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Ohio libraries have certainly earned 
bragging rights in a number of areas:  
number of library visits per year, a very 
high degree of public support, innova-
tive programs, and best practices in 
collaboration such as OPLIN, OhioLINK, 
INFOhio, SEO, SearchOhio, CLEVNET, and 
more.  Starting in 2018, as part of the Ohio 
Public Library Survey, we asked public 
libraries to tell us what they were doing 
that made them proudest.  We received 
many wonderful responses in 2018 to the 
question.  In fact, some of those responses 
were too good to not share.

This issue of Ohio Libraries Quarterly 
shares information about some of the 
innovative and, in many cases, unique 
programs and services taking place in 
Ohio’s libraries.  From the Rough Riders 
Read program developed by librarians 
from Kent City Schools as a way to keep 

their students reading over the summer, 
to raising and releasing monarch butter-
flies at the Oak Harbor Public Library, to 
bringing the community together to dis-
cuss difficult topics at the Bexley Public 
Library, and so much more—Ohio librar-
ies are engaging with their communities 
in exciting ways.

We hope these articles provide you with 
some ideas and food for thought for how 
you might implement similar programs in 
your library.  And, if you’re doing some-
thing exciting in your library that makes 
you particularly proud, please let us 
know!  We’d love to hear about it.

Beverly Cain
State Librarian of Ohio

We asked public 
libraries to tell us 
what they were doing 
that made them 
proudest.

II

State Board of Education of Ohio ap-
pointed Janet Carleton to the State Li-
brary Board. She was sworn in by State 
Librarian Beverly Cain in the presence 
of Notary Public Tracy Grimm on Janu-
ary 7, 2019. Janet has 24 years of library 
experience, including more than 20 
years at Ohio University Libraries, and 
extensive knowledge of librarianship 
in special collections and digitization. 
Since 2005, Janet has been the Digital 
Initiatives Coordinator for Ohio Univer-
sity Libraries, where she is responsible 
for digitization, digital preservation, 
and social media promotion of the Li-
braries’ unique resources. Her career at 
Ohio University Libraries began in 1998 
at the Mahn Center for Archives & Spe-
cial Collections as a Scripps Project Re-
formatting Archivist and continued in 
2000 as Digital Projects Librarian.

Janet Carleton
Photo by Tyler Stabile, Ohio University 
Libraries

Janet Carleton Joins State Library Board
Retirement Celebration

After 35 years of dedicated service After 35 years of dedicated service 
to Ohio libraries, State Librarian to Ohio libraries, State Librarian 
Beverly Cain is retiring. The Ohio Beverly Cain is retiring. The Ohio 
library community is invited to a library community is invited to a 
reception honoring Beverly on reception honoring Beverly on 

Thursday, March 19, 2020 Thursday, March 19, 2020 
1 – 4 p.m. 1 – 4 p.m. 

The reception will be held at the The reception will be held at the 
State Library of Ohio, State Library of Ohio, 
274 East First Avenue, 274 East First Avenue, 
Columbus, OH 43201. Columbus, OH 43201. 

Please confirm your attendance Please confirm your attendance 
with Julia Ward atwith Julia Ward at

  jward@library.ohio.gov or  or 
614-644-6847 614-644-6847 

byby Monday, March 9, 2020. Monday, March 9, 2020.

mailto:jward%40library.ohio.gov?subject=Cain%20Retirement%20Reception
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“Woah! They have bees in here!” 
exclaims an excited six-year-old boy 
while reading a nonfiction book about 
bugs. The boy selected the book 
through Kent City Schools’ Rough Rid-
ers Read summer program. The Rough 
Riders Read program, or RRR, is a bi-
weekly summer program that brings 
books to students in neighborhoods 
throughout the city.

Rough Riders Read was a program 
created by the Kent City Schools 
Library Media Specialists (Terry Clut-
ter, Jen Flaherty, and Meilani Snellen-
berger). While attending a reading 
summit, the keynote speaker men-
tioned that school libraries should be 
open during the summer for students 
to have access and to fight the “sum-
mer slide.” Although this was not a 
new idea, questions on staffing and 
hours always arose, as well as what 
to do when students didn’t return the 
books. It was decided that the most 
realistic and impactful way for a sum-
mer program to work would be for stu-
dents to be given books for ownership.

Some of the first steps in creating this 
program involved deciding where to 
hold these events, how to advertise, 
and most importantly, where to get 
the books. With 3,353 students in the 
district, a lot of books were needed for 
the events. Book drives at the elemen-
tary schools brought in hundreds of 
books, as well as a sizable donation 
of used books from the Cleveland Kids 
Book Bank. Weeding through them 
was extremely time-consuming, but 
ultimately worth it as the program 
ended up with a great amount of 
gently used, highly popular books. To 
obtain new books, grants were written 
to our local Rotary organization and 
a Book Ownership matching grant 
through Reading is Fundamental. 
Both grants were awarded, allowing 
for the purchase of 2,500 new books. 
Kent City Schools staff gladly gave 
money for the purchase of new books 
as well. They saw the reality of the 
summer slide in their classrooms, and 
embraced the program with great 
enthusiasm.

Terry, Jen, and Meilani worked with 
district administration to select dates 
and locations. The purpose was to 
reach kids where they lived, as well as 
create connections within the com-
munity. This led to a combination of 
school buildings, parks, and a local 
apple orchard. It was also decided 
that the program would run every 
other Tuesday from 3:00-6:00 with the 
hope that a consistent time would 
make it easier to anticipate and 
attend.

