
Love is the melody that follows us through each 

and every day of our lives. Whether it’s the 

sound of our parents’ voices lulling us to sleep, 

the joyful laughter of an uncle’s latest tall tale, or 

the warm embrace of a loved one telling us 

everything will be okay, it’s a feeling that takes 

countless forms and ultimately connects us all.  In 

this heartfelt celebration of love, Matt de la  

Peña and Loren Long depict the many ways we 

experience this universal bond, which carries us 

from the day we are born through our childhood 

and beyond. 
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Get Ready To Read! 
Encouraging early literacy skill-building in young children. 

About the Book 

Love   

 

By Matt de la Peña  (author)  

and Loren Long (illustrator) 

A Choose to 

Read Ohio 

Toolkit 

Use this toolkit to 

plan library  

programs as well as 

activities for family 

time, day care, or 

the classroom. 

 

Meet Loren Long, a 

Cincinnati-based 

illustrator and  

author of children’s 

picture books, and 

author Matt de la 

Peña, who lives in 

Brooklyn, New York. 

 

Engage children  

in conversations 

and activities that 

explore love,  

empathy, and  

poetry.  

 

Explore fun  

activities that align 

with Ohio’s Learning 

Standards for  

kindergarten 

through grade 3.  

Permission to use book jacket image and book 

description granted by Penguin Random House. 

Many of the activities in this 

toolkit incorporate five early 

literacy practices, everyday 

activities that help children 

get ready to read. These 

practices are: 

         Reading  -  Writing  -  

Talking  -  Singing  -  Playing           

 

Reading to and with children 

is the most effective way to 

support reading readiness. 

Reading aloud develops 

comprehension and           

vocabulary, builds familiarity 

and comfort with books, and 

is fun for adult and child. 

Writing (or drawing and 

scribbling) helps children 

learn about print, letters, 

and vocabulary, and    

supports fine motor skills.   

Talking helps children learn 

oral language—a critical 

early literacy skill—and  

increases vocabulary and 

comprehension.   

Singing slows language 

down so children can hear 

the different sounds that 

make up words, and helps     

develop vocabulary and 

phonological awareness.   

Playing teaches children to 

think symbolically, practice 

self-expression, and put 

thoughts into words.   

All of these practices lead to 

children being ready to 

learn how to read when they 

begin school.  

Parents, teachers, and     

librarians can share these 

practices with children at 

home, in the classroom, or  

at the library. For more     

information, visit         

ohreadytoread.org. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/557383/love-by-matt-de-la-pena-illustrated-by-loren-long/
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/media/3272036
http://www.ohreadytoread.org/


Choose to Read Ohio 

About the Illustrator 

 

Loren Long is the author and illustrator of the Otis series and inaugural Floyd’s Pick 

Book Award winner Little Tree, among other titles. He has also illustrated many books 

by other authors, including Choose to Read Ohio selection Wind Flyers by Angela 

Johnson and Change Sings: A Children's Anthem by Amanda Gorman. Loren Long 

lives in Cincinnati.  

 

More about Loren, in his own words: 

“People often ask how I ended up becoming a children’s author and illustrator for a 

living.  As a kid, I grew up in Lexington, Kentucky, in the 1970s. We had no artists of 

any kind in the family. We didn’t know any artists. I liked sports, especially baseball. 

My mother read to me a lot. But I have to admit, my favorite subject in school was 

P.E. class.  I also liked to draw. My parents encouraged me to keep drawing.” 

 

Illustrator Resources  

 

Loren Long’s official website 

www.lorenlong.com 

 

Cincinnati Public Radio Interview with Loren Long about Love (9 minutes) 

www.wvxu.org/post/loren-long-talks-about-response-his-book-love#stream/0 

 

Sunday TODAY:  Meet the Author with Colorblindness Who Found Success Against 

the Odds (video, 3 minutes) 

youtu.be/5hiuUD0LJUI 
 

Teaching Books: Loren Long 

www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?aid=3412   

Talk About It! 
Open a conversation with children to increase comprehension and spark creativity. 

