Monthly Report, November 30, 2020
Reports are posted on the State Library of Ohio website at
https://library.ohio.gov/about/state-librarian-board/
Announcements
News – website
• Contact-free front door pickup now available on Wednesdays at the State Library
Email Listservs
• Contact-free front door pickup now available on Wednesdays at the State Library
• Reminder of Upcoming Webinar... Ornery Teenagers: How to Compassionately
and Effectively Manage Their Problem Behaviors
• WebJunction's upcoming webinars and valuable content for library staff,
November 2 & 12, 2020
Buckeye Children’s and Teen Book Awards
• Voting closed on November 10 for the 2020 Buckeye Children’s and Teen Book
Awards. This statewide readers’ choice award is supported by a council of organizations including the
State Library of Ohio, Ohio Library Council, Ohio Educational Library Media Association, Ohio Council
of Teachers of English Language Arts, the Kent State University iSchool, and the Ohio Literacy
Association.
• Questions about the Buckeye Book Awards can be directed to Janet Ingraham Dwyer
at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov.
Choose to Read Ohio
• This spring, the State Library of Ohio and the Ohioana Library Association, with the Ohio Center for the
Book and the Choose to Read Ohio Advisory Council, announced the 20 books selected for the 2021
& 2022 Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO) booklist. Download the new 2021 & 2022 booklist formatted for
printing and sharing. Read the press release about the new booklist and how it was selected.
• Through a biennial booklist of 20 representative titles for all ages, CTRO helps libraries, schools, families,
book clubs, and others build communities of readers and an appreciation of Ohio authors, illustrators,
and literature. Learn more about CTRO and download booklists and toolkits: library.ohio.gov/ctro.
Questions about CTRO can be directed to Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov.
Continuation of Service During the COVID-19 Pandemic
• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in accordance with Governor DeWine’s order for state
employees to continue to telework when at all possible, State Library staff continue to work from their
homes.
o Office phone lines are being checked, but email is the best way to get in touch with staff
during this time of prolonged library closure. Email contact information can be found here.
• The State Library of Ohio has resumed lending materials. Items will be available via contact-free front
door pickup at the State Library on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Please note: contact-free front
door pickup service will ONLY be provided on Wednesdays for the foreseeable future. The address for
the State Library of Ohio is 274 E. 1st Avenue, Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43201.
o How contact-free front door pickup works:
 Have your library card number ready.
 Look for the contact-free front door pickup signs posted in the parking lot and on the
library door. Call the number posted on the signs: 614-560-1646.
 Deaf or hard of hearing patrons, please text 614-560-1646.
 Staff answering the phone will check out your items and place them inside the
vestibule on the table.
 You must wear a face covering to pick up your items inside the vestibule.
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You will enter the vestibule and pick up your items on the table. Your items will be in a
plastic bag.
 If you have additional questions, please email circhelp@library.ohio.gov.
Our reference and cataloging librarians are working remotely, responding to reference requests from
state employees and the general public alike. With an eye toward the future, staff are also
cataloging and archiving state agency web publications regarding COVID-19.
As the regional federal documents depository and state of Ohio documents depository, our physical
collections are not accessible but our librarians are still responding to government documents-related
questions. Government Documents Librarian Elissa Lawrence is working with the Government
Publishing Office (GPO) Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) to assist with questions from Ohio
depository libraries. Any questions or issues? Email govdocs@library.ohio.gov.


