented that the return on investment was great and thanked Ms. Morris. Ms. Morris shared that 
in choosing databases for the next five years, the LCO group will employ a similar process to the one 
used in the past, using feedback from library staff from K-12, academic, and public library. She said 
that LCO hopes to have a proposal for funding in front of the State Library Board in March 2023. 
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-13-22) that a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in the 
amount of $1,500,000 be awarded to The Ohio State University for the Libraries Connect Ohio 
(OhioLINK, OPLIN, INFOhio) Statewide Core Electronic Databases.  For the period of July 1, 2022 
– September 30, 2022, $1,000,000 will be awarded from FFY2021 funds.  $500,000 of the grant 
amount will be funded from FFY2022 funds for the period of July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023. Both of 
these are contingent upon the release of SFY2023 appropriations from ALI 350-601. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Guiding Ohio Online Grants 
Mr. Struble presented the Board with a funding request for the Guiding Ohio Online (GOO) program. 
He explained that GOO allows libraries serving rural and marginalized communities to hire a 
technology trainer on a contractual basis. He said the trainers assist the public with a gamut of 
technology-related tasks and are a lifeline for communities. He explained that trainers help in a 
variety of ways, from one-on-one help to classroom training, both in person and virtual. Mr. Struble 
introduced Chelsea Poole, Meigs County District Public Library Assistant Director, to speak about 
her library’s GOO program. Ms. Poole explained that her library system has four branches in Meigs 
County. She said their technology trainer is at the main library in Pomeroy daily, but he visits 
branches as needed. She explained that the Meigs County District Public Library has been a part of 
the GOO program since 2014. Ms. Poole shared that many of their patrons don’t have access to the 
internet in their homes, so they come to the library. Many are not familiar with a lot of technology 
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and it’s not second nature to them. She said that older adults are using more technology now than 
ever before and need help with devices. Ms. Poole stressed that it’s vital for the library to have 
someone always on hand for walk-ins who need technological assistance. Ms. Carlton said that she 
appreciated Ms. Poole talking about the program. She said that she knows in a lot of cases, mobile 
devices are the way to access to the internet for many people, and it’s important to help them get the 
devices set up correctly. She appreciates the work that the library does. Ms. Arp asked Mr. Struble if 
some libraries are still sharing technology trainers like they did in the past, and he replied that they 
are.  
 
Ms. Carlton moved (M-14-22) that Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Services to 
Targeted Populations grants from FFY22 funds be awarded to the following libraries in the specified 
amounts for the for the period of July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023: 
 

Ada School District Public Library  $24,960 
Cardington-Lincoln Public Library  $17,538 
Columbiana Public Library    $12,075 
Cuyahoga Falls Library   $12,761 
Henderson Memorial Public Library  $8,143 
Kinsman Free Public Library   $8,284 
Licking County Library   $24,882 
Logan Hocking District County Library $12,454 
Madison Public Library   $17,550 
Mechanicsburg Public Library   $23,400 
Meigs County District Public Library  $21,600 
Newton Falls Public Library   $15,552 
North Canton Public Library   $24,825 
Pickerington Public Library   $17,818 
Putnam County Public Library   $27,426 
Salem Public Library    $13,500 
St. Clairsville Public Library   $21,840 
Troy-Miami County Public Library  $16,848 
Wagnalls Memorial Public Library  $9,000 
Way Public Library    $8,916 

 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
STATE LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 
Delivery Update 
Ms. Knapp provided the Board with an update on the statewide delivery system. She explained that 
the system is doing much better with the new vendor. She said that everything is not perfect, but the 
vendor addresses concerns as they arise. She shared that the State Library is still working to get 
reimbursement for libraries’ lost and damaged items from the previous vendor. Ms. Knapp explained 
that the cost of fuel is concerning due to the fuel surcharge that is added to the cost of delivery. The 
State Library had a meeting scheduled later that day to address the concerns. Mr. Hall commended 
staff for extra deliveries made to libraries to help catch up the backlog of undelivered items. Mr. 
Wichterman thanked staff for their work to solve the delivery issues and said that delivery at his 
library seems to be back to normal. 
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Ms. Knapp introduced Daniel Nunner, the State Library’s new Assistant Attorney General, to the 
Board. Mr. Nunner said that he is looking forward to working with the Board. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
State Subsidies 
RLS 
Mr. Struble presented the Board with the funding request for state subsidies for the four Regional 
Library Systems (RLS). He explained that the State Library is a pass-through agency for state 
funding for the RLS and OLBPD. He said that the RLS provide training and support services for 
their members. Mr. Struble explained that the four RLS and the State Library meet quarterly and look 
for opportunities to partner on programming and events. He shared that the successful collaborative 
emerging technology symposium that took place last fall was born of those meetings. Ms. Fredericka 
commented that the funding amount is not very much and asked if the RLS were doing anything to 
find operational funds or if there is anything coming down the pike to help them since they do such 
great work. Mr. Struble replied that they are always looking for ways to collaborate to avoid 
duplicating efforts. He added that they receive some LSTA support on a case-by-case basis. He 
explained that each RLS board determines their fees to members and how much they charge for 
services. He agreed that the state funding has trended downward over the years and that they do not 
receive a lot of state funding. 
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-15-22) that State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue Funds in the amount 
of $120,000 be granted to the Northeast Ohio Regional Library System (NEO-RLS) for operations 
from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023, contingent upon release of State Fiscal Year 2023 General 
Revenue Funds within ALI 350-502.   
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-16-22) that State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue Funds in the amount of 
$120,000 be granted to the Northwest Library District (NORWELD) for operations from July 1, 
2022 – June 30, 2023, contingent upon release of State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue Funds 
within ALI 350-502.   
 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-17-22) that State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue Funds in the 
amount of $120,000 be granted to the Southeast Ohio Regional Library System (SERLS) for 
operations from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023, contingent upon release of State Fiscal Year 2023 
General Revenue Funds within ALI 350-502.   
 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Ms. Carleton moved (M-18-22) that State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue Funds in the amount of 
$120,000 be granted to Southwest and Neighboring Libraries (SWON Libraries) for operations from 
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July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023, contingent upon release of State Fiscal Year 2023 General Revenue 
Funds within ALI 350-502.   
 