With the knowledge that a program 
can only succeed with participation 
and involvement, it was decided that 
marketing needed to reach stake-
holders in all of the schools and com-
munity. Terry, Jen, and Meilani took 
turns speaking to all of the building 
staff members and school PTOs. Jen, 
the high school librarian, spoke to 
all the students through their English 
classes. Magnets with the time and 
locations were provided to every K-8 
student with their final report card. The 
largest presence came from march-

By Jen Flaherty and Terry Clutter, Library Media Specialists, Kent City Schools

Rough Riders Read

Rough Riders continued on p. 3

Student reading his new book about bees on the school sign.

Kent City firefighter operating the prize wheel at the check-in table. Example of book displays.

Kent State graduate student reading with 
younger student.
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ing with the district’s Mobile Learning 
Lab, a bus refitted as a mobile class-
room, in the Memorial Day Parade. 
Students and staff passed out mag-
nets and flyers to onlookers.

Each event began with the Mobile 
Learning Lab bringing books and 
supplies. The volunteers helped set 
up tables for pre-k books, picture 
books, elementary chapter books, 
and middle and high school books, as 
well as tables for check-in, prizes, and 
food. As the students arrived, they 
would check in, providing numbers 
on how many students attended the 
event and from which schools, they 
received a black drawstring bag with 
the red Kent “K” printed on it. Before 
heading to pick out a book, the stu-
dents would spin the wheel to win a 
small prize. After enjoying a snack 
donated from local restaurants, the 
students had the option of boarding 
the Mobile Learning Lab, which had 
its own generator for air conditioning 
and hotspot for internet, to read on a 

Chromebook or use Google Expedi-
tion goggles to see Mount Everest and 
the Galapagos Islands.

One challenge was that no matter 
the amount of marketing that led up 
to the event, there was still the desire 
to reach more students. At the second 
event, an “all-call” was sent out to 
students in the neighborhood of the 
event. This was continued throughout 
the event and it proved to be valu-
able for attendance.

The Rough Riders Read program 
handed out over six hundred books 
in its first summer. At one event, a stu-
dent came up to a librarian with a 
book in her hand. She asked what to 
do next. When she was told she was 
able to keep the book forever, she lit 
up with excitement and ran off to tell 
her mother. Completed surveys from 
community members primarily spoke 
about their positive experiences with 
the program. One suggestion was 
that the scheduled times vary to allow 

for more families to participate. All of 
the responses expressed the desire for 
the program to continue next year.

As librarians, Terry, Jen, and Meilani 
view the first year as a victory! Many 
new connections were made with 
administrators, parents, local busi-
nesses, and community organizations. 
Together, they were able to work as a 
team and demonstrate the potential 
that strong school libraries provide for 
the students and school community. 
While the program is a great advo-
cacy tool, most importantly, it is pro-
viding books for our students to own! 
Our Rough Riders Read!

Rough Riders continued...

Jen Flaherty Terry Clutter

A parent volunteer hands out food donated by Guy's Pizza and Tree City Coffee in Kent. Students exploring with Google Expeditions on 
the Mobile Learning Lab.

High school volunteers are ready to help match students with a book. Siblings reading together in the shade.
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By Lisa Hossler, Youth Librarian
Oak Harbor Public Library 

On October 7, 2019, our last monarch butterfly of the sea-
son emerged from his chrysalis at our library.   Four hours 
later we took him outside, tagged him, and released him 
with the help of schoolchildren. Releasing monarchs has 
become one of the most exciting events in our library. 

We began raising monarchs in 2014 as a small display. 
This began with a few caterpillars raised in small insect 
cages. Today we have special rearing pens donated by 
a local wildlife society. We have collaborated with Mas-
ter Gardeners, wildlife societies, local schools, the Village 
Council, and individuals. We do small, informal demon-
strations, releasing butterflies when children are in the 
library. We also do one program a year on raising mon-
archs. This has grown from a few caterpillars in 2014 to 
over 150 butterflies in 2018. Thanks to our work, our small 
town is now a Monarch City USA. 

Monarchs face significant hurdles. What was once a 
common butterfly is now a candidate for endangered 
species protection. By raising them in our library, we are 
able to educate our patrons about these issues. They 
face loss of habitat as well as loss of their major food 
source: milkweed. 
Insects are often a child’s first association with nature. 
Raising them in the library allows people to get up close 
and truly examine a butterfly in all the stages of develop-
ment. We examine eggs under specimen microscopes. 
When the caterpillar hatches, we can look at it through 
the scope as it eats its eggshell. We watch as the caterpil-
lar grows, shedding its skin 5 times.  We watch as it crawls 
around its rearing cage, then hangs in a “J” shape, ready 
to form its chrysalis.  The chrysalides are a beautiful jade 
color with a gold rim. When the chrysalis becomes dark, 
we know that the butterfly is ready to emerge.  When 
the monarch emerges, it comes out with tiny wings and 
a huge body. As newly emerged butterflies, we watch 
them rub their eyes and roll out their proboscis (a tube 
shaped tongue used to drink nectar). We notice the 
white spots on their black bodies. We have learned to tell 
the males from the females by the glands on their bottom 
wings. 

