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Baby Henry is under a lot of pressure to say his first word. His parents are 

all excited about what it will be, but Henry doesn’t see what the big deal 

is. He says things all the time, like “bbbghsh” and “boop,” but no one 

seems to understand what he means. So, Henry decides that he better 

start searching for a word. Luckily, just when he needs it most, his first 

word comes looking for him. 

Talking:  In the beginning of the story, Henry’s parents are 

wondering what Henry’s first word will be. Ask your child, “What 

word do you think will be Henry’s first word?” At the end of the 

story, talk with your child to see if your child guessed Henry’s first 

word. Spend a few minutes sharing with your child about some of 

your child’s first babyhood moments.  

Singing:  This story is all about words. Write the word BINGO with 

your child. Sing and clap the playful “BINGO” song (“There was a 

farmer had a dog…”). Singing this fun song helps your child 

understand the function of letters and how letters go together to 

make words.   

Reading:  The baby’s name is Henry. After reading the story, help 

your child write his name. Go back through the pages of the story 

and look for each letter in your child’s name.    

Writing and Playing:  It’s time to go on a word hunt! Using pieces of 

paper, write the words for things that are mentioned in the story. 

For example, on one piece of paper write the word “baby”, on 

another piece of paper write the word “dog”, etc. Ask your child 

not to peek as you hide each piece of paper nearby. Can your 

child find the hidden words? Together, read the words that your 

child found. Switch roles and you find the words your child hides 

for you. Reread the words together. Most likely, your child will 

remember some, if not all, of the words! 

 

Permission to use book jacket image and book description granted by Penguin Random House. 

 

For more information visit Ohio Ready to Read: ohreadytoread.org 

and Choose to Read Ohio: library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

  

 

 

Choose to Read Ohio                                       

presents 

Henry Finds His Word 
by Lindsay Ward  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Baby Henry is under a lot of pressure to say his first word. His parents are 

all excited about what it will be, but Henry doesn’t see what the big deal 

is. He says things all the time, like “bbbghsh” and “boop,” but no one 

seems to understand what he means. So, Henry decides that he better 

start searching for a word. Luckily, just when he needs it most, his first 

word comes looking for him. 

Talking:  In the beginning of the story, Henry’s parents are 

wondering what Henry’s first word will be. Ask your child, “What 

word do you think will be Henry’s first word?” At the end of the 

story, talk with your child to see if your child guessed Henry’s first 

word. Spend a few minutes sharing with your child about some of 

your child’s first babyhood moments.  

Singing:  This story is all about words. Write the word BINGO with 

your child.  Sing and clap the playful “BINGO” song (“There was a 

farmer had a dog…”). Singing this fun song helps your child 

understand the function of letters and how letters go together to 

make words.   

Reading:  The baby’s name is Henry. After reading the story, help 

your child write his name. Go back through the pages of the story 

and look for each letter in your child’s name.    

Writing and Playing:  It’s time to go on a word hunt! Using pieces of 

paper, write the words for things that are mentioned in the story. 

For example, on one piece of paper write the word “baby”, on 

another piece of paper write the word “dog”, etc. Ask your child 

not to peek as you hide each piece of paper nearby. Can your 

child find the hidden words? Together, read the words that your 

child found.  Switch roles and you find the words your child hides 

for you.  Reread the words together. Most likely, your child will 

remember some, if not all, of the words! 

 

Permission to use book jacket image and book description granted by Penguin Random House. 

 

For more information visit Ohio Ready to Read: ohreadytoread.org 

and Choose to Read Ohio: library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

 


