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Focusing on Government Information and Special Collections
All too often, people overlook the information included in
government documents and special collections because
they think the information might be too difficult to find
and use or they’re simply unaware that it exists. This issue
of the Ohio Libraries Quarterly takes a look at government
documents and other special collections that can, as
the Cleveland Public Library so nicely states, “enhance a
research paper, genealogy exploration, or a business plan
in ways most patrons don’t even realize.”
If you’re new to researching government information,
you might want to begin with Ben’s Guide, a great guide
to government information for students and researchers
of all ages. Your next step might be to explore federal
government documents included in a Federal Depository
Library such as the State Library of Ohio or the Cleveland
Public Library, which has been a Federal Depository
Library since 1886. Want to know more about the Federal
Depository Library Program? We provide an article with
a concise overview of the program including information
on how to find a Depository Library near you as well as the
types of information you can expect to find.
Ohio libraries house a number of very interesting special
collections such as the John R. Kasich Congressional
Collection at the Westerville Public Library and the Ohio
Supreme Court Law Library, which is open to the public
and has a staff of experts who are able to assist libraries
and patrons with legal research.
The Ohio History

Tracy Nájera was recently appointed by the Ohio Department of Education to the State Library Board. She is a senior
consultant for a national education improvement consultancy partnering with states, foundation and other organizations to improve educational outcomes for students – particular those of color and low income. Her nearly 20 year
career has focused on improving policies, systems, and
structures to support educational opportunity and equity

Connection Archives/Library has a wealth of resources
to assist researchers with Ohio history, information about
Ohio’s government, and information that may be valuable
to genealogists. Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities
is a state agency that helps people with disabilities find
and keep a job. They have recently opened an online
portal to make it easier than ever for Ohioans to access the
important resources and services provided by the agency.
This issue also takes a look at Choose to Read Ohio, an
initiative of the State Library of Ohio, Ohioana Library
Association, and Ohio Center for the Book, developed to
showcase Ohio’s literary talent and heritage. Finally, we
examine the way one school is helping its students learn
about government and the role the school librarian plays
in that endeavor.
We hope you will enjoy this issue of Ohio Libraries Quarterly
and perhaps discover some new sources of interesting
information to help with your next research project or to
assist your library patrons.
Beverly Cain
State Librarian of Ohio

for all children. She has extensive professional and volunteer
experience in communications, budget and finance, public
policy, and program implementation and evaluation. She
has served on boards and committees in central Ohio and
is the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions for her
service. A graduate of the Ohio State University, Dr. Nájera
earned her MPA from the Glenn College of Public Affairs
and her Ph.D. in Education Administration.
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Interview with a Librarian:

Jessica Klinker

Jessica Klinker, Library Media Specialist, Franklin Heights High School recently met with Marsha McDevitt-Stredney for an
interview and shared her career path, participation in state and national library conferences, and her passion for the
school librarianship.
Marsha: Tell me a little bit about your
early education background and your
career path to your current position.
Jessica: I went to Xavier University
for my bachelor’s degree, where I
majored in History and English and
Secondary Education. I was originally
licensed to teach 7th through 12th
grades in those subjects. I taught at
a couple different schools for the
first four years of my career, mainly
middle school... language arts and
other subjects. At that time, educators
were being told that we would have
to get a master’s by the tenth year
of our teaching and I was thinking
about what master’s I wanted to
pursue. Someone mentioned library
science and I thought, that feels like
it would be a great fit for me. That’s
when I pursued the library and
information science. From my fifth
year of educating until now—it’s my
16th year—I’ve been a librarian. I did
K to eighth grade for seven years at a
Catholic school in Columbus. And this
is my fifth year here at Franklin Heights.
Marsha: Was there an inkling of interest
in librarianship before that time?
Jessica: I grew up in a really, really,
small town called Columbus Grove,
Ohio. And there’s a really, small, small
public library there. My mom is the
one who put the inkling in my head
when I was in middle school. She’s
said, “Jessica, you need to get out of
the house. You read too much. Maybe
you should volunteer at the library.”
It wasn’t like the big public libraries
in Columbus where volunteering is a
regular thing. But she talked to them
and I started volunteering there when
I was a seventh grader. Then, I worked
there as the library page. I remember
them mentioning you should get
your degree in library science…your
master’s degree.
But I think when you’re young and in
high school, the master’s degree just
sounds like an impossibility. It wasn’t
until later after my bachelor’s and a
few years teaching where a master’s
degree seemed more of a possibility.
I enjoyed working in the public library.
It was a part of my personality. So, I
thought it would be a good fit.
Marsha: Did you earn your degree at
Kent State?

Jessica: Yes, I did the satellite program
here in Columbus. I think it was about
2005-2006.
Marsha: Were there online classes at
that time?
Jessica: I think three of the classes were
online. I remember an instructional
design class online. But, most of them
were still face-to-face. It was when
the program had an office at Ohio
State University. We did a couple of
the videoconferencing classes at the
State Library.
I just had a FEEP student, that’s
freshman early experience, coming
in a couple times a week. She’s a
student at Ohio State University who’s
currently getting her degree in early
and middle childhood education.
She has an interest in library science
down the road and asked for her
placement to be with the librarian.
We were just talking today about the
Kent State SLIS program. I said if any
of the classes can be face-to-face, I
encourage that. The networking and
the colleagues—I still stay in contact
with several of the people who were
part of that program that I met at that
time.

Marsha: The connections and the joy
of learning together face-to-face…
Jessica: I understand the convenience of having them online. There’s
probably a lot of demand from busy
students. But even a hybrid model
where at least a few times throughout
your class you might meet face-toface or something, I feel—that networking, particularly in our profession,
is so critical.
Marsha: You’ve mentioned teaching
and your two library positions. Were
there any other jobs while you were
an undergraduate or after graduating
with your teaching degree?
Jessica: I went to Xavier University,
and I taught there for two years
before I moved to Columbus. During
the summer those first two years, I
worked through the YMCA at one of
their childcare programs. They were a
facility that had the Ohio Reads grant
and I was an assistant for the first year
of the Ohio Reads grant. The next year
I was taking it out to the school sites
that were part of that program. Also
in the first year, since it was part-time,
I worked in the school-age childcare
room of the WYMCA. I feel like those
types of experiences, even though
All photos by Marsha McDevitt-Stredney
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they were summer, help me have a
better understanding. Having worked
with the pre-K through 12 age ranges,
in different ways, gives you more of an
appreciation of how students develop
in their learning and grow over time—
also different school settings.
Since I graduated, I have worked two
different charter schools, two different
Catholic schools, and now in SouthWestern City Schools, which is the 6th
largest public school district in the
state.
Marsha: What differences do you see
in the library and information science
profession today compared to when
you became a librarian—including in
your own work?
Jessica: Well, definitely in the
advances in technology, which
have dramatically changed library
services. We’ve used technology
since I’ve been out of school. But,
the amount of it and the ease of
access that the students have to it
has changed dramatically—like, how
many students have devices in their
hands. Just in the five years I’ve been
here at Franklin Heights, with our new
building and old building, the library
was the computer lab. There was
one computer lab that wasn’t in the
library. But two of them were in the
library space.
Teachers had to schedule when they
were coming to the computer lab
and have a plan. If students needed
to do anything, they had to come
to the library. Now we are blessed to
have Chromebook carts in almost

every classroom and in the library.
There isn’t a computer lab in the
library. That changes what the library
offers and the demand for the library.
I find we need to think of ways to take
library services out of the library—to
the students in their classrooms more
rather than them coming to me. I find
myself having to reach out to teachers
more, to get myself in front of them,
more and more.
If I overheard them teaching while
they were using the computer I would
say, “Oh, did you know we have these
resources, too? Let me help you with
that.” Or, “How can I be of assistance?”
I was also doing more troubleshooting
with technology. Now it’s more like,
“Hey, remember to work with me. I can
come into your classroom and teach
these skills with you when you’re trying
to do research. Or, we could sit down
and plan…I know you want to do a
lesson on AP biology. Can we come in
and think of a way that maybe I can
bring in the databases when you do
that or other ways that I can help you
plan and do something cool with your
lesson?” I find particularly in school
libraries…because that’s my world…
library service has to move out of the
library more and make our spaces—
and that whole push has been a big
thing in school libraries, too—a place
for that free unplanned investigation
and exploration and play that is so
valuable at unlocking imagination
and teaching critical thinking and
collaboration and real-world skills.
Those are hard things to put into
the classrooms because of all the
demands that teachers have for
standards and standardized tests.