The biggest challenge in rearing monarchs is the milk-
weed. The caterpillars eat large amounts and need 
fresh supplies daily. Staff members bring it in from their 
own gardens. We also find milkweed in ditches, mead-
ows, and other community gardens. Generous patrons 
bring in their own milkweed (frequently with small eggs or 
caterpillars). Milkweed is an unattractive plant late in the 
summer. Earnest do-gooders will pull it from the commu-
nity gardens, not realizing they are taking away a source 
of monarch food. 

To become a Monarch City USA, we had to begin a pol-
linator garden. Our library has limited garden space so 
the village has provided a garden in a small park that 
is visible when you enter the village. With the help of a 
newly graduated Master Gardener, we had a beautiful 
garden here. Riverview Industries, a local organization for 
adults with disabilities, adopted this garden. Our second 
garden is off to a rocky start. The organization that volun-
teered to plant it was not able to do so this year. 

The rearing pens need daily cleaning. Along with the vo-
racious appetites, there is a large amount of caterpillar 
scat. The cages will smell if not cleaned and aired on a 
daily basis. This year we had several issues with parasites 
and disease. We lost several caterpillars and had a few 
deformed monarchs. However, this is a learning experi-
ence: loss is part of the process. 

For anyone interested in raising monarchs in their library, 
the first step is to plant a milkweed garden. Monarchs will 
find the milkweed. 

These books are very helpful:  
 
How to Raise Monarch Butterflies:  A Step-by-Step 
Guide for Kids by Carol Pasternak.

The Monarch: Saving our Most-Loved 
Butterfly by Kylee Baumle.

Milkweed, Monarchs and More:  A Field Guide 
to the Invertebrate Community in the Milkweed 
Patch by Ba Rea.

Also check out these websites:
http://monarchcityusa.com/
https://monarchwatch.org/ 

Oak Harbor Public Library Monarch Project

Lisa Hossler

A newly tagged monarch is ready to be released

https://www.oakharborpubliclibrary.org
http://monarchcityusa.com/
https://monarchwatch.org/ 
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Photos courtesy of Oak Harbor Public Library

Library Assistant, Lynn Leatherman, records a newly hatched butterfly while clerk Lisa Meyer 
looks on.

 Patrons hold a butterfly in preparation of releasing into the wild.
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Traveling Museum Exhibits 

Explore animal skulls, bat skeletons, Ohio fish specimens, 
and more at your local library.  

 
In 2019, the Grandview Heights Public Library (GHPL) created 
a unique community partnership model to provide free ac-
cess to unique, museum-quality, science-based learning for 
everyone in the community. 
 
Through a partnership with the Museum of Biological Diversity 
at The Ohio State University (OSUMBD), the library created a 
series of Traveling Museum Exhibits called Natural Wonders. 
The partnership utilizes selected specimens and expert infor-
mation from the museum to encourage natural history dis-
covery and education for all ages.  
 
The exhibits feature six different themes focusing on biodiver-
sity and science learning that rotate bimonthly among par-
ticipating Ohio libraries. 
 

How it works.  
 

In June 2019, museum-quality mobile exhibit fixtures were 
placed at the following libraries: Alexandria Public Library, 
Fairfield County District Library, Grandview Heights Public Li-
brary, Granville Public Library, London Public Library, Picka-
way County District Public Library, and Upper Arlington Pub-
lic Library. The libraries range from very small rural libraries to 
large county district libraries. 
 
Each all-in-one mobile exhibit fixture includes a display case 
for museum artifacts, visual display panels, craft table, book 
storage, and book display space.  
 
Six different content kits for the mobile exhibit fixtures rotate 
among the libraries through June 2020. Themes include: 
Chomp (teeth), Invaders (invasive species), Builders, Wings, 
Shapes in the Sea, and Ohio Fish. 
 
Each content kit includes detailed instructions, specimens, 
reusable magnetic graphics, craft supplies, 30+ books for pa-
trons to check out, and sample press releases. The content 
kits arrive by the Central Library Consortium delivery service 
in four bins every two months. GHPL and the participating li-
braries use the Central Library Consortium’s cargo network. 
Exhibits are designed to be easy for library staff or volunteers 
to set up and rotate. 
 

By Ryan McDonnell, Director 
Grandview Heights Public Library 

Photos courtesy of Grandview Heights Public Library. 

Purpose.  
 
The project was developed to create a museum and library 
partnership model to inspire Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics (STEM) learning and engagement for 
all ages.  
 
This model gives public libraries the opportunity to provide 
patrons with free access to unique science-based learning. 
Access barriers can exist to science museums and research 
centers, from entry fees to transportation challenges. Limited 

Shapes in the Sea  exhibit at GHPL.Chomps exhibit at GHPL.

Chomps exhibit at GHPL.
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availability of museums in some communities can also re-
duce access and engagement.   
 
The project was also designed to help support local schools 
by providing content that supports the Ohio Department of 
Education’s Science Learning Standards for students pre-kin-
dergarten through grade twelve. 
 
This partnership model is designed to be affordable and eas-
ily scaled or replicated. This allows other libraries and muse-
ums to join in the future. 
 

Planning. 
 
GHPL is always interested in exploring new possibilities for 
partnerships within the community.  
 
The library is committed to building partnerships that are 
mutually beneficial and support both organizations’ missions 
and strategic objectives. Through this type of partnership 
model, libraries can offer unique learning opportunities to 
their communities, and institutions can provide outreach to 
new audiences. 
 