•
•

Guiding Ohio Online
• Guiding Ohio Online is a State Library-administered competitive LSTA (Library Services and
Technology Act) grant. The purpose of the grant is to allow libraries serving rural populations in Ohio
to hire a dedicated technology trainer for their library. The technology trainer is hired as an
independent contractor in a full- or part-time capacity depending on the needs of the library for a
one-year period.
• At the July State Library of Ohio Board Meeting, the following libraries were awarded an LSTA grant to
serve as Guiding Ohio Online sites from October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021:
o Ada Public Library
o Adams County Public Library
o Cardington-Lincoln Public Library
o Cuyahoga Falls Library
o East Palestine Memorial Public Library
o Henderson Memorial Public Library
o Huron County Community Library
o Kingsville Public Library
o Kinsman Free Public Library
o Licking County Library
o Logan-Hocking County District Library
o Madison Public Library
o Meigs County District Public Library
o Newton Falls Public Library
o Perry Cook Memorial Public Library
o Pickerington Public Library
o Putnam County District Library
o Salem Public Library
o Wagnalls Memorial Library
• If you have any questions regarding the funding or budget of Guiding Ohio Online, please contact
the LSTA Office at lsta@library.ohio.gov or by calling 800-686-1532 or 614-644-6863.
• If you have any questions regarding Guiding Ohio Online trainers (hiring, best practices, etc.) please
contact Anne Kennedy, Technology Consultant, at akennedy@library.ohio.gov or by calling 614-4661710.
List of New Acquisitions
• A selection of ebooks and audiobooks recently added to the Ohio Digital Library for November is
available on our website at: https://library.ohio.gov/collections/new-books/november-2020/. Due to
the closure of the library building and staff working remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the list
was limited to ebooks and audiobooks.
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•
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The State Library invited all library types to apply for the 2020-2021 Competitive Grant program. The
application period closed on October 2, 2020. Applications are currently being reviewed, with
recommendations for funding to be made at the December 2020 State Library of Ohio Board
meeting. Applicants could request up to $50,000 in federal funds, and all projects must have included
a 25% local cash match of the total project cost. Proposals for Ohio LSTA Competitive Grants had to
fall within the following four categories:
o Data Management and Analytics
o Literacy
o Outreach and Partnerships
o STEM (or STEAM)
Libraries may apply for an Open Grant at any time. Information on Open Grants can be found at:
https://library.ohio.gov/services-for-libraries/lsta-grants/#AvailableGrants.
o The following libraries received an Open Grant in November:
 Bloom-Carroll High School
 Ohio Wesleyan University
 Xavier University
Questions on the LSTA program should be addressed to Cindy Boyden, cboyden@library.ohio.gov.

Media Coverage
• Following is a sampling of articles about libraries receiving State Library LSTA Grants and CARES Act
Minigrants:
American Libraries
The Great Outdoors: Libraries turn to done delivery, outdoor browsing, and other alfresco services. By
Anne Ford. Print magazine published November/December 2020. pp 14-17.
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/the-great-outdoors-library-services-covid-19/
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Excerpted from article
A lakeside library
Even before the pandemic struck, Lorain (Ohio) Public Library System (LPLS) was
hatching a scheme to use the outdoors as a way of attracting more patrons. Now,
during COVID-19 times, that plan is proving particularly apropos.
In a partnership with Lorain County Metro Parks, Lorain County Public Health, and the
State Library of Ohio, LPLS purchased a shipping container, placed it across from a
beach in nearby Lakeview Park, equipped it with sports and exercise equipment, and
operated it in July and August as the “Little Library on the Lake.”

The News Herald
www.news-herald.com › news › lake-county › perry-publ...
Willoughby, Ohio
Oct 31, 2020 — Perry, Fairport Harbor public libraries each receive $25K in CARES Act funding.
…She [Perry Public Library Director Emily Skunda] said the library is coupling a $2,000 share
from the CARES Act distribution with a $3,000 grant from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, awarded by the State Library of Ohio, to pay for the drive-up window.
https://www.news-herald.com/news/perry-fairport-harbor-public-libraries-each-receive25k-in-cares-act-funding/article_a437626a-fdcc-11ea-92cb-77a4c7b95bef.html

ThisWeek
Bexley Public Library now loans original artwork
By Chris Bournea
October 12, 2020
Bexley Public Library patrons can now check out works by Franklin County artists for the
same loan periods as books, DVDs and other materials. The Bexley Art Library debuted
with an Oct. 4 outdoor event at the library, 2411 E. Main St.
…Schneider [Librarian Leann Schneider] said she proposed the idea of the Bexley Art
Library to library Director Ben Heckman, based on a circulating art program at the AkronSummit County Public Library.
…Each of the artists was paid a $400 purchase fee, covered by grants from the Ohio Arts
Council, the Bexley Community Foundation’s Susie & Charlie Rath Creative Arts Fund and
the State Library of Ohio, Schneider said.
https://www.thisweeknews.com/story/news/local/bexley-news/2020/10/12/bexley-public-library-nowloans-original-artwork/5923182002/