 

• What do you think love is? Who do you love?  Think about your family and 

friends. What makes you love them? Do you have a pet?  If you do, how do 

you show love to your pet? 

 

• How do you love and respect yourself?  How do you show it? 

 

• In what ways can love make you sad?  Looking at the book, do certain 

illustrations make you feel sad? Why is that? 

 

• In what ways can love make you happy?  Looking at the book, do certain 

illustrations make you feel happy?  Why is that? 

 

• Different colors make you feel different emotions. How does the illustrator, 

Loren Long, use color to share feelings on the various pages? What colors 

make you feel happy, sad, or afraid? 

 

• The author, Matt de la Peña, refers to the book Love as a poem.  What 

characteristics do you think make it a poem?   Here are some other poetry 

books to share or compare:  

Honey, I Love by Eloise Greenfield 

Should You Be a River by Ed Young 

I Am Loved by Nikki Giovanni 

Illustrator photo courtesy  

Penguin Random House; used 

with permission.  

Biography credit: 

www.lorenlong.com/about/full

-bio/. 

“In the  

beginning 

there is light 

 

and two  

wide-eyed  

figures  

standing near 

the foot of 

your bed, 

 

and the sound 

of their voices 

is love.” 

http://www.lorenlong.com/
https://www.wvxu.org/post/loren-long-talks-about-response-his-book-love#stream/0
https://youtu.be/5hiuUD0LJUI
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?aid=3412
http://www.lorenlong.com/about/full-bio/
http://www.lorenlong.com/about/full-bio/
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About the Author 

 

Matt de la Peña lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his family. He teaches creative writing 

and visits schools and colleges throughout the country. Matt is the author of Carmela 

Full of Wishes, Miguel and the Great Harmony, Milo Imagines the World, and Last Stop  

on Market Street, which won the Newbery Medal and was a Caldecott Honor Book  

and Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor in 2016.  

 

More about Matt, in his own words:  

“Writing a picture book is like going back to my roots actually. I started out writing  

spoken word poetry all through high school. I take the same approach to writing a 

picture book. My first job is to get the story right. But then I also have to get the music 

right. And I’ve been fortunate to work with some incredible illustrators.” 

 

Author Resources  

 

Matt de la Peña’s official website 

mattdelapena.com 
 

NPR interview with Matt de la Peña about Love (7 minutes) 

www.npr.org/2018/01/15/578172727 
 

Matt de la Peña and Loren Long at the 2018 National Book Festival (video; 24 minutes) 

youtu.be/y6t1PyC-ugI  
 

Teaching Books: Matt de la Peña  

www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?aid=9407 

 
For publicity and speaking engagement inquiries (for both Loren Long and Matt de la Peña):  

Contact Andrea Cruise, Author Appearances, Penguin Random House Children's Books, at  

penguinauthorvisits@gmail.com.   

Author photo courtesy  

Penguin Random House;  

used with permission.  

Biography credit:  

mattdelapena.com/bio/ 

Learn and have fun! 
Ideas for extending the experience of reading and sharing Love.  

 

• Have children work in pairs, one as author and the other as illustrator, to write and illustrate a 4-line  

poem, using colors to express meaning. They can then switch roles to create a second poem.  

 

• Use this multisensory activity to share the experience of love. Give each child a length of rope. Ask 

them to tie three knots along the length of their rope. Then, have them think of a person, object, or 

activity that they love and three reasons why. Next, pair them up, and using the three knots, have 

each tell the other about their love experience. 

 

• Help children use the school library’s or public library’s online catalog to look up other books by Matt 

de la Peña or by Loren Long. Talk about the roles of author and illustrator, and how each contributes 

to a book. Did you know that authors and illustrators usually do not choose each other? Most often, 

the publisher starts with the author’s story and decides who will illustrate it. 

 

• Show the word “LOVE” on the board as the first letters of an acrostic poem. Work as a group to create 

a word bank of words that start with the letters L, O, V, E.  Then have students create their acrostic   

poem.  (Learn about acrostic poems: wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-is-an-acrostic-poem.) 