Libraries are going to be able to play
that role.
Marsha: How many students are here?
Jessica: Between 1100 and 1200 in
our building. I have a completely
flex schedule, which means I can be
flexible and available any time with
any teacher. So, whether they have
a planning period first through eighth
and they want to meet with me or
work with me, I can be available. We
are blessed to have a full-time aide
so that the library will remain open if
I’m out of the library. We really have
a good situation right now in the high
schools, in our district.
Marsha: Do you see differences
between teachers new to the
profession in how they work with
you and someone who has more
experience?
Jessica: The difference is perhaps
based more on what their previous
experience with librarians has been
and maybe how much experience
they have with a team-teaching
model. Things I’ve heard from other
people, not just here but high school
teachers in general, because of the
way they are set up in departments
and very content based, that model
of team teaching hasn’t historically
been as much a part of a high school
model as in a middle school or an
elementary school. If they’ve never
experienced team teaching, it can
be difficult just to understand how
much I’m willing to come in and sit
down during the planning process,
and be involved in the entire part of
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INTERVIEW continued
research—instead of just okay, you
can come in for a day to do your little
30 to 40-minute spiel; and then you’re
done.
When I first started, the librarian going
into the classroom wasn’t a model they
had been working with here. Some of
them were surprised and didn’t really
understand it. I’d get a lot of requests
like, “Can you come and teach my
students how to research in a day?”
And I said, “I really can’t teach that
in one class period. Maybe we can
look at what you’re trying to do and
figure out a skill that I could come in
and do a lesson on.” It’s a process of
working with them and thinking of
how can we do it consistently in lots
of little ways. Teachers are so, so, busy.
I mean, when you’re dealing with all
the data collection and everything
they have to do, it can be easy to just
get it done yourself and forget about
thinking about working with someone
else, because it does take extra time
to sit down and plan something and
have that back and forth that comes
with the true teaming model.
But, there are some teachers who,
when they want to try something cool,
will invite me in. I think when they see
the value and remember that I’m an
English teacher and a History teacher

and all those things, too, then we
have had some successful models of
that longer term, co-teaching and
things like that.
Marsha: It sounds similar to outreach
processes and challenges facing
instructional librarians in academic
settings. Some scenarios work better
than others.
Jessica: When you can demonstrate
some good teams—I’m thinking of
two English teachers here, Shelly
Mann and Laura Garber. They came
to me about my second year or so
and said, “Hey, we want to try some
inquiry.” I was like, “Great, me too.”
We sat down and we planned some
in-depth lessons on what inquiry
looks like. It was kind of new to all of
us, to do it well and building out and
what that was going to look like. They
were good about inviting me to all
the planning sessions and sharing
all their documents with me. I was
involved in creating the entire unit
and the assessments and everything.
Then what comes from the library
part is research isn’t a one period
thing. It’s starts at the beginning with
questioning and continues through
the end of the project.
Later on, when the students are ready,

we can have them do a little bit of
research stuff like go find one of these
articles and read it and respond.
Once they’ve gotten more questions,
then they can start choosing their
own and going out and doing more
of their investigation. Throughout the
processing, you’re talking about citing
and copyright and all those kinds of
things, whereas that’s more authentic
in the longer term and is reinforcing to
the students that first of all, the librarian
can help you with this. Second of all,
it’s a process. It’s not a one-and-done
kind of thing. If you can show some
success with that, then hopefully, the
other teachers start seeing it, too. It’s
not a quick process.
Marsha: What do you think is going to
happen in the future, particularly in
Ohio, as we hear so many times that
the school librarian/media specialist
position has been cut or reduced in
our schools? Are you optimistic about
where it’s going? What do you think is
going to happen?
Jessica: I think there are some things
on the horizon that are hopeful in the
new ESSA, Every Student Succeeds
Act, which is kind-of taking the federal
legislation, taking the place of No
Child Left Behind. It’s currently in the
process of being decided in the state
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of Ohio. But there’s some language in
there that’s very hopeful for librarians.
I know OELMA (Ohio Educational
Library Media Association) is working
really, really hard to make sure that we
are involved in every conversation.
Our midwinter conference is focused
on how we can be involved with ESSA
and be leaders in our district and help
teachers and people understand the
legislation.
I know OELMA’s president and past
president are especially involved with
working with ODE (Ohio Department
of Education) right now on creating an
effective school librarian’s rubric…a
school library program’s rubric, which
can be part of that ESSA. I think they
said their feedback from the state
was something to the effect of, “If
we want to put it into our language
in ESSA, we have to have some way
of understanding what a good one
looks like.” We said, “We can provide
that for you.”
Another national movement right
now is the Future-Ready School and
Future-Ready Librarians, which is also
trying to just get it in everyone’s mind
that if we want good digital citizens,
you need to have a good licensed
media specialist in your school who
can teach those skills—those two
things have to go together. That’s

all very helpful. I feel like it is a time
of evolving. We as media specialists
have to be leading that change and
being ready to change.
Like I said, moving to this new building
has especially changed my delivery of
library services. I’m still in that process
of figuring out exactly what the new
shape of it’s going to be because the
students aren’t coming with classes
very often anymore. They can come
during study hall or at lunch. Teachers
very rarely have a reason to bring
them here because they have so
much technology in their classrooms.
So, it’s figuring out how those library
services can be delivered to where
they are and how to get kids in. When
you’re dealing with a fixed schedule
in a building, there’s not a lot of flex
time. I don’t necessarily have answers
right now. I’m trying to figure them
out. I’m trying to dialogue with our
curriculum director here asking if
there are courses I could be teaching
on the skills, like information literacy.
I know AP has an AP Research class
and an AP Capstone that currently
aren’t offered in our district. Maybe
we could look into adding those. I
could be involved in teaching those
completely—so different kinds of
things like that. I’m currently trying
to work with my freshman English

teachers on—not a special, per
se, but maybe a regular schedule
of where I go into their classes in a
more regular way where we can say
all ninth graders now have this skill.
Let’s tell the whole building so that
everybody’s asking their ninth graders
to do this type of citation so we’re all
being a little more consistent in our
language. Those are just some things
we’re trying and also figuring out how
to make our space grow in STEM and
STEAM and coding and all those kinds
of things. We have to be the leaders in
those avenues.
I’m passionate about bringing those
things in and not only offering in
the library, but figuring out how to
connect them to curriculum. When
we introduced coding last year,
the AP bio teacher invited me in.
We showed the students how to use
Scratch to create a simulation of
one of the processes that they were
studying. One girl did how DNA fixes
itself. Instead of just having to know it
for a test, the students have to be able
to teach someone else. That teacher
keeps data on how well students do
on tests from year to year. So, she knew
after that unit, they scored 8.6 percent
higher than they had the year before
and 14 percent in the class two years
before them.
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Choose to Read Ohio: A Year (or so) in the Life
By Gregg Gassman
Library Assistant, Library Programs and
Development, State Library of Ohio
Since 2009, the Choose to Read Ohio
(CTRO) Advisory Board has worked
with program partners (State Library
of Ohio, Ohioana Library Association,
and Ohio Center for the Book) to develop and promote biennial booklists
that showcase Ohio’s literary talent
and heritage. Free, downloadable,
resource-packed readers’ toolkits
are available for all CTRO books from
current and past program cycles at
www.library.ohio.gov/CTRO. No registration is required.
It was early September of 2015 when
I became involved in developing
the 2017 & 2018 Choose to Read
Ohio (CTRO) booklist. That’s when
Janet Ingraham Dwyer invited me
to join the CTRO Advisory Board
and I enthusiastically accepted her
suggestion. I had been helping with
wrapping up the remaining work for
the 2015 & 2016 CTRO list for several
months, starting soon after my arrival
at the State Library. The work had been
a joy—I cherished being able to focus
in on the wonderful Ohio-connected
books and create something both
meaningful and useful for a receptive
and enthusiastic audience, and I was
even able to connect with some of the
best authors and illustrators around.
Over eighty titles were proposed
over the next several weeks during
the build-up to the Advisory Board
meeting on October 15, when the list
was culled by discussion and general
consensus to 47 titles. Those titles
included 10-15 nominee books from
each of CTRO’s four age bands (Young
Children, Tween/Middle Grade, Teen,
and Adult) which were presented to 51
reader-electors, including public and
school librarians, teachers, and other
educators and advocates of books
and reading. A few months later, in
February, the results were in and the
Advisory Board officially finalized the
2017 & 2018 booklist containing 20 titles
(five from each age band) and set to
be announced at the 2016 Ohioana
Book Festival on April 23.
The time between the finalization of a
CTRO booklist and the announcement
of the list is spent reaching out to
the relevant authors, illustrators,
and publishers, both to inform them
of their inclusion on the upcoming
booklist and also to begin the process
of collecting the information and
permissions necessary to create the
engaging and useful toolkits that