Cleveland.com
Rocky River library partnering with City Club to disseminate election info; library receives grant funds
Updated Sep 21, 2020; Posted Sep 21, 2020
In other library news, the library received two grants. One, for $3,000, was the Library
Services and Technology Act CARES Act Mini-Grant. The other was the $25,000 CARES
Act Coronavirus Relief Fund for Public Libraries.
Both grants are funded, Hayman said, through the independent federal agency
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).
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The Review
County public libraries uniting in service
East Liverpool, Ohio
Sep 14, 2020
The Columbiana Public Library, East Palestine Memorial Library, Lepper Library, Salem Public Library
and Wellsville Carnegie Public Library announce the formation of the PLUS Consortium.
PLUS (Public Libraries Uniting in Service) will allow a greater level of cooperation and
resource sharing between the five member libraries for the benefit of all patrons in
Columbiana County. PLUS will provide integrated library services and resource sharing
which will allow for a seamless experience for our patrons.
…What does this mean for patrons? It means there will be greater usage flexibility. Any
patron with a library card in good standing will be able to use that card at any of the
member libraries. Inter-county Interlibrary loan borrowing and lending of materials will be
easier and faster than ever before. There will be more access to drop off sites as a
patron can return an item to any of the member libraries.
…The member libraries are grateful to the State Library of Ohio and the Institute of
Museum and Library Services. This cooperative project was “funded in part through a
federal Institute of Museum and Library Services LSTA grant awarded by the State Library
of Ohio.” This project could not have been achieved without the funding from this grant.
https://www.reviewonline.com/news/community-news/2020/09/county-public-librariesuniting-in-service/

Notre Dame College Library Receives Grant to Enhance Environment, COVID Precautions
Website news post: https://www.notredamecollege.edu/notre-dame-college-library-receives-grantto-enhance-environment-covid-precautions/
South Euclid, Ohio
July 2020
The Notre Dame College Clara Fritzsche Library has been awarded a State of Ohio
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) CARES Mini-Grant to purchase professional,
protective equipment, support materials and other resources to facilitate safe and
effective service during the COVID-19 pandemic.
…“This grant will assist us in providing a safe and seamless library experience for the Notre
Dame campus community,” said Karen Zoller, director of the College’s Clara Fritzsche Library.
…With the support of the State Library of Ohio and federal funds from the IMLS, Notre Dame
will purchase safety-minded, electronic peripherals including washable keyboards. The grant
also will allow the library space to add plexiglass shields as partitions between workstations
and new, modular furniture to support physical distancing.

Times Bulletin
VWCS library receives grant in response to COVID-19
Van-Wert, September 19, 2020
Van Wert City Schools Library was recently awarded a $3,000 CARES Act MiniGrant to help its student libraries prevent, prepare for, and respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. The purpose of this grant is to help libraries across the state by purchasing
items and materials including, but not limited to curbside service signage, furniture to
The vision of the State Library of Ohio is a Smarter Ohio where every Ohioan can access the necessary resources to
be engaged citizens, excel at their jobs, participate in the workforce, and pursue their passions and interests.

www.library.ohio.gov

274 East First Avenue · Columbus · Ohio · 43201

614-644-7061

support social distancing, remote learning platforms, and storage bins for safe material
handling.
Nellie Schmidt, VWCS Media Specialist, is planning to use the funds to purchase e-books
and audiobooks for students in the elementary, middle, and high schools to encourage
reading even when a physical book may not be available to check out.
…Accounts have been created for students through apps provided by the schools.
Elementary school students use a service called MackinVIA, while high school and middle
school students use Sora. Along with the ability to check out digital books from VWCS,
high school and middle school accounts are directly linked to the Ohio Digital Library
through the Brumback Library when using the Sora app. This allows students to access ebooks and audiobooks that are filtered specifically for teens and young adults.
https://timesbulletin.com/Content/News/Community-News/Article/VWCS-span-style-fontweight-bold-library-span-receives-grant-in-response-to-COVID-19/2/1170/225373?s=1

