
Trains of all shapes and sizes are coming 

down the track—bullet train, sleeper 

train, underground train, zoo train, and 

more. All aboard!  

 

Skila Brown’s first-class poems, as varied 

as the trains themselves, reflect the  

excitement of train travel, while Jamey 

Christoph’s vintage-style illustrations  

provide a wealth of authentic detail to 

pore over.  
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About the Book 

Clackety Track: 

Poems About Trains 
By Skila Brown (author)  

and Jamey Christoph (illustrator) 

A Choose to 

Read Ohio 

Toolkit 

Use this toolkit to 

plan library  

programs as well as 

activities for family 

time, day care, or 

the classroom. 

 

Meet Ohio illustrator 

Jamey Christoph 

and Skila Brown, an 

author and  

illustrator who lives 

in Indiana.     

 

Explore fun  

activities that align 

with Ohio’s Learning 

Standards for  

kindergarten 

through grade 3.  

Permission to use book jacket image  

and book description  

granted by Candlewick Press.  

Get Ready To Read! 
Encouraging early literacy skill-building in young children. 

Many of the activities in this 

toolkit incorporate five  

early literacy practices,  

everyday activities that help 

children get ready to read.  

These practices are: 

Reading  -  Writing  -   

Talking  -  Singing  -  Playing 

 

Reading to and with children 

is the most effective way to 

support reading readiness. 

Reading aloud develops  

vocabulary and  

comprehension; builds  

familiarity and comfort with 

books; and is fun for adult 

and child. 

Writing (or drawing and 

scribbling) helps children 

learn about print, letters, 

and vocabulary, and  

supports fine motor skills.   

 

Talking helps children learn 

oral language—a critical 

early literacy skill—and also 

increases vocabulary and 

comprehension.   

 

Singing slows language 

down so children can hear 

the different sounds that 

make up words, and helps 

develop vocabulary and 

phonological awareness.   

Playing teaches children to 

think symbolically, practice 

self-expression, and put 

thoughts into words.   

 

All of these practices lead 

to children being ready to 

learn how to read when 

they begin school. 

 

Parents, teachers, and  

librarians can share these 

practices with children at 

home, in the classroom, or 

at the library. For more  

information, visit 

ohreadytoread.org. 

https://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=0763690473
https://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=0763690473
http://www.ohreadytoread.org/
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About the Illustrator 
 

Jamey Christoph has illustrated numerous picture books,  

including Bones in the White House and, most recently,  

Stonewall: A Building. An Uprising. A Revolution. His  

illustrations have also appeared in the New York Times, the 

San Francisco Chronicle, and other publications.  A native of 

Florida, he now lives in Cleveland Heights with his two dogs, 

Owen and Jack.    

 

 

Illustrator Resources  
 
Jamey Christoph’s official website 

www.jameychristoph.com 

 
Illustrator page on Penguin Random House website 

www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2155026/jamey-

christoph/ 

Talk About It! 
Speaking and Listening: Share these questions with children to 

increase comprehension and spark creativity. 

 

• Trains are one of many modes of transportation. What other 

modes of transportation do we use? Why do we use them? 

What fuels our trains, cars, and trucks? Animals are used for 

transportation around the world. Some carry people and 

some carry goods. What animals are used for 

transportation, and do we use them in our community?   
 

• Freight trains carry many different types of freight. Freight 

can be goods that people need and use, including food, 

manufactured products, and even live animals. Talk about 

why we need to move different goods to different places. 

How can we purchase oranges in Ohio in the winter? How 

do cars get from the factory to the dealership?  
 

• Passenger trains carry people. Passenger cars have 

windows and seats for people to sit in. Sleeper cars have 

beds for people to sleep in. And dining cars have tables for 

people to sit and eat.  Find a passenger train route map 

and look at the destinations together. Talk about why 

people would travel by train.  
  