 

• Have each child select one favorite illustration from the book and describe why they chose it.  

https://mattdelapena.com/
https://www.npr.org/2018/01/15/578172727
https://youtu.be/y6t1PyC-ugI
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?aid=9407
mailto:penguinauthorvisits@gmail.com
https://mattdelapena.com/bio/
https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-is-an-acrostic-poem


Tie It In! 
Using this book with Ohio’s Learning Standards. 

 
Educators: Every CTRO book may be used to support Ohio’s English Language Arts reading, writing, 

and speaking and listening standards. Other Learning Standards also apply.  These activities using  

Love align with Ohio’s Learning Standards for Kindergarten – Grade 3. 
 

Librarians, parents, and others: These activities are also for library programs, family activities, and other 

projects. Learning Standards define what students should know and be able to do at each grade. For 

more information, see the Ohio Department of Education website, education.ohio.gov. From the  

Topics dropdown menu, click on “Learning in Ohio.”  
 

These activities are also great for library programs, family time, and playgroups.     
 

English Language Arts: Reading 

Students must gain control over many conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and  

mechanics as well as learn other ways to use language to convey meaning effectively. They must  

also be able to determine or clarify the meaning of grade-appropriate words encountered through 

listening, reading, and media use; come to appreciate that words have nonliteral meanings,  

shadings of meaning, and relationships to other words; and expand their vocabulary in the course  

of studying content. 

 

Explore the craft of poetic language by reading aloud to students and having them draw what the 

poem makes them feel. You may have them use just one color to help share feelings. 

 

Discuss Love using questions like these: 

• Why did the author and illustrator include tough scenes in their picture book about love? 

• Which scene represents love the most for you? 

• Which scene are you glad they included? 

• How does the poem differ with and without the illustrations? 

 

As a class, write a poem on an agreed-upon topic. With the teacher as the scribe, learners suggest 

ideas, then phrases, essentially creating a poem from the topic.    

 

English Language Arts: Speaking and Listening 

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students must have many opportunities to take 

part in a variety of rich, structured conversations— as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a 

partner. Being productive members of these conversations requires that students contribute accurate, 

relevant information; respond to and develop what others have said; make comparisons and  

contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in various domains. 

 

Once students understand the term “story foundation,” create small groups for students to tell each 

other stories using the concepts of beginning, middle, and end. As you listen, take note of sentence 

structure (simple or complex), use of descriptive words, and story cohesion. Have students write their 

stories. If writing deters their creativity, partner with a class of older students who can act as scribes. 

 

Library Skills: Foundations for Lifelong Learning and Literacy 

The school library promotes reading and helps prepare learners for lifelong learning. Learners select 

materials, read, empathize, reflect and share ideas to pursue personal growth and improve society. 

 

Have children use the online catalog to look up another picture book using “love” as the subject. Help 

them to find the book on the library shelves, then compare and contrast the two books. 

 

Library Skills: Information Literacy: Research and Explore 

Learners recognize when information is needed and can locate, evaluate, search and use information 

effectively, using resources to search for and evaluate information in a legal and ethical manner. 

 

Instruct students in ways to use online research databases to learn about authors and illustrators. Have 

them use online resources available to students through INFOhio (infohio.org) and to all Ohio residents 

through Ohio Web Library (ohioweblibrary.org) to research the author of a chosen poetry book. 

Choose to Read Ohio, a 

project of the State Library 

of Ohio, the Ohioana  

Library Association, and 

the Ohio Center for the 

Book, encourages public 

libraries, schools, families, 

and others to build a  

community of readers and 

an appreciation of Ohio 

authors, illustrators, and 

literature. CTRO is  

adaptable for use in  

classrooms, libraries, 

bookstores, by book  

discussion groups,  

families, and other  

community groups.   

 

Explore Choose to Read 

Ohio resources & toolkits: 

library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

 

This toolkit revised  

March 2021. 

Choose to Read Ohio 

274 East First Avenue. Columbus, Ohio 43201-3692 

(614) 644-6910    library.ohio.gov 

 

http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.infohio.org/
https://www.ohioweblibrary.org/sources/
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