Ohio Digital Library
• Through November 30, 2020, ODL has tallied 6,140,945 checkouts. This is the first time in its existence
that ODL has exceeded six million checkouts. In fact, in all of 2019, ODL’s circulation was 5,628,889.
• In mid-March, ODL enabled the opportunity for Ohioans to take advantage of the Overdrive Instant
Digital Card. A user can sign up with his/her phone number and gain quick access to e-content via
ODL. Users that sign up via the Instant Digital Card will be directed to their local library to fill out a
physical library card. In November 2020, 5,009 registrations have taken place.
• Curious about what’s being checked out? Take a look at the real-time checkouts and holds.
Ohio Digital Network [Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) Project]
• Through November, the Ohio Digital Network (ODN) now has over 234,300 items on dp.la from 24
active contributors.
• ODN and the State Library launched a Metadata Mini-Grant program, to empower libraries and
museums to prepare their collections for the Digital Public Library of America. Libraries could apply for
up to $4,999 in federal LSTA funds to prepare collections for DPLA. The application period for this grant
initiative closed on November 2, 2020, and applications are currently being reviewed.
• Catch up on recent presentations and continuing education courtesy of ODN and DPLA:
o ODN’s second annual ODNFest was held online on October 13 and featured a keynote
presentation by Holly Smith of Spelman College. Recordings of the event’s sessions can be
accessed here.
o DPLA launched the Black Women’s Suffrage Portal on September 8. The Black Women’s
Suffrage Digital Collection is a collaborative project to provide digital access to
materials documenting the roles and experiences of Black Women in the Women’s
Suffrage Movement and, more broadly, women’s rights, voting rights, and civic
activism between the 1850s and 1960. To celebrate the launch, DPLA held a webinar
on the importance of curating Black Collections, and included information on the
Harmful Language Statement crafted by the DPLA Metadata Working Group.
o ODN is proud of its summer webinar series, “What the Wiki,” which focused on Wikipedia and
digital library collections. Recordings for these three webinars can be found on the Ohio
Digital Network’s YouTube channel.
• ODN has promotional materials for interested institutions and patrons, including stickers and post-it
notes. To request promotional materials for your institution, contact Jen Johnson,
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.
• Jen Johnson and Penelope Shumaker are available to speak to cultural heritage institutions about
DPLA and ODN. For details, contact Jen Johnson, jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.
• For those interested in being a part of the ODN or who want to learn more, please visit the ODN
website and subscribe to the ODN listserv: https://lists.library.ohio.gov/mailman/listinfo/odn.
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Questions on DPLA or the Ohio Digital Network should be addressed to Jen Johnson,
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.

Ohio Ready to Read
• The Ohio Ready to Read (ORTR) trainers have developed an online version of the popular Early
Literacy 101 workshop. Open-registration workshops will be announced on the Library Youth Services
listserv and the ORTR Facebook page. By-request workshops for 15-20 participants are possible; see
the ORTR website for details.
• Early Literacy 101 is a free, hands-on workshop to help library staff build a firm foundation in early
literacy. The online workshop includes two two-hour live sessions and approximately 2 hours of onyour-own work. Participants will learn how brain development impacts how young children learn, and
will explore effective, research-based early literacy resources and activities.
• As the ongoing pandemic continues to limit opportunities for families with young children, remember
that the Day By Day Ohio Family Literacy Calendar website at DayByDayOH.org features a perpetual
calendar with songs, activities, book suggestions, and videos for every day of the year. Day By Day
Ohio offers resources to further develop early literacy skills and improve school readiness.
o Day By Day Ohio, a service of the State Library of Ohio in collaboration with Ohio Ready to
Read, also includes literacy and health information and an Ohio public library locator map. It
is available anytime, anywhere and requires just internet access and a computer,
smartphone, or mobile device.
• Contact Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about ORTR.
Presentations
• Janet Ingraham Dwyer spoke at a NEO-RLS Adult Services Networking meeting on November 5 about
2021 summer library program resources from CSLP and the State Library.
• Janet Ingraham Dwyer was a panelist on a Team Vittles podcast about the federal Child and Adult
Care Food Program and ways libraries and community partners can fight hunger during the school
year.
• Evan Struble gave a brief presentation on the State Library’s LSTA program at the NEO-RLS Annual
Membership and Appreciation Meeting.
Professional Activities
• Stephanie Michaels contributed the following blog post to the Ohio Memory blog: It’s Turkey Time!