• Trains travel along tracks. Steel rails are held down to 

wooden railroad ties. Ballast, or crushed rock, is kept 

around the tracks to help stabilize them. Talk about what 

the wheels and track are made of. Compare the wheels of 

a car to the wheels of a train. Do train wheels have rubber 

on them? What are they made of? Think of some reasons 

trains travel along tracks instead of roads. How many things 

with wheels can you list (cars, trains, bicycles, skateboards, 

wheelchairs, etc.)?  

Illustrator photo and  biographical information courtesy 

of Candlewick Press. Used with permission.  

Photo by Brad Eckert. 

 

 

 

Tracks 
 

Stretched web path. 

No start. No end. 

Crisscross the ground 

around a bend. 

Wood ties. Steel beams. 

Locked tight. Secure. 

Around—things move. 

Tracks stay. Endure. 

Tracks wait to see 

which train will come. 

A shudder felt, 

Hiss of brake drum. 

Start of a song. 

Click-clack refrain. 

Listen.     Hush. 

Here comes a train. 

https://www.jameychristoph.com/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2155026/jamey-christoph/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2155026/jamey-christoph/


library.ohio.gov/ctro 

About the Author 

 

Skila Brown’s first job was working on a train, selling hot dogs 

through the window of a shiny red caboose in the coal-filled 

hills of eastern Kentucky. Now she writes books for readers of 

all ages from her home in Indiana. She has an MFA in writing 

for children and young adults from Vermont College of Fine 

Arts. Besides Clackety Track, she is the author of two young 

adult novels and the picture book Slickety Quick: Poems 

about Sharks, illustrated by Bob Kolar. 
 

Author Resources  
 
Skila Brown’s official website 

skilabrown.com 

 
Author page on Candlewick Press website 

www.candlewick.com/authill.asp?b=Author&m=bio&id=12451&pix=y 
 

Read an interview about Clackety Track with Skila Brown and Jamey Christoph.  

www.thechildrensbookreview.com/2019/08/skila-brown-and-jamey-christoph-discuss-clackety-track  

Author photo and  biographical information  

courtesy of Candlewick Press.  

Used with permission.  

Learn and Have Fun! 
Ideas for extending the experience of reading and sharing Clackety Track.  
 

• Take a ride on a train! Is there a train close to you that you can ride? The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 

Railroad in northeast Ohio (www.cvsr.org), the Hocking Valley Scenic Railroad in southeast Ohio 

(www.hvsry.org), and the LM&M Railroad in southwest Ohio (lebanonrr.com) offer opportunities to 

ride on a historic train. Amtrak passenger routes pass through Toledo, Sandusky, Cleveland, and    

Cincinnati. Allaboardohio.org is the website of an advocacy group that offers information about 

train travel in Ohio.  

 

• If you can’t take a ride on a train, create your own! A row of chairs in a line can become seats on a 

passenger train. Who gets to be the engineer? The conductor? Or set the chairs aside and have a 

train-themed dance party. Do the 1960s dance, “The Loco-Motion,” or have each child put hands 

on the shoulders of the person in front, creating a human train that speeds along the track with a 

clackety clack and a chugga-chugga choo-choo! All aboard!  
 

• Do you know someone who enjoys model trains as a hobby? There are many model railroad clubs 

in Ohio. Find one close to you, or take a road trip to visit a model train show and explore the hobby. 

Visit the National Model Railroad Association website for information about model railroading in 

Ohio: nmra.org/states/ohio.  
 

• Find a railroad crossing close to you. Take a close-up look at the tracks, ballast, ties, lights and safety 

crossing features. Talk about the various safety features and their importance. Try to find a time 

when a train will travel the tracks. From a safe distance, listen, look, and feel the sensations of the 

train traveling through. Is there an engine? What kind of cars are on the train? How many? What 

kind of freight? Is there a caboose?  Do you see any people on the train? Talk about the people 

who work on a train, such as the engineer and the conductor.  

http://skilabrown.com/
https://www.candlewick.com/authill.asp?b=Author&m=bio&id=12451&pix=y
https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/2019/08/skila-brown-and-jamey-christoph-discuss-clackety-track
https://www.cvsr.org/
https://www.hvsry.org/
https://lebanonrr.com/
http://allaboardohio.org/
https://nmra.org/states/ohio


Tie It In! 
Using this book with Ohio’s Learning Standards.  
 