Given its proximity to the library (1.5 miles), breadth of collec-
tions, and reputation, the Museum of Biological Diversity at 
The Ohio State University was a great fit for testing this part-
nership model.  
 
Initially, GHPL and OSUMBD designed and tested exhibits, 
which were piloted at GHPL and funded by private money 
from the Grandview Heights Public Library Foundation. Then, 
the library and museum co-wrote a grant to expand the proj-

ect to include six Central Ohio libraries. A federal Institute of 
Museum and Library Services LSTA grant was awarded by the 
State Library of Ohio for the project. 
 
GHPL and OSUMBD developed exhibit themes and educa-
tional content. Museum staff produced specimens and ed-
ucational content for the themes. A library team produced 
dynamic graphics, selected books, and created family crafts 
for the themes. 
 
GHPL also developed design templates, efficient packaging, 
shipping methods, and exhibit rotation schedules.  
 

Feedback and Expansion Plans. 
 
Excitement and enthusiasm for the project from staff, patrons, 
and educators has been overwhelmingly positive.  
 
Patron engagement is evaluated by book circulation statis-
tics, surveys, craft usage, and passive activity counts. Ad-
ditionally, OSU researchers will conduct 
behavioral observations of patron inter-
actions with the exhibits. These observa-
tions will be evaluated and interpreted 
in conjunction with other engagement 
data to measure the impact of the proj-
ect on STEM learning.
 
Insight from these evaluations will be used 
to improve the traveling exhibit content 
in subsequent installations and to guide 
plans for expanding the project to other 
museums and libraries. Ryan McDonnell

Builders exhibit highlights animal construction at Fairfield County District 
Library.

Invaders exhibit highlights invasive species at Alexandria Public Library.

Children making an Ohio Fish exhibit craft at GHPL. Wings exhibit at Upper Arlington Public Library.
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In the summer of 2018, Alyssa Locker 
and I visited the Miami University Art 
Museum to view Telling a People’s Story: 
African-American Children’s Illustrated 
Literature.  We were both intrigued that 
the exhibition was described by the Mi-
ami Art Museum as the first major muse-
um exhibition devoted to the art found 
within the pages of African-American 
children’s picture books. 
 
At the time of our visit, we were lucky 
that the curator of the museum, Ja-
son Shaiman, was available and spent 
over two hours just talking with us about 
the exhibit and its conception and de-
velopment. He talked about how the 
work of Rudine Sims Bishop and how this 
quote…
 

“Books are sometimes windows, 
offering views of worlds that may 
be real or imagined, familiar or 
strange. These windows are also 
sliding glass doors, and read-
ers have only to walk through in 
imagination to become part of 
whatever world has been cre-
ated or recreated by the author. 
When lighting conditions are 
just right, however, a window 
can also be a mirror. Literature 
transforms human experience 
and reflects it back to us, and in 
that reflection we can see our 
own lives and experiences as 
part of a larger human experi-
ence. Reading, then, becomes 
a means of self-affirmation, and 
readers often seek their mirrors 
in books.” ― Rudine Sims Bishop, 
OSU professor emeritus

…had a tremendous impact on the cu-
ration of the exhibit. Alyssa and I went 
home buzzing and knew that we had 
to replicate this experience for our stu-
dents. They needed to first see them-
selves in literature, second see others 
in literature, and third learn to empa-
thize with those whose life experiences 
are different from theirs.   At that time, 
however, the traveling exhibit was not 
yet completed, and we left hoping that 
someday we could bring the exhibit to 
our students, but not really expecting to 
achieve that any time soon.

That same summer, I attended the Uni-
versity of Findley’s Mazza Museum’s an-
nual summer conference and again 
came away overcome with the power 
of children’s book illustrations.  
 
Alyssa and I share an office in the school 
library at Indian Trail Elementary School 
(ITES). We rarely have time for sched-
uled meetings, but sharing an office is 
the greatest way to easily collaborate!  
We loved the museum experiences we 
had, and wanted to include our stu-
dents in the power of illustrations in tell-
ing a story. Our minds went directly to 
incorporating the museum experience, 
children’s book illustrators, and how pic-
tures tell stories in a building-wide proj-
ect based learning experience.

Our students and staff turned our gym 
into a museum and invited all parents 
and families to enjoy "A Night at the Mu-
seum" on Oct 18th, 2019.  Our audience 
was introduced to the museum with the 
following description”

TELLING A PEOPLE’S STORY 
–and Building a Picture Book Museum

By Janie Kantner, Library Media Specialist at Indian Trail Elementary, Canal 
Winchester Local Schools with Alyssa Locker, Instructional Coach at Indian Trail 
Elementary, Canal Winchester Local Schools

Second grade students at Indian Trail elementary respond to art from the exhibit.

Photos from original exhibit at the Miami Photos from original exhibit at the Miami 
University Art Museum.University Art Museum.