form the backbone of the CTRO
program. In 2016, the process went
fairly smoothly—within a few days
of reaching out, I had established a
line of communication with either
the author, illustrator, or publisher (in
some cases all three) of all 20 new
CTRO titles. Soon, I was spending a
whirlwind day at the 10th annual
Ohioana Book Festival, meeting CTRO
authors, illustrators, and fans, and
promoting the new booklist alongside
the old favorites.
With the booklist announced and the
first round of permissions gathered,
toolkit production began in earnest
in the late spring. Every year new
minds come into the process, often in
the form of interns from KSU-SLIS. This
year interns Kristin Wilson (Winterfrost
and There Will Be Bears) and Therese
Terndrup (I Wanna Go Home) joined
the process, helping to launch into
toolkits and accessory materials for
middle grade and young readers.
Kirstin and Therese also helped with
process improvements for CTRO.
Kirstin assisted Janet and me in the
development of a “toolkit production
guide” for new contributors to
reference as they learn the ropes.
Therese proved essential in providing
a new level of detail and intentionality
to the copy-editing process. Both of
these contributions proved very useful,
as this was also the first year that
non-intern contributors have written
toolkits, with generous donations of
time and talent from several members
of the CTRO Advisory Board, namely
Katie Porteus (Vigilante Poets of
Selwyn Academy), Bryan Loar (The
Seventh Most Important Thing), and
Christina Dorr (Fat Angie).

2017 & 2018 toolkits and tipsheets
(for children’s titles) that were ready
for publication, along with some
visual improvements that will help
to make it even more navigable
while highlighting the richness of the
resources available. Resources that
were not complete at that point have
been gradually added in the time
since, and the journey that began
in early September 2015 is almost
complete—but this fall, the CTRO
advisory Board will meet once again,
this time to consider titles for the 2019
& 2020 booklist. Perhaps I’ll see you
there.
To view the 2017 & 2018 Choose to
Read Ohio booklist announcement,
please go to: library.ohio.gov/news/
books-selected - choose - read ohio-2017-2018/.
If you would like to subscribe to the
CTRO email list, please go to: https://
lists.library.ohio.gov/mailman/listinfo/
ctro.
Gregg Gassman is a Library Assistant
at the State Library of Ohio and is a
member of the Choose to Read Ohio
Advisory Board. He invites questions or
comments about CTRO and related
programs at ggassman@library.ohio.
gov.

A
discussion
of
CTRO
toolkit
contributors would not be complete
without a note of appreciation to
the authors, illustrators, and their
representatives who have offered
useful feedback and encouragement
along the way. Their contributions are
especially meaningful because it’s
their buy-in to the program that makes
CTRO so special, and this buy-in often
goes beyond the (much appreciated)
assistance with developing resources.
This past August I had the pleasure
of announcing (through the recently
revived CTRO mailing list) a free
middle-grade author forum chock
full of CTRO authors and CTRO titles,
brought directly to my attention by
one of the panelists who noted the
connection.
As 2016 came to a close, the CTRO
website was updated to include the

State Library of Ohio										
6

Return to Table of Contents

State Library of Ohio										
7

Return to Table of Contents

For information on the formation and dedication of the Floyd Dickman collection, please visit: library.ohio.gov/news/
dedication-floyd-dickman-childrens-book-collection/.
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John R. Kasich Congressional Collection
By Nina Thomas, Local History Associate and
Beth Weinhardt, Local History Manager
Westerville Public Library
When Congressman John R. Kasich
left the U.S. House of Representatives
in 2000 after 18 years of service, he
brought scores of boxes filled with
paper records and memorabilia
back to Central Ohio. Having been
a resident of Westerville for a number
of years, he approached the public
library about being a depository for
his Congressional papers.
After the decision was made to
accept the Kasich Congressional
Collection, library staff members
began the process of organizing the
material. Volunteers aided with the
cataloging. Most of the boxes were
filled with paper records, but there
were also many photographs and
recordings of Kasich during media
appearances. In 2006, the collection
was made available to the public.
Of course, when a Congressman
retires after serving nine terms in
Washington, they are going to have
acquired some interesting and
unusual items that represent their
actions and interests. The Westerville
Public Library Local History Center
has photographs of Kasich with past
presidents from Nixon to Clinton,
posters from his early campaigns,
and pertinent political cartoons on
display. His time as Chair of the House
Budget Committee during the Clinton
Administration when he worked on
balancing the budget is represented
by a wooden engraved sign which
reads, “It’s the national debt, stupid”
and also by “The Kasich Gavel” which
is an axe. Some items that are on
display were gifts, like the statue of
a soldier engraved with the words
“Frontline Congressional Fighter for
Veterans” and a baseball signed by
Cleveland Indians pitcher Bob Feller.
The Kasich Congressional Collection
can be visited at the Westerville
Public Library Local History Center
daily Monday through Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Appointments
are recommended.

Photos provided courtesy of the
Westerville Public Library. Top: John
Kasich speaking in front of the 1982
Congressman campaign sign. Center:
The Kasich Collection is housed at the
Westerville Public Library on the second
floor of the Local History Center;
www.westervillelibrary.org/kasich.
Bottom, L to R: Nina Thomas and Beth
Weinhardt.
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Old Books and New Databases

Legal Research at the Ohio Supreme Court Law Library
By Erin Waltz
Public Services Manager
Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library
The Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library was established
around 1860. The Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library’s
initial collection of nearly 2,000 volumes of law books was
originally transferred from the Law Department collection
of the State Library of Ohio. Since then the collection has
grown, and while the collection is extensive and covers five
floors, the primary function of the library is to provide a staff
that can assist with legal research.
The Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library was established
and is maintained primarily for the use of the Justices and
staff of the Supreme Court of Ohio, so the primary user base
is about 250 people. Following a long-established tradition
and with permission of the Court, the library is open to the
public and also serves members of the bench and bar, the
state legislature and all state agencies.

Ohio Collection
The Supreme Court Law Library has an extensive collection
of Ohio legal and legislative materials. The collection
includes the Ohio Supreme Court briefs and records from
1897 through 2007 when the court began digitizing filings.
While it does not include every brief filed with the court, it
is the most comprehensive collection available, containing
approximately 9,800 volumes of material. The library also
houses an expansive collection of unreported decisions
from the Ohio appellate courts. Prior to 2002, only 10-15%
of Ohio appellate cases were reported. In the late 1970s,
the library began collecting the unreported cases from
Ohio’s 12 appellate district courts and bound them for later
use. In addition, almost every reporter of Ohio decisions
is housed in the library in print or digital form. There is a
complete set of the Laws of Ohio which traces legislation
back to Ohio’s birth in 1803. The historical materials in the
library encompass the laws of the Northwest Territory and
the collection even contains a copy of Laws Passed in the
Territory of the United States North-West of the River Ohio,
the original compilation of laws that governed the land that
became Ohio. The collection also includes a complete set
of the Ohio Attorney General’s opinions and a historical
archive of Ohio court rules.

Photos courtesy of Supreme Court of Ohio Law Library.
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Resources
In addition to the large collection of
books, the library offers free access
to several research databases.
Included in these free databases are
HeinOnline, LLMC, Lexis and Westlaw.
These services allow patrons access
to research materials that can be too
expensive for them to purchase on
their own. With access to the library’s
vast array of resources, pro se patrons
and the general public can begin
researching legal issues on their own,
before hiring an attorney.

Research Services
The library staff is dedicated to
providing
high-quality
research
services for all patrons. The librarians
are experts in researching Ohio
law. They help patrons find forms,
locate treatises, law reviews, statutes,
regulations, and case law.
Need to see how a statute read in
1974? The librarians can track down
prior versions of Ohio statutes and
regulations. They can also trace a
statute back to its origin or find when
a particular word or phrase was
added to the statute. The staff can
also obtain Ohio Supreme Court briefs
and records or help you locate an
Ohio Supreme Court opinion. They

frequently assist patrons compiling
legislative histories and help explain
the mechanics of the Ohio legislative
system. Often, the librarians assist
patrons with conducting online
searches in the legal databases
provided for free in the library.