[continued on next page]
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Publications
• The State Library Coronavirus Information and Resources webpage is kept up to date with new
information and resources. To improve ease of access, links to the page are featured on the library’s
home page (library.ohio.gov/coronavirus-information-resources/). The webpage includes our Here to
Help video and features links with summaries in categories of Government Information and
Resources, For Everyone, For Libraries, Learning Opportunities, Access to Library Resources, Resources
for Economic Support, and State Library News.

SEO Service Center
• The total automation consortium circulation for past 30 days was 870,739.
• There were 3,057 new users created in the past 30 days.
• Interlibrary loans initiated for the past 30 days—516
o This includes Referral Center requests and SEO Items requested.
• There were 492 support tickets for the past 30 days.
• Niche Academy Stats
Tutorial

20-Nov

COVID-19 RESOURCES AND INFORMATION

20

The SEO Library App

43

OverDrive|Libby eBooks, Audiobooks, and More

149

Using the Online Catalog

194

Managing Your Online Account

127

Using the Online Catalog to Find Digital Materials

45

Using the Catalog to Find Articles and Journals

35

Lynda.com Tech Skills to Boost Your Career

2

Chilton Auto Repair Instructions

11

Consumer Health Complete

1

Elementary (Kids InfoBits)

5
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The Reading Room: Accelerated Reader (AR) and Lexile Reading
Levels
Ancestry Library Edition - Access Billions of Genealogical Records

3

Fold3 Remembering Veterans Through Military Records

8

World Book Encyclopedias and More (1)

0

Science Reference Center

0

Transparent Language Online Language Learning

3

The SEO Library Die-Cut Collection

22

Using the My Lists Feature

21

Placing Holds on Magazines

8

Placing Item Specific or Multiple Holds

54

Goodreads Perfect Book Recommendations

0

Total

758

7

SEO Consortium Libraries App (BCMobile) Stats
o 651 new devices
o 15,094 holds placed
o 32,416 app launches
o 41,481 total searches
Splashtop On-Demand Access
o 28 on-demand remote sessions
Consortium Service Highlights
o The SEO migration team attended several virtual team meetings with both migrating libraries
leading up to the go-live of the Louisville and Rodman Public Libraries.
o The Rodman and Louisville Public Libraries went live on the SEO Consortium on Thursday,
November 12, 2020.
o The SEO Management Team met with Evan Struble and Cindy Boyden to finalize the SEO IMLS
CARES Act iPad Project details on November 16, 2020.
o SEO Directors 2020 Deliverables Overview on November 18, 2020
 Kid’s Catalog
 Custom Self-Registration
 SEO Libraries App: Self-Service Checkout
 SEO Libraries App: Curbside/Click & Collect feature
 IMLS CARES Act iPad Project
o The SEO Management Team had a meeting with SirsiDynix to discuss an upcoming
deduplication project of the SEO database on November 18, 2020.
o The SEO management team met with EBSCO representatives to discuss any possible discounts
and additional reporting available for the EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS) on November 19,
2020.
o John Stewart met via Zoom with Wes Osborn, Executive Director of Information Technology for
the Central Library Consortium, to discuss new projects and services within their consortia.
o The SEO management team released the IMLS CARES Act iPad survey to member Directors to
gauge interest in receiving an iPad for one of the qualifying projects on November 30.
o The SEO Management Team met with Eric Taggart, Director of the Rodman Public Library, to
discuss any final migration-related questions on November 24, 2020.
o The Library Management System (LMS) Support team set up six new service points:
 Ottawa Curbside (Putnam County District Library)
 Kalida Curbside (Putnam County District Library)
 Ottoville Curbside (Putnam County District Library)
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o

