
   Funding Your Library Digitization and Preservation Projects with Grants 

Local 

Many counties and cities have foundations and giving programs that provide grant funding locally.  The following 

resources can assist in finding grants in your area: 

The Foundation Center, Foundation Directory 

(http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/) 

Users can search for organizations by state and zip code and peruse requests from foundations desiring to fund specific 

projects.  The site also provides general information about grant writing.  

The Grantsmanship Center, Funding Sources Database 

(http://www.tgci.com/funding-sources/ohio) 

This database provides funding resources from across the nation.  The Ohio section allows users to search for community 

foundations and corporate giving programs.  A highlight of the database is a list of the top grant giving foundations with 

their amount of annual giving. 

Ohio 

Library Services and Technology Act Grants (LSTA), Institute of Library and Museum Services (IMLS) 

Ohio LSTA Portal: http://library.ohio.gov/lpd/lsta

Each year, IMLS provides funding to the State Library of Ohio through LSTA.  A portion of the funding is used to support 

statewide projects that benefit Ohioans while the remainder is distributed to institutions through Competitive Grants and 

Open Grants.   

Competitive Grant Cycle: Typically offered annually
Competitive Grant Term: 9-12 months
Recipient Match: 25% 

Topical categories vary each year

Open Grant Cycle: Offered year-round, reviewed on a rolling basis
Open Grant Term: Varies, typically 6 months
Recipient Match: None 

Flexible topics 

Contact: Cindy Boyden, LSTA Coordinator, State Library of Ohio 

Email: lsta@library.ohio.gov  
Phone: 614-644-6863 

274 East First Avenue, Columbus, OH  43201 ·   614-644-7061 ·   library.ohio.gov

Once a library has identified materials worth preserving 

and/or digitizing and has formulated a plan to accom-

plish the task, then the pursuit of funding can begin.  

While looking for grant funding can be daunting, below 

is a list of organizations to get you started. 

http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/
http://www.tgci.com/funding-sources/ohio
http://library.ohio.gov/lpd/lsta
mailto:lsta@library.ohio.gov


Date 

Ohio (continued) 

Ohio Archives Grant Program 

www.ohrab.org 

Digitization and preservation projects on a small scale qualify for this grant.  Administered by the Ohio Historical Records 

Advisory Board (OHRAB).  Funding is received from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC).  

Qualifying public institutions must use the funds to improve access.  In 2014, 40% of funded projects involved digitization, 

while the remainder was funded for preservation and records processing. 

Amount: $500-$5,000 

Grant Cycle: Annual, due in February 

Recipient Match: 100%  

Ohio History Fund Grants 

https://www.ohiohistory.org/local-history-office/funding-opportunities/history-fund 

The Ohio HistoryConnection receives funding for this grant from a “tax check-off” on the Ohio State income tax return.  

Projects related to Ohio History and Ohio’s Cultural heritage from public entities are eligible.  Digitization and preservation 

projects fall under the “Programs and Collections” category and are to be completed within two years.  For libraries 

looking to towards program creation or implementation, they can qualify under the “Organizational Development” 

category.  Projects in this category are one year in ln length. 

Amount: $1,000-$20,000 

Grant Cycle: Annual, due in September 

Recipient Match: Programs & Collections, 40%; Organizational Development, 20%  

Ohio Humanities Council 

http://www.ohiohumanities.org/grants/ 

The Ohio Humanities Council (OHC), funded by its parent institution the National Endowment for the Humanities, accepts 

applications from Ohio institutions for grants centering on the humanities or that utilize professionals from those fields of 

study.  Grants for larger sums are offered on an annual basis and smaller to mid-sized grants are offered intermittently year 

round. 

Amount: $2,000-$20,000 

Grant Cycle: Throughout Year 

Recipient Match: 100% 

National 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 

http://www.neh.gov/grants  

As one of the largest funding agencies in the United States, NEH provides grants to cultural institutions to fill their mission of 

“promoting excellence in the humanities and conveying the lessons of history to all Americans.”  Multiple grants are 

available for institutions to digitize and preserve their documents.  

Amount: Varies 

Grant Cycle: Throughout Year 

Recipient Match: Dependent on type of grant 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) 

http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/  

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) serves as the repository for the historical records of the federal 

government and encourages the use of primary resources by institutions across the country.  Its granting agency, NHPRC, 

provides numerous grant opportunities to institutions who desire to place their historical records online to promote public 

discovery.   

Amount: Varies 

Grant Cycle: Varies 

Recipient Match: up to 50% match 

http://www.ohrab.org
https://www.ohiohistory.org/local-history-office/funding-opportunities/history-fund
http://www.ohiohumanities.org/grants/
http://www.neh.gov/grants
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/


National (continued) 

Institute of Library and Museum Services (IMLS) 

http://www.imls.gov 

Supporting libraries and museums across the United States, IMLS offers a variety of grant opportunities for small and large 

projects.  Grants are available to those whose proposed project leads to innovation in the field or that reach a broad 

audience.   

Amount: Varies   

Grant Cycle: Throughout the Year    

Recipient Match: Dependent on type of grant 

Other grant opportunities from national/federal agencies are located at: www.grants.gov 

Collaborative Digitization Projects in Ohio 

For institutions with a small amount of materials they would like to have digitized, collaborating with an institution to host 

images is a worthwhile option.  The projects below accept images for digitization that fall into their collection and 

geographical scope. 

Ohio Memory 

www.ohiomemory.org 

Established in 2000, Ohio Memory is a joint project by the Ohio History Connection and the State Library or Ohio.  

Institutions from each of Ohio’s 88 counties have contributed images to the project. 

Contact: Jillian Carney     

Head of Digital Services, Ohio History Connection    

Email: jcarney@ohiohistory.org    

Phone: 614-297-2578     

The Cleveland Memory Project 

www.clevelandmemory.org    

Sponsored by the Michael Schwartz Library, Cleveland State University. The Cleveland Memory Project collects material 

related to history and culture in the Cleveland area.    

Contact: Bill Barrow     

Special Collections Librarian, Cleveland State University     

Email: w.barrow@csuohio.edu    

Phone: 216-687-6998 

Summit Memory 

www.summitmemory.org

Summit Memory is a collaborative effort, led by the Special Collection Division of the Akron-Summit County Public Library, 

to digitize materials from the county’s historical institutions.    

Contact: Rebecca Larson-Troyer    

Akron-Summit County Public Library     

Email: rltroyer@akronlibrary.org    

Phone: 330-643-9030 
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