Service to Libraries
The Supreme Court of Ohio Law
Library is here to help with all legal
reference questions.
The staff is
happy to take patron referrals or walk
another librarian through the process
of finding the information for the
patron. The staff also offers a class on
legal research for non-law librarians
that can be tailored to the needs of
another library.
Located in the Thomas J. Moyer Ohio
Judicial Center, the Library is staffed
Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. and is open to the public;
be aware that you need photo ID to
enter the building. You can contact
the library by phone or email with a
research request at libref@sc.ohio.gov
or 614-387-9680.

Erin Waltz is the Public Services
Manager for the Supreme Court of
Ohio Law Library. Prior to that she
was the Research Librarian at Bricker
& Eckler LLP and the Ohio Attorney
General’s office. Erin is now the Past
President and Webmaster of the
Central Ohio Chapter for the Special
Libraries Association and a member
of the Columbus Bar Association,
the Ohio Regional Association of
Law Libraries, and the American
Association of Law Libraries. Erin
holds a BA in History from Capital
University and an MLIS from Kent State
University.
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Make your voice heard in Washington during Virtual Library Legislative Day
By Bill Morris
Governmental Affairs Coordinator
State Library of Ohio
Virtual Library Legislative Day
The President’s budget zeroes out funding to the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and all federal funding
to libraries through the Library Services and Technology
Act (LSTA). There’s never been a more important time to
contact your members of Congress to impress upon them
the importance of maintaining these federal funds for
libraries.
National Library Legislative Day, sponsored by the
American Library Association (ALA) is held each spring in
Washington, D.C. This year, National Library Legislative Day
will be May 1-2, 2017. For those who cannot attend NLLD
in person the ALA sponsors a Virtual Library Legislative
Day as well. Virtual Library Legislative Day activities will be
held throughout the week of May 1-5, 2017, and will be an
opportunity for all library advocates to make their voices
heard on a national level. Library advocates who cannot
make it to Capitol Hill for the event can be a part of the
effort by calling and/or emailing their elected officials
any time the week of May 1-5. Visit this web page in late
April for talking points to include when writing or calling
your legislators. Register now to support libraries for Virtual
Library Legislative Day

National Library Legislative Day began in 1976. In 2003,
Friends of Libraries U.S.A. began a virtual component to
engage Friends of the Library groups, library advocates
and supporters around the country who could not travel
to Washington, D.C. for the main event. Now in its 14th
consecutive year, the virtual campaign continues to
support the efforts of those who attend this important day
in Washington, D.C. and meet with their elected officials in
person.
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State Library of Ohio Statement on the Impact of the President’s Proposed
Elimination of the Institute of Museum and Library Services
On March 17, 2017 the following statement from State
Librarian Beverly Cain was released to the Ohio library
community.
The White House has released its new budget blueprint, an
advisory document that proposes increases in spending to
military programs and national security, coupled with major
decreases to—or the complete elimination of—many
programs supporting museum and library services, scientific
data and research, human health, and environmental
safety; social uplift, education, and protection for the poor;
international diplomacy, cooperation, and aid; and the
arts, culture, and history. The House and Senate will now
begin offering their own budget resolutions, and a long
process of negotiation—informed by the will of the people,
as expressed to our elected representatives—will ultimately
result in Appropriations Committee legislation setting
funding levels for agencies and offices.
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has
been targeted for elimination. The Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA) administered by IMLS provides
critically important funding for our nation’s libraries. LSTA
Grants to States is the largest grant program run by IMLS
and Grants to States appropriations are distributed directly
to each state and territory through a population-based
formula. Each state identifies the most appropriate uses of
these funds for library services and activities to meet their
state’s economic, educational, civic, and demographic
needs. The return on investment for this program is substantial
and is enhanced by each state’s matching contribution.
Many of the innovations taking place in America’s libraries
today are a direct result of this vital and successful program.
In Ohio, federal LSTA funds are used in ways that touch every
community across the state. The State Library supports
the machine lending activities for the Ohio Talking Book
program, serving the state’s blind and physically disabled
population, with LSTA funding. Licensing and management
fees for the Ohio Digital Library are paid using LSTA dollars.
The SEO Library Consortium is partially subsidized with
federal LSTA funding. A core set of high quality, relevant,
and reliable library databases acquired and made freely
available through the Ohio Web Library to all Ohioans
through a partnership with OPLIN, OhioLINK, and INFOhio
rely on substantial LSTA funding made available through
the State Library of Ohio. Many of Ohio’s school libraries
were automated through INFOhio with the support of LSTA
funds.
The State Library of Ohio receives an LSTA appropriation of
approximately $5 million per year. If these LSTA dollars were
no longer available in Ohio, the negative impact would
be far-reaching and the following programs and services
would be curtailed or significantly reduced:
• EBSCO databases would disappear (or would
have to be funded at the local level). The lack
of LSTA funding to support the library databases
jointly provided by the State Library, OPLIN,
OhioLINK, and INFOhio would jeopardize
the partnership and could potentially lead
to elimination of the statewide availability of
these resources.
• Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically
Disabled services supported by the State
Library would be curtailed.

• Public libraries would not receive summer
reading materials and summer reading
workshops would no longer be subsidized.
• Ohio Digital Library, serving the patrons of
177 public libraries across the state, would no
longer receive support from the State Library;
member libraries would be required to pay a
portion of the yearly software maintenance
($125,000).
• Data available through the Public Library
Survey would be minimal.
• Consulting services, such as strategic planning,
space design, and youth services would be
significantly reduced or eliminated.
• State Library support for WebJunction would
end and library staff would no longer have
access to Skillsoft courses.
• Competitive grants to support innovative
initiatives in areas including Data Management
and Analytics, Outreach and Partnerships, and
STEM/STEAM, would no longer exist.
• The SEO Library Center would no longer be
partially supported with federal funding,
requiring the elimination of some services
such as Technology Training on Demand.
Continuation of services would require
increased financial support from SEO member
libraries.
programs
such
as
Library
• Leadership
Leadership Ohio and ILEAD USA-Ohio would
be eliminated.
• The process of establishing the Ohio Digital
Network as a service hub for DPLA would be
significantly delayed or terminated.
• Plans to use LSTA funds to support the Guiding
Ohio Online digital literacy program once the
grant funding from Serve Ohio ends in FY 2018
would be eliminated.
The loss of this critical funding would come at a time when
state funding for Ohio’s libraries lacks the stability it needs
to ensure that our libraries remain able to innovate, adapt
quickly to local needs, and develop programs and services
that enable all members of their communities to thrive.
As a federal government agency, IMLS cannot engage
in any form of advocacy. However, they will continue to
actively educate about the important role of IMLS and
LSTA in serving our nation’s communities as they work
closely with the Office of Management and Budget as
the budget process continues. I encourage you to sign up
through the ALA Action Center to receive advocacy alerts,
background information, and talking points about this
important issue. Ongoing funding and policy updates from
the ALA Washington Office also are available at the District
Dispatch blog. If you would like information about the
amount of LSTA grant funding your library has received in
recent years, please contact Missy Lodge or Cindy Boyden
at the State Library of Ohio.
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Students Learn about Government at the School Library
and at the polling place!

By Nellie Schmidt
District Media Specialist
Van Wert City Schools
Sidebar by Mary Rodriguez-Noble, Library Media
Specialist, Rogers High School, Toledo Public Schools
This past year was an exciting time to talk about government because politics has been dominating television and
the minds of Americans. At Van Wert City Schools, we voted
on the Buckeye Children’s and Teen Book Awards the week
of the national election. The month leading up to the election, we did preparations to get kids ready. The 4th graders
were learning about government and elections in class, so
we did some extra activities in library with them, including
a Coke vs. Pepsi simulation to teach them about the Electoral College. For this simulation, as students entered the
room they were given pieces of paper that had states writ-

ten on them. Students wrote on the back of each state if
they wanted that state's vote to go to Coke or Pepsi. We
discussed the electoral vote and the popular vote and then
we acted it out with our pieces of paper. Students tallied
their popular vote on a white board, Coke goes to Ohio, it
gets a tally; Florida wins Pepsi, it gets a tally (popular vote).
On the television screen we used an interactive Electoral
College map online and Coke would get Ohio's electoral
votes, while Pepsi got Florida's. It was a great visual way to
see the difference between electoral vs. popular vote.
The other weeks leading up to the national election, we
shared the books that were nominated for the Buckeye
Book Awards. During election week, students came to
the library, which was decorated in red, white and blue
streamers, balloons, and voting booths (including an actual old voting booth from our Board of Elections), and voted

Photos on this page: Fourth grade students at Van Wert Elementary School as they cheer on the high school students returning by bus
from their first experience voting on Election Day as registered Ohio voters.
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Photos on this page: The Van Wert school library decorated for
the week of Election Day with streamers, voting booths, and
posters promoting the Buckeye Children’s & Teen Book Awards.
Photos courtesy of Van Wert City Schools.

through a Google Form for which book they wanted to win
the Buckeye Book Award. It was a very successful month
of lessons and activities, and the kids enjoyed it (as did the
adults).
Our school district also supports student participation in the
actual elections in a very meaningful way. Van Wert High
School buses any students that are eligible and registered
to vote to the polling place on Election Day so that the students can vote. The students can have the support of their
government teacher and peers while figuring out how to
do it (many times for the first time). This year, after the eligible high school students voted, the bus brought them by
the elementary school where the 4th graders were outside
cheering them on with signs, claps and cheers on their way
back to the school. It was a really neat experience, and I
believe those students are more likely to continue voting
due to that experience.