Canal Winchester Middle School students read 
books represented in exhibit.
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* https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTSQmp8exN
ZcCi7e2x9lFvUqAdfbJ4gR/view

**https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bexFhKq776P
mj3UFigZLfCdkjTmfTT7U/view

This museum was built by each and 
every ITES student over the past two 
months.  What you are looking at is 
the result of our building wide collab-
orative learning effort to answer the 
question: How do pictures help tell a 
story? Our students in kindergarten 
through second grade (with guid-
ance and support from their amazing 
teachers) researched, designed, cre-
ated, improved, and now are sharing 
their answer to our driving question. 
Each exhibit also includes a descrip-
tion plaque that explains their artistic 
process and their inspiration. We have 
even included the books we read and 
loved that motivated us along the 
way.  Do you see some favorites? 

This *video is a tour of our PBL museum and 
this **video is our design cycle in action.  
This could of been the end......but it wasn't!

A few days before the museum was set to 
open, Jason Shaiman, the curator of Telling 
a People's Story, called us and informed us 
that the traveling exhibit was ready to go 
and asked if we would like to be first to host 
it.  We jumped at the chance, and drove 
to Oxford the next day!  We were able to 
set up the exhibit and all of our students 
and parents were able to experience Tell-
ing a People's Story: African-American 
Children's Illustrated Literature.

We are fortunate to have a dedicated li-
brary and librarian in every school build-
ing in the Canal Winchester School District, 
and this powerful exhibit visited each and 
every school library with each school li-
brarian facilitating and collaborating with 
their staff and students to make powerful 
connections with Telling a People's Story.

If you are in a school district considering 
a program like this, say yes! Say yes! Say 
yes!  Both of us feel that key to any great 
learning is to be open to new opportuni-
ties, challenges and experiences, even - 
especially - when you don’t know where 
they might lead.   

We encourage all libraries, both school 
and public, to host the traveling exhibit.  
All information about securing the travel-
ing exhibit can be found at https://blogs.
miamioh.edu/tellingapeoplesstory/travel-
ing-panel-exhibition.

Janie Kantner Alyssa Locker

Alyssa, Jason Shaiman, and Janie presenting at the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 
Conference in Baltimore in November 2019.

Canal Winchester Middle School students read books represented in exhibit.Canal Winchester Middle School students read books represented in exhibit.

Indian Trail staff visit Miami Art Museum and Curator Jason Shaiman

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTSQmp8exNZcCi7e2x9lFvUqAdfbJ4gR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTSQmp8exNZcCi7e2x9lFvUqAdfbJ4gR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bexFhKq776Pmj3UFigZLfCdkjTmfTT7U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bexFhKq776Pmj3UFigZLfCdkjTmfTT7U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTSQmp8exNZcCi7e2x9lFvUqAdfbJ4gR/view 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bexFhKq776Pmj3UFigZLfCdkjTmfTT7U/view
https://blogs.miamioh.edu/tellingapeoplesstory/traveling-panel-exhibition/
https://blogs.miamioh.edu/tellingapeoplesstory/traveling-panel-exhibition/
https://blogs.miamioh.edu/tellingapeoplesstory/traveling-panel-exhibition/
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After joining the Wornstaff Library in July 2018, talking 
with the staff, looking at the facility, and lots of thinking, 
a proposal was made to the Board of Trustees as part of 
the 2019 budget planning. The library needed a bit of love 
in the form of paint and carpet. Our outside roof eaves had 
not been painted in a number of years. Each section of the 
library had a different paint color and carpet. The newest 
carpet was over 20+ years old. Duct tape was used to keep 
a section of the oldest carpet in the Children’s Room from 
being a continuous tripping hazard. Over the course of sev-
eral years, money had been saved to cover the renovation 
cost. In addition, we asked the community for donations of 
$10.00 for a carpet square. Over $2,700.00 was raised to 
help pay for new carpet. 

As I said, love was needed. State Library of Ohio Consul-
tant Mandy Simon brought ideas for reworking the space by 
removing bookshelves and opening window areas to allow 
more light into spaces. The Board agreed to the renovation 
and we moved forward with IAP and Steller Construction 
to update the library. 

In August, at the suggestion of IAP, we closed for a month. 
Closed. We had a week to move over 20,000 items. Physi-
cally moving all the items and placing them in some kind 
of order to help with replacement at month’s end was chal-
lenging.  We posted on our Facebook page and website ask-

ing for volunteer help. Thankfully, the call was answered. 
It was uncertain if we could have removed everything with 
just our limited staff. 

We have no elevator. Every item on every shelf had to be 
packed in boxes in the basement by volunteers and staff.  
All the books were placed on carts, taken down the outside 
ramp, and then pushed through our parking lot to the back 
of the building which has the ramp to the basement. Once 
in the basement, hundreds of boxes had been scrounged for 
packing.  It was a tight maze to walk and work around in 
the basement.  In anticipation of the closure, we had weed-
ed. But we still have a lot of material.  

All furniture with the exception of the bookshelves was 
placed on trailers and stored in a community member’s 
barn and garage.  Two workspaces were created in the 
basement so staff could continue to weed, plan program-
ming, as well as catalogue new material. 

Being closed for a month to our patrons was difficult. We 
maintained delivery service with our consortium so pa-
trons would still have access to material, just not ours. 
When items arrived, we called to notify patrons and they 
arrived at the basement. Occasionally, we would give them 
a tour of the upstairs because they were interested in the 
changes happening. 