Ms. Arp seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, Ms. 
Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Ohio Library for the Blind and Print Disabled 
Mr. Reed presented the Board with the funding request for state subsidies for OLBPD. He explained 
that state funds are used for salaries and benefits, automation, rent, administrative support, and 
programming. Mr. Reed shared that it is the 125th anniversary of the founding of OLBPD at 
Cleveland Public Library and it is a year filled with milestones. He explained that their services are 
evolving. He said that their new name, changed from Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically 
Disabled, more closely aligns with the National Library Service (NLS) for the Blind and Print 
Disabled and creates the possibility of providing services to even more groups of patrons who 
experience difficulties reading print materials. Mr. Reed shared that OLBPD is producing multiple 
books bundled on one cartridge to give patrons plenty of material to read and alleviate delays in 
receiving books. He also shared that 125 braille e-readers have been provided to patrons to read 
electronic braille materials. Mr. Reed explained that the second generation of Talking Book machines 
can receive materials digitally without a physical cartridge. He said that OLBPD is planning to 
relocate back to the main library at Cleveland Public Library which will help them expand front-end 
services to patrons. Ms. Arp thanked Mr. Reed for his amazing work. Ms. Carleton shared that it was 
exciting to hear about tech advancements and expanded patron groups. Mr. Reed responded that the 
patrons can be slow to accept new technology and that NLS is doing a good job of providing modes 
of access. He explained that OLBPD will always provide the service of Talking Books in the mail. 
Mr. Hall asked if they have a method of informing libraries of their services. Mr. Reed responded 
that they have a great consortium of libraries who work with them and make people aware of the 
service. Ms. Arp asked what age groups use the service. Mr. Reed replied that most of their patrons 
are 55 and older, but they also have a strong segment of the population who are 18 and younger.  
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-19-22) that State Fiscal Year 2023 5GBO Funds in an amount up to 
$1,274,294 be granted to the Cleveland Public Library for the operation of the Ohio Library for the 
Blind and Print Disabled from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023, contingent upon release of State Fiscal 
Year 2023 5GBO Funds within ALI 350-605. 
 
Ms. Fredericka seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
Ohio Public Library Information Network Board Appointments 
Don Yarman, Executive Director of Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN), explained 
that OPLIN is an independent agency within the State Library of Ohio with an eleven-member board 
appointed by the State Library Board. He said that there were three resignations on the OPLIN Board 
this year. Because of that, there are two nominees for appointment in front of the State Library Board 
to fill unexpired terms, as well as four nominees for appointment to complete terms. Mr. Yarman 
explained that the nominees represent different regions, library sizes, consortia, and skill sets.  
 
Mr. Wichterman moved (M-20-22) that Travis Bautz, Roger Donaldson, and Holly Richards be re-
appointed for a second term from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2025, Sue Schuld be appointed for an 
initial term from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2025, Meredith Wickham be appointed to fill an unexpired 
term ending June 30, 2023, and Michael Butler be appointed to fill an unexpired term ending June 
30, 2024, to the Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN) Board of Trustees. 
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Ms. Carleton seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
State Librarian Raise 
Stephanie Herriott, Human Resources Manager, presented the Board with a proposed pay increase 
for the State Librarian to provide parity of other staff pay increases and avoid compression.  
 
Ms. Fredericka moved (M-21-22) in that the E-1 salary tables in the Ohio Revised Code 124.152 will 
allow for State of Ohio E-1 employees an approximate 3% salary increase effective with the first day 
of the pay period that includes July 1, 2022, and allows increases up to 3% for other exempt state 
employees, the State Library Board, in accordance with the duties assigned by Ohio Revised Code 
Section 3375, approves adjusting the compensation of the State Librarian to reflect an approximate 
3% salary increase beginning with the pay period that includes July 1, 2022. 
 
Ms. Carleton seconded the motion. The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. Carleton, 
Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion, Ms. Fredericka moved (M-22-22) that the Board stand 
adjourned at 11:18 a.m. 
 
Mr. Wichterman seconded the motion.  The motion passed by roll call vote with Mr. Hall, Ms. 
Carleton, Ms. Arp, Ms. Fredericka, and Mr. Wichterman voting "aye.” 
 
 
____________________________________ 
President 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Secretary 
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