Nellie Schmidt

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)describes their federal agency as the nation's record
keeper. The National Archives website includes the following sections: Research our records, Veterans’ service
records, Educator resources, Visit us, and America’s founding documents. DocsTeach, For Teachers, Students,
and History Explorers is part of the Eductors Resources on the National Archives website.
Access to thousands of primary sources — letters, photographs, speeches, posters, maps, videos, and
other document types — spanning the course of American history.
Borrow from an ever-expanding collection of document-based activities created by the National Archives,
and teachers around the world. Copy and modify activities for your students.
Create your own activities using the online tools. It’s as simple as: (1) selecting a tool, (2) choosing your
primary sources, and (3) customizing instructions. Learn more at https://www.docsteach.org/
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EXPLORE the Treasures

of the Ohio History Connection Archives/Library

This sign invites our guest to explore our collections. It is affixed to the Reference Desk.

By Fred Previts, State Archivist
Elizabeth Plummer, Outreach Reference Archivist
Ohio History Connection
Museum and Library Services Division
EXPLORE! This word greets visitors to the Ohio History Connection Research Room. Come and explore the treasures
available in the Ohio History Connection library. Perhaps
a visitor would like to know if Uncle Benny died in 1953. Perhaps they heard that their great-great-great-great grandparents were the first settlers in their township and they
would like to see the original land records. Perhaps a student needs a photograph of Ohio Stadium. Or, they would
like to learn about the pre-contact American Indians and
the many mounds that they built. The Ohio History Connection has this information and SO MUCH MORE!

The Ohio History Connection is a non-profit organization
that provides history-related services for the state of Ohio
as mandated in the Ohio Revised Code. This includes maintaining the state’s historical records in the State Archives.
These records document more than 200 years of activities
and operations of state and local governments. Included
are the records of Ohio’s Governors, the Secretary of State,
the Attorney General, the State Auditor, the Ohio General
Assembly House of Representatives and Senate committees and Ohio General Assembly members.
The records of Ohio’s state agencies are also maintained
by the State Archives. Examples include the Adjutant General’s Office, the Department of Natural Resources, the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the Department

State Archives Series 183 Graves Registration Cards A-Z, Soldiers
Buried in the State of Ohio from the Revolutionary War to World
War II [CA. 1810]-1967. This image is not online. The catalog
record is at ohiohistory.org/occ.
Right: John Melish Map c. 1813 - MAP VFM 0003-8 Ohio. Drawn
by John Melish, ca. 1813. The catalog entry is at ohiohistory.org/
occ. It is available in the Ohio History Connection Selections
collection of Ohio Memory at http://www.ohiomemory.org/
cdm/singleitem/collection/p267401coll32/id/2662/rec/1 .

All photos and images of digitized content provided courtesy of
the Ohio History Connection.
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The Daily Ohio Statesman March 14, 1867. It is in the Ohio Statesman collection of Ohio Memory www.ohiomemory.org

of Commerce, the Development Services Agency, the Department of Taxation, the Department of Developmental
Disabilities, the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction.
The State Archives also holds the records of select local
government offices such as the County Commissioner
Journals, minutes of City Councils, the minutes of Township
Trustees, County Court of Common Pleas, and County
Probate Court Journals. The legal rights of citizens are
protected in local government records such as deed,
mortgage, and tax records.
For family history researchers, these records are a treasure
trove of possible vital records for their ancestors. We have:
• Birth and death records from 1867 – 1908 for select
counties
• Statewide Ohio Department of Health death
certificates from 12/20/1908 to 1963
• Marriage Records for select counties
• Naturalization Records for select counties

VFM 5695 Hezekiah Helphrey Papers 1862-1863. This image is of a
March 25, 1863 letter of Hezekiah Helphrey , a 20 year old private
from Licking County, Ohio who served in Company G of the 96th
Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War. A week after he wrote this
letter he was killed in battle at Millikins Bend, La. on April 1, 1863.
His Grave Registration Card is the first image. The catalog record is
at ohiohistory.org/occ. This image is not online.

• Will and estate records for select counties
• State Prison records including the Boys’ and Girls’
Industrial School
• Land entry records including plats, survey notes,
and tract and entry books documenting the original
subdivision of the Ohio Country.
What was it like to live in Ohio from 1788 to the present? As
family history researchers, we are fascinated by the stories
of Ohio’s previous residents. Did you realize that it took one
week on horseback to travel from Lebanon, Ohio to Lancaster, Ohio in 1829? The wife of Supreme Court of Ohio
Justice Charles Sherman could not attend her husband’s
funeral in Lebanon, Ohio when he died suddenly on June
14, 1829 because of the distance. He was buried in Lebanon. Years later the family reinterred his remains at Elmwood Cemetery, Lancaster, Ohio. Today the drive would
take two to three hours by car. These questions may be answered by the Ohio History Connection’s extensive collection of letters and diaries, books, maps, and photographs.
We also hold organizational records from Ohio businesses,
churches, unions, and other associations.

Land record signed by President John Adams.

Ohio History Connection continued on p. 18
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Ohio History Connection continued

State Archives Series 3094 Ohio. Division of Vital Statistics. Death Certificates December 20, 1908-December 31, 1963. The catalog entry is
at ohiohistory.org/occ. It is available in the Ohio History Connection Selections collection of Ohio Memory at http://www.ohiomemory.
org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p267401coll32/id/4503/rec/1.

Is a visitor looking for Aunt Mimi’s obituary? It may be in one
of the Ohio History Connection’s newspapers. We have the
largest collection of Ohio newspapers in the world in hard
copy, microfilm, and digital formats from 1793 to the present. Our Microfilm Room has over 58,000 rolls of newspaper
microfilm which can be borrowed through Interlibrary Loan.

Another highly recommended repository for online resources is Ohio Memory. It is a statewide digital library operated
by the State Library of Ohio and the Ohio History Connection. It includes materials from over 360 cultural heritage
institutions representing all of Ohio’s 88 counties. It is freely
available at www.ohiomemory.org.

A great resource for our visitors who like to research newspapers with their coffee or tea in the comfort of their homes
is the Ohio History Connection’s online newspaper collections. We have digitized over 315,000 pages of pre-1923
newspapers that are keyword searchable and available
through the Library of Congress Chronicling America at
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/. Through partnerships
between the Ohio History Connection and local institutions, an additional 310,000 pages of Ohio newspapers
have been digitized. They are available at
www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/newspapers.

How do you find these materials? Please start at the Ohio
History Connection’s Online Collections Catalog. It is divided into three catalogs: Library and Newspapers, Manuscripts, Audio/Visual and State Archives, and Museum Collections. A visitor can search all three catalogs at once or
search a specific catalog. The Newspaper Browse feature
allows one to search our newspapers holdings by year and
then by city or county.
Through the Select Ohio Public Records Index at http://
apps.ohiohistory.org/death/, family history researchers can

State Library of Ohio										
18

Return to Table of Contents

State Archives Series 3829 Franklin County Probate Court Journal {microform], Book 43, p. 48. The catalog record is at ohiohistory.org/
occ. This image is not online.

Group Picnic Photograph from the Ohio History Connection Selections collection
of Ohio Memory. It is available at http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/singleitem/
collection/p267401coll32/id/19684/rec/106. The photograph was taken by Harry
Kinley in Upper Sandusky, Ohio between 1900-1910 and shows his parents John and
Caroline Kinley and their friends at a picnic.