Wornstaff Memorial Public Library
By Amee Sword,Director  
Wornstaff Memorial Public Library

Before: Children's area 

Before: Fiction area After: Fiction area

After: Children's area 

https://www.wornstafflibrary.com/
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The State Library of Ohio and Ohio Digital Network The State Library of Ohio and Ohio Digital Network 
are pleased to announce the creation of eight are pleased to announce the creation of eight 
primary source sets, available for all to use and ac-primary source sets, available for all to use and ac-
cess at the Ohio Digital Network website. Curated cess at the Ohio Digital Network website. Curated 
by members of the Ohio Digital Network Outreach by members of the Ohio Digital Network Outreach 
Working Group, each of the following themed sets of Working Group, each of the following themed sets of 
resources focuses on Ohio and American history, and resources focuses on Ohio and American history, and 
includes links to the primary sources on the Digital includes links to the primary sources on the Digital 
Public Library of America (DPLA) website:Public Library of America (DPLA) website:

• • African American Ohioans in the ArtsAfrican American Ohioans in the Arts
• • Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods 

to Prepare for the Futureto Prepare for the Future
• • Flora and Fauna of OhioFlora and Fauna of Ohio
• • Historic Ethnic Groups in OhioHistoric Ethnic Groups in Ohio
• • Industry in OhioIndustry in Ohio
• • MapsMaps
• • The Underground Railroad in OhioThe Underground Railroad in Ohio
• • Women’s Suffrage and the 100th  Women’s Suffrage and the 100th  

Anniversary of the 19th AmendmentAnniversary of the 19th Amendment

A primary source is an account of a topic or event A primary source is an account of a topic or event 
from someone who experienced it or had a direct from someone who experienced it or had a direct 
connection with it. Examples include photographs of connection with it. Examples include photographs of 
an event, letters or manuscripts written by someone an event, letters or manuscripts written by someone 
who experienced or took part in what they are writ-who experienced or took part in what they are writ-
ing about, an oral history of an event or an audio or ing about, an oral history of an event or an audio or 
video recording of it, and more. Primary sources are video recording of it, and more. Primary sources are 
invaluable as research tools for all levels of scholar-invaluable as research tools for all levels of scholar-
ship and can provide great insight into our shared ship and can provide great insight into our shared 
history.history.

These eight primary source sets also include addi-These eight primary source sets also include addi-
tional resources for further research, and a teaching tional resources for further research, and a teaching 
guide that includes both classroom discussion ques-guide that includes both classroom discussion ques-
tions and activities to generate critical thinking skills tions and activities to generate critical thinking skills 
and deeper reflection of the topics at hand.and deeper reflection of the topics at hand.

ODN continued on p. 13
11

We made decisions prior to the renovation to remove book-
shelves. The library was packed to the brim with shelves and 
books, but limited in space for a patron to sit and read or work. 
Going beyond carpet and paint and reconfiguring space to al-
low more tables and chairs changed how our library is used. 
Prior to the renovation, our visitors browsed, checked out items, 
and then left the building. Although we still have that dynamic, 
the library also has patrons sitting at tables working on proj-
ects or teens congregating in the space carved out for them to 
do so. We created areas for socializing, study, programming, 
and reading which had been unavailable for our patrons prior 
to the renovation. 

Wornstaff Library reopened to the public on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3rd after an exhaustive prior week of replacing all the items 
and coordinating the return of the furniture. Again, we posted 
for help through Facebook and our website. Community mem-
bers arrived as well as volunteers from Friends of the Dela-
ware County District Library who had adopted us to help put 
our library back together. It was a long and tiring week, but 
well worth it when the public arrived to see the updates. Over-
whelmingly, community members were very happy with the 
changes. Some concerns were shared about the consolidation 
of a few of our collections, but overall the public was pleased. 

Wornstaff Library, as every library, is very important, sup-
ported, and well-loved by the community it serves. The staff 
and Board of Trustees could not have completed it all without 
the help of IAP and Steller Construction as well as the many 
volunteers who took our library apart and then put it back to-
gether again. 

After: Fiction area

After: Children's area 
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The Women’s Suffrage and the 100th Anniversary The Women’s Suffrage and the 100th Anniversary 
of the 19of the 19th th Amendment source set provides timely Amendment source set provides timely 
resources in four sections: Suffragettes and Their resources in four sections: Suffragettes and Their 
Homes Depicted, Propaganda for the Move-Homes Depicted, Propaganda for the Move-
ment, Letters & Documents, and Women’s Oppo-ment, Letters & Documents, and Women’s Oppo-
sition to the Suffrage Movement.sition to the Suffrage Movement.

The African American Ohioans in the Arts The African American Ohioans in the Arts 
source set highlights four influential African source set highlights four influential African 
American Ohioans in the arts: American Ohioans in the arts: Art TatumArt Tatum, a , a 
jazz pianist from Toledo, jazz pianist from Toledo, Ruby DeeRuby Dee, an ac-, an ac-
tress and civil rights activist from Cleveland, tress and civil rights activist from Cleveland, 
Dorothy Dandridge, an actress, singer, and Dorothy Dandridge, an actress, singer, and 
dancer from Cleveland, and Paul Laurence dancer from Cleveland, and Paul Laurence 
Dunbar, a poet from Dayton.Dunbar, a poet from Dayton.

The Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods The Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods 
to Prepare for the Future source set is divided to Prepare for the Future source set is divided 
into three sections, Disaster Damage, Imme-into three sections, Disaster Damage, Imme-
diate Response, and Long-term Aftermath/diate Response, and Long-term Aftermath/
Future Damage Reduction Efforts. The set Future Damage Reduction Efforts. The set 
is meant to provide an overview of natural is meant to provide an overview of natural 
disasters, but emphasizes flooding. While it is disasters, but emphasizes flooding. While it is 
primarily devoted the 1913 flood, other nota-primarily devoted the 1913 flood, other nota-
ble floods are also included.ble floods are also included.

Interested in seeing more? Contact Ohio Digital Network with topic suggestions or feedback (info@ohiodigitalnetwork.org).

The The Ohio Digital NetworkOhio Digital Network is a project of the State Library of Ohio in partnership with Ohio Library and Information Network (OhioLINK), Ohio  is a project of the State Library of Ohio in partnership with Ohio Library and Information Network (OhioLINK), Ohio 
Public Library Information Network (OPLIN), and Ohio History Connection, supported with funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Public Library Information Network (OPLIN), and Ohio History Connection, supported with funding from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS). The State Library is one of nineteen Ohio libraries and cultural heritage institutions with collections in the Ohio Digital Network.Services (IMLS). The State Library is one of nineteen Ohio libraries and cultural heritage institutions with collections in the Ohio Digital Network.

ODN continued

Left: Left: A letter writtern by Susan B. Anthony to Ms. Sara A. Bissell, a member and president of the Toledo Women's Suffrage Association, in which A letter writtern by Susan B. Anthony to Ms. Sara A. Bissell, a member and president of the Toledo Women's Suffrage Association, in which 
she writes about the hope of the future based on the gains for women's rights of the recent past. Anthony, Susan B. (Susan Brownell), 1820-1906. she writes about the hope of the future based on the gains for women's rights of the recent past. Anthony, Susan B. (Susan Brownell), 1820-1906. 
Susan B. Anthony letter to Mrs. Bissell, May 25, 1909. 1909-05-25. Retrieved from the Digital Public Library of America, Susan B. Anthony letter to Mrs. Bissell, May 25, 1909. 1909-05-25. Retrieved from the Digital Public Library of America, http://www.ohiomemory.http://www.ohiomemory.
org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll33/id/6109org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll33/id/6109.  .  Right:Right: Screen view of Women’s Suffrage and the 100th Anniversary of the 19 Screen view of Women’s Suffrage and the 100th Anniversary of the 19thth Amendment  Amendment 
source set. source set. https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/womens-suffrage-and-the-100th-anniversary-of-the-19th-amendment/https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/womens-suffrage-and-the-100th-anniversary-of-the-19th-amendment/

Women's Suffrage and the 
100th Anniversary of the 

19th Amendment

Right:Right: Screen view of African American Ohioans  Screen view of African American Ohioans 
in the Arts source set. in the Arts source set. https://ohiodigitalnetwork.https://ohiodigitalnetwork.
org/african-american-ohioans-in-the-artorg/african-american-ohioans-in-the-art

African American Ohioans in the Arts

Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods to Prepare for the Future

Right:Right: Disaster Damage in Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods to Prepare for the Future source set. A photographic story of the flood in  Disaster Damage in Flooding in Ohio: Using Historical Floods to Prepare for the Future source set. A photographic story of the flood in 
Dayton, Hamilton, and Cincinnati, March, 1913 : best flood pictures. 1913. Retrieved from the Digital Public Library of America, Dayton, Hamilton, and Cincinnati, March, 1913 : best flood pictures. 1913. Retrieved from the Digital Public Library of America, http:/http://digital./digital.
cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16998coll11/id/1045cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16998coll11/id/1045..

12

https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/african-american-ohioans-in-the-arts/#arttatum
https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/african-american-ohioans-in-the-arts/#rubydee
mailto:info%40ohiodigitalnetwork.org?subject=
https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll33/id/6109
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll33/id/6109
https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/womens-suffrage-and-the-100th-anniversary-of-the-19th-amendment/
https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/african-american-ohioans-in-the-art
https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/african-american-ohioans-in-the-art
http://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16998coll11/id/1045
http://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16998coll11/id/1045
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Floyd Dickman was a Library Consultant at the Floyd Dickman was a Library Consultant at the 
State Library of Ohio and a tireless advocate for State Library of Ohio and a tireless advocate for 
children’s literature and librarianship who had a children’s literature and librarianship who had a 
tremendous positive impact on library and litera-tremendous positive impact on library and litera-
cy services in Ohio and across the country. Upon cy services in Ohio and across the country. Upon 
his retirement in 1999, the State Library of Ohio his retirement in 1999, the State Library of Ohio 
Board’s retirement resolution recognized Floyd’s Board’s retirement resolution recognized Floyd’s 
leadership, commitment, and passion for library leadership, commitment, and passion for library 
services, children’s literature and family literacy. services, children’s literature and family literacy. 
Floyd is also remembered as a dedicated men-Floyd is also remembered as a dedicated men-
tor to librarians and library science students. Dur-tor to librarians and library science students. Dur-
ing his career he was awarded the Ohio Library ing his career he was awarded the Ohio Library 
Council Librarian of the Year award and was Council Librarian of the Year award and was 
named Outstanding Friend by the Ohio Family named Outstanding Friend by the Ohio Family 
Literacy Task Force. Floyd Dickman passed away Literacy Task Force. Floyd Dickman passed away 
in June 2015.in June 2015.