Educators: Every CTRO book may be used to support Ohio’s English Language Arts reading, writing, 

and speaking and listening standards. Other Learning Standards also apply.  Here are examples of 

activities using Clackety Track that align with Ohio’s Learning Standards for Kindergarten – Grade 3. 
 

Librarians, parents, and others: These activities are also for library programs, family activities, and 

other projects. Learning Standards define what students should know and be able to do at each 

grade. For more information, see the Ohio Department of Education website, education.ohio.gov. 

From the Topics dropdown menu, click on “Ohio’s Learning Standards.”  
 

These activities are also great for library programs, family time, and playgroups.     
 

Approaches Toward Learning  

Initiative: Initiative and Curiosity; Planning, Action, and Reflection. Provide a variety of supplies to 

build a train and train track: cardboard boxes, construction paper, yarn, paper plates, masking 

tape. The supplies can be as simple or complex as you like. Invite the children to create their own 

train and track. Add a bridge or a tunnel.  

 

Creativity: Innovation and Invention. Using examples from the book, encourage role play of different 

types of trains and cars. On a passenger train, what might people do on a sleeper car? On a dining 

car? Invite the children to create a list of foods they would like to find on the menu. What kind of 

freight might a freight train carry? Role-play loading freight onto cars. 

 

Mathematics  

Measurement & Data. Passenger trains average 60 mph and freight trains average 50 mph. Is that 

fast, compared to the speed of a car? Compared to how fast a person can run? Compared to how 

fast a cheetah can run? Talk about the differences in speed. How much time would it take all of 

these things to travel the same distance?  

How long is a train car? Have children measure and use painter's tape (indoors) or sidewalk chalk 

(outdoors) to show the actual size of a train car. Use a measuring tape to measure the size of a  

variety of objects. Talk about units of measurement.   

 

Science 

Earth and Space Science. Third graders learn about Earth’s nonliving resources, such as electricity 

and coal. Compare how a steam engine and an electric engine are fueled. Talk about coal: what it 

is, where it comes from, and how it can provide power to move a train. Discuss electricity, its sources, 

and the ways we use it. This conversation would be a perfect opportunity to talk with children about 

how we get the energy we need and responsible ways of creating and using energy.   

 

Social Studies 

History: Historical Thinking and Skills. Discuss the Underground Railroad and the Overground Railroad. 

Were both actual railroads? Why was the Underground Railroad called a railroad? How was the 

Overground Railroad connected to the Underground Railroad? There are many children’s books, 

including picture books, that can help adults have this conversation with children. Your local public 

library can be the perfect place to begin.  

 

Fine Arts: Visual Arts 

In the poem “Freight Train,” graffiti is “rockin’ out the cars.” Explore the art of graffiti. Talk about the 

history of graffiti and the practice of creating visual art in places where many people can see it. 

Invite the children to create bubble letters to write their names. With adult supervision, children can 

try “spray painting” using a spray bottle filled with colored water and cardboard or a sheet. 

Choose to Read Ohio 

274 East First Avenue. Columbus, Ohio 43201-3692 
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Choose to Read Ohio, a 

project of the State Library 

of Ohio, the Ohioana  

Library Association, and 

the Ohio Center for the 

Book, encourages public 

libraries, schools, families, 

and others to build a  

community of readers and 

an appreciation of Ohio 

authors, illustrators, and 

literature. CTRO is  

adaptable for use in  

classrooms, libraries, 

bookstores, by book  

discussion groups,  

families, and other  

community groups.   

 

Explore Choose to Read 

Ohio resources & toolkits: 

library.ohio.gov/ctro. 
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http://education.ohio.gov/
http://library.ohio.gov/ctro