Ohio History Connection continued on p. 20
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Ohio History Connection continued
search for public records. Through this index, researchers
can contact the Ohio History Connection to purchase
copies from the following records:
• Ohio Department of Health Death Certificates, 19131944
• Ohio Department of Health Death Certificates, 19541963
• Ohio Department of Health Stillborn Death
Certificates, 1913-1935
• Ohio Department of Health Stillborn Death
Certificates,1942-1949
• Columbus Board of Health Death Certificates, 19041908
• Ohio Girls’ Industrial School, 1869-1943
• Ohio Boys’ Industrial School, 1858-1944

the telephone on Saturdays. Our telephone number is
614.297.2510.
Thank you for exploring the treasures of the Ohio History
Connection with us.

The Ohio History Connection Archives/Library Research
Room is open Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission to the library is free, although
we do ask that visitors register for a library card. There is
ample free parking at the Ohio History Center, 800 E. 17th
Ave. Columbus, Ohio 43211-2474.
Our staff is ready to help you with email and telephone
reference. Our email address is reference@ohiohistory.org.
We answer the telephone on Mondays and Tuesdays from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We do not answer

Elizabeth Plummer

Government Publications at the State Library of Ohio
The State Library of Ohio is the regional
federal depository for government
information in Ohio. That means we
receive a tangible copy of every
document the federal government
distributes
and
we
keep
our
documents permanently. The State
Library has the most comprehensive
collection of federal documents in the
state.
Our collection is extremely diverse.
We have Journals for the House of
Representatives from the very first
session of Congress and propaganda
posters from World War II. We have
a collection of soil samples from the
early 1900s and photos that were
taken on the moon. All in all we have
over a million federal documents.
The State Library is also home to the
most comprehensive collection of
Ohio documents. One of the first state
agencies, we were founded in 1817
and the state documents collection
includes materials from the very
beginning of Ohio.
Both the state and federal documents
collections are meant to be used.
While not all materials may be
checked out, all items are available for
patron usage on site and depending
on condition, digitized copies may be
available for remote access.

Most materials in both the state and
federal documents collections from
1976 forward appear in the online
catalog. Please reach out to the State
Library Reference Staff about earlier
documents. There are many more
items in our collection than in the
catalog.

State Library of Ohio										
20

Return to Table of Contents

What does it mean to be a Federal Depository Library?
holding a wide array of materials produced by the U.S.
Government. To find a depository library near you, visit
catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp.

The United States Government is the largest publisher in
the world. It distributes materials in a variety of formats,
including electronic, CD, microfiche, and paper. As part
of its publishing program, the U.S. Government Publishing
Office (GPO), through the Federal Depository Library
Program (FDLP), distributes certain classes of Government
documents free of cost to designated libraries throughout
the United States and its territories. These libraries are known
as Federal Depository Libraries.
Federal Depository Libraries must offer free, public access
to their federal collections, even if the depository library
is part of a private academic institution. In addition,
information specialists are available at these libraries to
assist the American public to locate federal information.
In Ohio there are currently 51 Federal Depository Libraries

What can I find at a Federal Depository Library?
• Information on topics such as health, business, careers,
the military, science, technology, travel, nutrition, and
more
• Books, maps, microfiche, journals, periodicals, and
more
• Historical publications dating back to the early days of
the republic
• Expert reference assistance from government
information librarians
• Access to online government information resources
• A network of librarians to facilitate access to materials
located at other libraries
• Online access to government information.
If your library is interested in more information about
becoming a Federal Depository Library, please contact
Kirstin Krumsee, Library Consultant at the State Library of
Ohio.

Ben's Guide to the U.S. Government,

a service of the Government Publishing Office (GPO),
is designed to inform students, parents, and educators
about the Federal Government. It also provides
resources regarding which documents are published
and disseminated by the GPO’s Federal Depository
Library Program.
A great feature of Ben’s Guide is that the site includes
resources for different age groups learning about the
U.S. Government. The Apprentice track is suitable for
children ages 4-8, Journeyperson for children ages
9-13, and the Master track for learners age 14 and over.
Ben’s Guide includes infographics intended for educators and students to support learning about the U.S.
Government. There are graphics going over the three
branches of government as well as the process a bill
takes to become a law.
The site also includes lesson plans produced by the
American Association of School Librarians and links to
government websites for kids and educators. This is a
great resource to highlight both for students interested
in the U.S. Government and for educators preparing to
teach the subject.
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Cleveland Public Library Government Documents –
A Stroll Through Time in the Stacks

By Sarah Dobransky
Government Documents Supervisor
Cleveland Public Library
Cleveland Public Library (CPL) has
been a federal depository library
since 1886, celebrating our 130th
anniversary last November. Government Publishing Office (GPO) Historian
George Barnum came to Cleveland
to present the library with an anniversary certificate commemorating the
event.
CPL’s Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) collection contains the
same laws and regulations found in
most depositories: The Federal Register, Congressional Record, Supreme
Court Reporter, Public Laws, and
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).

These are great publications: highly
important legislation and information that have shaped our nation
historically, politically, and culturally.
Though I have a personal love for
legislative history, I have been made
aware through the reactions of some
library patrons, coworkers, and even
friends, that “government is boring.”
Fortunately, our collection is so much
more than the laws and regulations.
With a long, rich history, CPL has collected some rather interesting and
strange items over the past 130 years.
Walking through our stacks (both
those open to the public and those in
our storage collection) is akin to taking a stroll through history.
In addition to being an FDLP partici-

pant since 1886, CPL has also been a
federal patent depository since that
program’s inception in 1871. As a result,
the library’s collection includes print
indexes and reports from the Commissioner of Patents back almost 150
years. For those needing more recent
information, CPL (as one of 80 Patent
and Trademark Resource Centers
(PTRCs) across the country) provides
access to the same patent database
servers housed in Washington, DC. At
CPL, we offer in-person training for
both the novice looking to patent a
new invention and the intellectual
property experts at many of the local
law firms. We can move patrons from
the making stage, using our TechCentral 3D printers and engravers, all the
way to the patent stage and even
beyond with business resources from
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the Small Business Administration and
Census Bureau.
Beginning before the turn of the 20th
century, the sage advice offered by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
provides a glimpse of what it was
like for some to raise a family, manage a household, grow your own
fruits and vegetables, and live life as
an informed consumer. The department’s books contain information
on the land, food, and the ins and
outs of farming. For example, CPL’s
complete set of the Yearbook of the
United States Department of Agriculture begins with its first publication in
1894 and continues through the last
print publication in 1993.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture
certainly was not the first, nor the last,
government agency to offer guidance through life’s major events. While
many think of the beautiful art and
building projects created during the
New Deal, the Works Project Administration (WPA) also collected data on
thousands of Americans across the
nation. These reports and more live
in CPL’s extensive WPA collection. In
addition to the WPA, early works from
the Social Security Administration also
provide insight into everyday life during and after WWII. Gems found in the
stacks include a pamphlet on rearing
adolescents and nurturing babies as
well as a guide to youth involvement
in the workforce.

Like most public libraries, the most
recent materials grace the open
shelving. The heart of our Government
Documents collection, however, lies
in the closed stacks where our oldest
documents reside. Within those books,
the tale of America unfolds. Through
some of our earliest documents from
the War Department [ex., Military
Laws of the United States (1898)], we
can see how military life changed
and shaped our nation. We can follow cultural and political trends like
Communism, atomic bombs, and civil
rights. Peppered throughout the cultural history, developments in medicine and health tell another story: how
Americans were changing and how
we strove to understand new diseases
like cancer, AIDS, and various mental
illnesses. Looking at Department of
Defense and NASA documents, we
can see the transition from railroads to
bi-planes to space shuttles. Across the
nation, we can watch the development of land, the creation of monuments, and the protection of sacred
places through documents from the
Interior Department.
The government documents collection at CPL is chock-full of fantastic
pamphlets, books, and brochures
that highlight history, but every once
in a while an item will show up that
takes a detour from the traditional
path. Among the more mundane
items, we have all of the impeach-

ment hearings from President Clinton.
Stranger things include the Roswell
Report from 1995, a thickly bound
book with black and white plain government reports covering everything
from weather balloon schematics
to first-hand accounts of the secret
goings-on in Roswell, New Mexico,
during the 50s and 60s. You can also
test your space traveling capabilities
with the Space Travels board game
from NASA, one of the many educational resources we have in the Government Documents department. We
all have a special place in our hearts
for Smokey the Bear, and the nostalgia runs deep when we get to use the
children’s books with our furry friend
emblazoned on the cover.
Those odd, quirky, or surprisingly
informative resources that don’t fit
the usual bill are exactly what make
government documents fascinating
and important. They can enhance
a
research
paper,
genealogy
exploration, or business plan in ways
most patrons don’t even realize. It’s
always a joy to see the surprise on a
patron’s face when they learn that
the obsolete company they’ve been
trying to examine has a few registered
patents or was mentioned in an
obscure report. It almost feels as if the
government documents department
should be renamed the “Think Outside
the Box” department.
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make it a point to know people’s names
when they come in. I think that means
a lot to the students. “It’s a place where
they know me, and I’m respected and
can kind of just be myself.”
Marsha: In this issue, we’re featuring
government information. As you know,
accurate information and access to
government information is vital to democracy. Do you work with teachers
in government classes to help students
find access to government resources?