 Ida Rupp Hold Lockers (Ida Rupp Public Library)
 Erie Island Hold Lockers (Ida Rupp Public Library)
 Marblehead Hold Lockers (Ida Rupp Public Library)
LMS Support team assisted Coshocton Public Library and Upper Sandusky Community Library
in going fine free.
The LMS support team logged several hours in the set-up of circulation map rules and user
profile abilities for Louisville Public Library and Rodman Public Library.

Strategic Planning
• Libraries currently receiving strategic planning services from State Library consultants include:
o Lima Public Library
o Loudonville Public Library
o Canal Fulton Public Library
o Germantown Public Library
o New Carlisle Public Library
o Arcanum Public Library
o Kaubisch Memorial Public Library
• If you have questions about the State Library’s strategic planning services, or would like to be placed
on the waiting list for this service, please contact Evan Struble at estruble@library.ohio.gov.
Summer Library Program/Summer Reading Program
• A preliminary 2020 Ohio Summer Library Program (SLP) evaluation report is available:
https://library.ohio.gov/documents/2020-ohio-summer-library-program-preliminary-report
o Most Ohio public libraries were able to offer SLP, and those that didn’t made their decisions
thoughtfully and with public safety in mind. A large majority of survey respondents said they
considered their 2020 SLP a success, given the circumstances. Libraries statewide
implemented many new emergency practices that were so successful that they will become
standard practice. Library staff creativity, flexibility, and resilience made it possible for Ohio’s
libraries to engage, support, and comfort their communities in a pandemic.
o A fuller report, including anecdotes and analysis from Ohio librarians, will be available by
year’s end.
• An online access code for the 2021 Collaborative Summer Library Program manual has been sent to
a representative of each of Ohio’s 251 public library systems. The access code may be used by all
library buildings and departments in multi-location systems. Ohio public libraries’ membership in CSLP
and access to the online CSLP manual are fully supported by federal LSTA funds administered by the
State Library of Ohio. The online manual includes the complete program manual, all artwork and
downloadables, and many extra resources not available in the static manual formats.
o The 2021 CSLP slogan is “Tails and Tales.” The program features animal-themed artwork by
Salina Yoon.
• Contact Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about SLP.
Transforming Teen Services
• The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) is leading a nationwide training initiative to
support and elevate teen services in libraries and other learning environments. Transforming Teen
Services integrates connected learning, computational thinking, and youth development to help
librarians build responsive services for and with teens. A national cohort includes teams of trainers
from 46 states, Washington DC, and the Northern Mariana Islands. Ohio’s team consists of: Kristin
Wilson, Loudonville Public Library; Steve Moser, Dayton Metro Library; and Janet Ingraham Dwyer,
State Library of Ohio.
• After planned trainings across Ohio were interrupted by the public health emergency, Ohio’s team
developed a four-session, six-hour online Transforming Teen Services course. The third cohort of this
course is currently meeting. Future cohort opportunities will be posted to the Library Youth Services
and Ohio Teen Librarians listservs. Contact Janet at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with questions.
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Transforming Teen Services prioritizes the value of services for and with teens, the uniqueness of each
community, and the primacy of equity. Learn more: www.ala.org/yalsa/train-trainer-project

WebJunction
• There was a total of 134 WebJunction course completions and webinar attendees in November
2020—up from 110 in October. Significant trends in the popularity of courses were not evident with 81
different courses completed and 2 webinars. Attendees represented all types of libraries with105 from
Public, 13 Academic, 4 from Special, 4 from School, 4 from Independent Research, 1 from a State
Agency, and 2 from none of the above.

Number of attendees completing courses/webinars by Library Type

State Agency Library
None of the Above
Independent Research Library
School Library
Special Library
Academic
Public Library
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