If we can show teachers how they can
do these kinds of things and still master the content that they’re required to
teach—that’s something that I’m passionate about, and try to connect with
teachers on—showing how the library
services and research information skills,
and the new technology skills aren’t extra work. They can help you meet the
demands you already have to meet.

using their own words to show you how
one project has affected them. When
you’re building in those types of skills and
tools and different things, sometimes
the students find that as valuable as
the content they’ve learned. So, those
types of reflections are really important
for building meta-cognition and
helping students understand their own
learning processes.

Marsha: Are you also collecting data
about the work you’re doing?

I think it just depends on what teacher
and what opportunity—I’m always
on the lookout for ways that we can
collect data to show our impact.

Jessica: I try to collect as much data
as I can and I’m always looking for
other ways to collect data. Like any
librarian, I collect all my user statistics.
I participate…all of our teachers in our
building are part of a teacher-based
data team. Almost every school in our
district has to do it now. I participate
on the English I and II teacher-based
teams. We meet every other week to
look at student assessments and talk
about the assessments, and then look
at instructional strategies and talk
about that. A big push in our building
is argumentative writing. Research and
information literacy fit like a glove with
argumentative writing because you’re
talking about claims and evidence
and credibility of your evidence, and
everything like that.
That’s probably the biggest way in
terms of working with the teachers
instructionally and how we use data. I
try…when I have a little bit longer with
students and if it’s not just a drop-in visit,
we try to build self-reflections into our
assessments—like, “what did you learn”
and “how have you grown during
this project?” Sometimes that kind of
feedback is more valuable even than
a list of numbers because the student is

Marsha: You have a unique opportunity
to view their growth compared to some
other teachers.
Jessica: Yeah, in the library we could
see a student every single day for
four years, sometimes more than one
period a day depending on how their
schedules have been arranged for
study halls and lunches. We also have
a unique opportunity to get to know
some students in a nonacademic way,
where that academic pressure for some
students, a classroom setting isn’t the
most safe setting for them, depending
on what their previous experience has
been with it. I think they can relate to
us in a little bit different way because
they don’t have that fear of having to
perform on a test or assignment. It gives
us a unique opportunity to get to know
students in a different way. We have
1200 kids. So, I don’t know everybody.
But, there’s a lot of them I know.
That rapport can carry over then
from the library to when I go into their
classrooms. Even if I don’t know all of
them in the classroom, I know a good
percentage of them. My aide and I both

Jessica: The government teachers
here haven’t called upon me too
often. When I think of the government
resources…the state and federal
resources available through INFOhio,
and I know the State Library is a big part
of those resources, are huge in what I
do with every content area, not just
government. We purchase a few other
databases through Gale. But largely,
INFOhio has always been what we go
to. The main other thing is the Library
of Congress website; my teachers and
I love the primary source analysis tool.
We call it ORQ because it’s observe,
reflect, and questions. We use that a
great deal in terms of how we teach
guided inquiry and helping students
reflect critically about any type of text,
whether it’s an image or a movie or
print resource.
Marsha: Any other resources provided
by the government?
Jessica: I do promote OhioMeansJobs
a lot for the ACT prep and the ASVAB
prep. We have a Navy ROTC program
here and Navy recruiters coming in.
They said we need to get the kids to
pass the ASVAB. I’m like, “Well, did you
know there’s this online practice tool
available through OhioMeansJobs?”
The career tech teachers here use
it quite a bit. We have a college and
career readiness class where I know
she has them accessing it. I work with
the guidance counselors to make sure
they’re aware of it. We are definitely
trying to make sure kids are aware of
it because it’s a great—especially that
K12 backpack—I think the college prep
resources are the biggest.
Now that ACT—I don’t know if you
know the new requirements. All of the
juniors have to take the ACT. It can
be one of the things that with all the
other tests can be combined toward
their graduation requirements. It
doesn’t have to be passed. But there’s
a point system. The ACT prep has now
become a really, really, really, big part,
especially in the junior curriculum. This
year we’ve been looking for ACT prep
resources and OhioMeansJobs is one
that has been a big part of that.
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Marsha: What are the other databases
that you buy that are not available
through INFOhio?
Jessica: The three we purchased
are through Gale. We buy Student
Resources In Context, Opposing
Viewpoints In Context. And we just
started purchasing this year Global
Issues In Context. I like that one. It’s
very similar to Opposing Viewpoints
In Context, but it brings in articles and
things from around the world. I make
sure I talk with students about how the
United States views our election, for
example, might be very different than
how somebody in Sydney, Australia
or Singapore would comment on our
election. The way Gale’s set up, you
can search and pull results from both
Opposing Viewpoints and Global
Issues at the same time. Those are the
three that we purchase. Otherwise,
INFOhio right now—I mean, they
are very good—EBSCO does about
everything including two really good
science databases. I haven’t felt the
need to add to that. Right now most
of our needs are being met with those.
Marsha: Do you participate in a consortium? If a student wants to borrow
a book that you don’t have, can they
get it from either the public library or
from another school?
Jessica: Yes, there are four high
schools, and a career center in our
district and all of our feeder K-8
schools. We ILL [interlibrary loan] with
everyone in our district. Just in the last
year or two, Southwest Public Libraries
have been working on getting the
students what they call their CAT
card, which is Children and Teen. CAT
gives students some access to the
electronic resources and they can
also check out some print. The pony,
a delivery system in our district, goes
from building to building. Any public
library book that comes back to any
of our buildings can be delivered
back to Southwestern Public Libraries
for us. They’re part of the Central
Library Consortium and we can call
them or email them with a request for
a student and have it delivered using
the pony.
Marsha: You mentioned OELMA
before and I understand you’re in a
leadership role with OELMA. Would
you share a little bit about how you
grew into that position and why you
think it’s important—if you were going
to give advice to someone entering
the field.
Jessica: Well, when I was in my master’s
program, Linda Cornette was one of
my first instructors. I think she is a past
president of OELMA and I remember

she talked about how important it
was to be involved. I joined when I
was still a student at Kent State with
the student membership rate and
started going to the conferences.
Another friend of mine, Jill Merkle,
who’s a school librarian, she and I
were in the program together. After
we went to one or two of the OELMA
conferences, she’s the one who
encouraged me. She said, “Jessica,
I think we could do a presentation.”
I said, “I think you’re crazy because
there’s no way I could get up in front
of a bunch of people like that and
present.” She’s like, “Yeah, yeah, we
have something we can offer. We can
do this.” She’s the one who pushed
me. I may never have presented at a
conference if she hadn’t inspired me
and given us the confidence to do
it. I think it might’ve just been our first
or second year as librarians. We did
two or three presentations over the
next couple years. Jill and I both, then
in back-to-back years, applied for
the AASL grant…the Frances Henne
grant that allows you to go to one of
the conferences. I won it one year

and then she won it the next time it
was offered two years later. Going
to the national conference gives you
an opportunity to see your profession
on an even bigger scale and the
networking that’s involved there.
I now present frequently at OELMA.
I remember Krista Taracuk [current
president of the State Library of Ohio
Board] was the president of OELMA
at one time. She said, “Would you like
to take more of a leadership role?” I
was like, “I feel like I kind of am.” A few
years later she nominated me for the
Emerging Leader award and I won.
There are people in OELMA, like Krista
and Liz Deskins, and probably others
I can’t think of right now, who gently
nudged me from time to time— “Hey,
Jessica, do you think you’d be interested in doing this?” When Angela
Wojtecki was president, she asked
me to be the membership chair. The
membership chair is not an elected
position, so I could go to the board
meetings and be involved in those
conversations.
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They realigned the board this year
with some new positions. One of
them, an elected position, is director
of conference. I can do that because
I’ve been on the planning committee.
It’s a two-year position. I’ll be doing
that this year and next year. I find being
part of a professional organization like
that so valuable. We’re in a unique
role in the building. I mean, there is
something similar about teaching
across the board that you can go
next door to a teacher and say how
are you handling X, Y, or Z. But, there
are things about the librarian aspect
that there’s truthfully nobody else in
the building who understands.
If you need help with something, you
have to have people that you can
reach out to and say, “How are you
handling X, Y, or Z?” If you’re in a world
where no one else is talking school
libraries, it would be really easy to
not realize your program has kind of
slipped a few years behind the times.
But, when you’re with OELMA, we
have the listserv where I can reach out
and get answers to questions usually
within a day, if not hours. The network
of people I know through OELMA is so
valuable. It helps me bring better skills
into my building. Being involved in the
leadership roles gives me more of a
chance to have even more of those
conversations.
I feel like I’m giving back to the
profession in some way, too. It’s mainly
at the state level. But, I have gone to
three of the national conferences—
the AASL conferences. Those also are
just so valuable, when you get the
opportunity. You see how other states
handle school librarianship, and can
bring back real examples to your
building. I think “hey, we could try
this,” and it works.
Having a state organization like OELMA—sometimes it feels like you don’t
have a voice or someone speaking up

active and involved. The Buckeye
Book Award is a great program to
get students involved with reading. I
think one of the coolest things is that
the students have the say in who wins
the nomination and who wins the
award. It’s a very empowering award
for students. I was able to help get the
Perma-Bound grant started. PermaBound has partnered with Buckeye
Book Award to give four different
awards, one for each of the grade
levels where teachers or librarians can
apply with the program idea. Then,
they win some copies of the books.

for you. OELMA works so hard to make
sure libraries are represented. When
legislators and our Ohio Department
of Education are creating mandates
that are going to be affecting our
schools, we’re at least involved in that
discussion, which has to happen.
Marsha: Has your involvement helped
you develop skills for doing advocacy
work?
Jessica: Yeah, they are very good
about making it a part of our listserv
discussions—understanding the different ways you can advocate. It can
be very difficult. I’m not in my comfort
zone when calling or writing a legislator or anything like that. But, OELMA
teaches you how advocacy doesn’t
have to be that. Advocacy can be
making sure that in your community
every parent knows what you’re doing
or every student knows what you’re
doing—that the teachers knows
there’s a difference between me as a
teacher librarian versus a library aide
or paraprofessional. There’s a difference in the skill set that we’re going to
bring to that profession. While all of us
are passionate, there’s a difference in
the skill set.
Marsha: The Buckeye [Children’s
and Teen] Book Award program, I’ve
heard you have an active role in that
as well.
Jessica: I recently stepped back from
that just because my plate was full. I
did participate for two years. It was an
appointment. At the time, Liz Deskins
was the president of OELMA. I was at
a Librarians Who Read meeting with
her and she said, “Oh, I think you’d be
really good for Buckeye Book Award.
That’s how I got that job.
Marsha: Liz sounds like quite a recruiter.
Jessica: She is. She’s really good about
making it hard to say no. She’s very

The sad news is there’s a lot of libraries
in Ohio with no funding at all—like
zero—to buy any kind of book. We
thought, maybe if we could figure out
a way to get the copies of the books
into their hands, they’d be able to
help their kids participate.
Marsha: Do you have a typical day?
Or, a typical week?
Jessica: The high school level is on
what’s called flex schedule—which
means there is no typical day. It’s different from day-to-day. It all depends
on if I’m working with a teacher that
day or who comes in. I’m on call all
day. Even if it’s a day where I’m not
scheduled, I’m here in the library
ready to assist a teacher or a student
as they walk in the door with whatever it is they need to have help with—
which I’m sure is similar to how the
public libraries view it.
When I was in a K to 8 building, it was
a fixed schedule, which I enjoyed
because it gave me the opportunity
to see every class once a week. In
a small community, it meant that I
was seeing the students grow up for
seven years in a row. That’s a special
opportunity, to be able to have that
rapport with a student and help them
develop their information literacy
skills.
Marsha: It’s clear you are gratified by
working with students. Is there anything else that gives you the greatest
satisfaction in your work?
Jessica: I really enjoy innovation. I
like finding new ways and strategies
and new tools and techniques and
bringing them in, in a way that
can transform how we’re teaching
students. I spend a lot of time working
that. I also spend a lot of time with
professional development, going to
conferences, doing my own reading.
I always want to figure out a cool way,
a new way we can maybe make this
more inviting and more interesting and
more exciting for students to unlock
their imagination and their creativity,
and excitement for learning.
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OODWorks.com Gives Individuals with Disabilities New Options
to Apply for BVR and BSVI Services

By Elizabeth Sammons
Program Administrator/Outreach
Coordinator, Opportunities for
Ohioans with Disabilities
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) launched a new job
portal in October 2016 called OOD
works.com. This website allows applicants to learn more about what vocational rehabilitation (VR) actually
involves, take a self-assessment, and
apply for services, leading to a more
streamlined process. OODWorks will
be a great tool for self-service applications for anyone with blindness or
another disability who is interested in
working or receiving independent living services if the applicant is age 55
or older.
Anyone interested in VR resources is
encouraged to visit www.OODWorks.

com.
In an effort to reduce roadblocks for
many who could benefit from VR services such as transportation, this new
portal can help a person start the process without having to visit an office.
Additionally, once the user is registered, it’s easy to use the website to
update information such as phone
number, address, email and even
medical information significant to the
case.
The OODWorks video states, “Do you
have a disability that makes it hard
to get or keep a job? Do you want to
work but don’t know where to start?
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities can help! OOD helps people
with all types of disabilities who are
ready to work, find and keep a job.”

Once the individual or referring
source completes the online application, an OOD staff member from a local field office will contact the person
to schedule an appointment. Vocational rehabilitation services involve
deciding if a person is eligible for services, setting an employment goal,
putting the goal into a plan, and getting the necessary job services and
training. Just start by Visiting www.
OODWorks.com.
As always, we maintain the option of
calling in to begin an application as
well. The statewide toll-free phone
number for BVR and BSVI services remains the same: 1-800-282-4536.
Elizabeth Sammons is a member of
the CAC Advisory Committee for Talking Books.

Former Board President Jennifer Thompson McKell Recognized for Her Service
by the State Library of Ohio
During its March meeting the State Library Board appointed
former Board President Jennifer Thompson McKell to a
three-year term on the Ohio LSTA (Library Services and
Technology Act) Advisory Council, and honored her for her
years of service on the State Library Board. State Librarian
Beverly Cain read the following resolution:
WHEREAS, Jennifer Thompson McKell served diligently as
a member of the State Library Board from January 2012
through December 2016 and President of the State Library
Board from January 2016 through December 2016; and
WHEREAS, throughout her career, Jennifer Thompson McKell
has provided an unparalleled level of professional service
and commitment to the Ohio library community through
her work with the State Library Board, the Chillicothe and
Ross County Public Library, the Ohio Library Council, the
Ohio Valley Area Libraries, and the LSTA Advisory Council;
and
WHEREAS, Jennifer Thompson McKell helped lead the
State Library of Ohio through a period of ongoing change,
including shifting legislative priorities, making major strides
forward in the digitization and preservation of information
related to Ohio’s cultural heritage, and redefining the
boundaries of many public libraries in order to eliminate
double taxation for library services; and
WHEREAS, Jennifer Thompson McKell has contributed in
numerous ways to the success of the many programs and
services offered by the State Library;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the
Board of the State Library of Ohio, meeting in regular session

this 16th day of March 2017, in Columbus, Ohio, express their
individual and collective gratitude and appreciation for
Jennifer Thompson McKell.
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On Display Now...
State Library of Ohio Celebrating 200 Years of Library Service to Ohio

Left Page—Top L to R: Photos and documents from different State Library locations; books from the original collection, photos, print
copies, and annual reports. Bottom: Table with books, card catalog and other items representing the library in the early 1900s.
Right Page—Top L to R: Photos, documents, and print copies representing Services to State Government and Government Publications;
Original wooden boxes and books from the Traveling Library Program. Center: Photos, documents, and print copies depicting the
origin of SEO and its progression over time. Bottom: Photos, documents, and print copies from the Traveling Library Program in Ohio.
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Save the Date
This is a birthday celebration you won’t want to
miss! Please save the date for the State Library
of Ohio’s Bicentennial Open House on August 4,
2017 starting at 1:00 p.m. The celebration will take
place at:

State Library of Ohio
274 East First Avenue, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43201

All photos by Marsha McDevitt-Stredney
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