The CTRO Advisory Council established Floyd’s The CTRO Advisory Council established Floyd’s 
Pick in December 2015 with a proclamation by Pick in December 2015 with a proclamation by 
Beverly Cain, State Librarian of Ohio. Ohio au-Beverly Cain, State Librarian of Ohio. Ohio au-
thor and illustrator Loren Long, winner of the first thor and illustrator Loren Long, winner of the first 
Floyd’s Pick Book Award for Little Tree, graciously Floyd’s Pick Book Award for Little Tree, graciously 
provided the Floyd’s Pick Book Award artwork.  provided the Floyd’s Pick Book Award artwork.  
Click here for more on Floyd’s Pick books.Click here for more on Floyd’s Pick books.

Everyone in the neighborhood dreams of a Everyone in the neighborhood dreams of a 
taste of Omu’s delicious stew! One by one, they taste of Omu’s delicious stew! One by one, they 
follow their noses toward the scrumptious scent. follow their noses toward the scrumptious scent. 
And one by one, Omu offers a portion of her And one by one, Omu offers a portion of her 
meal. Soon the pot is empty. Has she been so meal. Soon the pot is empty. Has she been so 
generous that she has nothing left for herself?generous that she has nothing left for herself?

Debut author-illustrator Oge Mora brings to life Debut author-illustrator Oge Mora brings to life 
a heartwarming story of sharing and commu-a heartwarming story of sharing and commu-
nity in colorful cut-paper designs as luscious as nity in colorful cut-paper designs as luscious as 
Omu’s stew, with an extra serving of love. An au-Omu’s stew, with an extra serving of love. An au-
thor’s note explains that “Omu” (pronounced thor’s note explains that “Omu” (pronounced 
AH-moo) means “queen” in the Igbo language AH-moo) means “queen” in the Igbo language 
of her parents, but growing up, she used it to of her parents, but growing up, she used it to 
mean “Grandma.” This book was inspired by mean “Grandma.” This book was inspired by 
the strong female role models in Oge Mora’s the strong female role models in Oge Mora’s 
life.  life.  

Summary from Little, Brown and Company website.Summary from Little, Brown and Company website.

2020 Floyd's Pick
Thank You, Omu! by Oge Mora was selected 
by the State Library of Ohio and the Choose to 
Read Ohio (CTRO) Advisory Council as the fifth 
annual Floyd’s Pick Book Award winner, in mem-
ory of children’s literature expert, advocate, 
and librarian Floyd Dickman.

The Floyd’s Pick Book Award is given annually to 

a book written by an Ohio author or illustrated 
by an Ohio illustrator that is representative of 
high-quality literature created for children. It is 
given to carry on the legacy of Floyd Dickman’s 
work to support and share children’s literature.

Floyd's Pick Honor Books for 2020
Clackety Track: Poems About TrainsClackety Track: Poems About Trains illustrated by Jamey Christoph, written  illustrated by Jamey Christoph, written 
by Skila Brown (Candlewick, 2019).by Skila Brown (Candlewick, 2019).

Leila in SaffronLeila in Saffron illustrated by Dinara Mirtalipova, written by Rukhsana  illustrated by Dinara Mirtalipova, written by Rukhsana 
Guidroz (Salaam Reads, 2019).Guidroz (Salaam Reads, 2019).

Rabbit and the MotorbikeRabbit and the Motorbike by Kate Hoefler, illustrated by Sarah Jacoby  by Kate Hoefler, illustrated by Sarah Jacoby 
(Chronicle Books, 2019).(Chronicle Books, 2019).

Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO), a project of the State Library of Ohio, Ohioana Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO), a project of the State Library of Ohio, Ohioana 
Library, and Ohio Center for the Book, spotlights Ohio authors and promotes Library, and Ohio Center for the Book, spotlights Ohio authors and promotes 
reading across Ohio. Every two years, a booklist of 20 representative titles for reading across Ohio. Every two years, a booklist of 20 representative titles for 
all ages is selected, with the input of dozens of Ohio librarians, educators, and all ages is selected, with the input of dozens of Ohio librarians, educators, and 
others invested in readers and reading.others invested in readers and reading.

Learn more: library.ohio.gov/ctro

Oge Mora
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Ohio public libraries had a blast—make 
that a blast-off!—last summer, as the 
space-themed “A Universe of Stories” 
Summer Library Program (SLP) theme 
got communities exploring the skies and 
enjoying lots of down-to-earth reading.

Each year, librarians spend hours upon 
hours planning for SLP, sometimes as 
early as October and November. Come 
summer, they roll out impressive line-
ups of offerings including special pro-
grams, creative decorations, and a 
self-directed challenge for community 
members to meet a goal. This could be a 
certain number of minutes, days, pages, 
or books read, or a selection of fun and 
educational activities including reading 
as well as attending library programs, 
creative pursuits, movement, online ex-
ploration, and more. 

Most libraries group all these opportu-
nities under a unifying theme. Some li-
braries develop their own SLP themes, 
but most use the annual theme of the 
Collaborative Summer Library Program 
(CSLP), a consortium of U.S. states and 
territories that uses the buying power of 
all its members to provide high-quality 
SLP materials for public libraries at low 
cost. The 2019 program, "A Universe of 
Stories," took a space theme in conjunc-
tion with the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo moon landing. According to Alli-
son Burton at the North Adams Branch 
of Adams County Public Library, this 
theme “was a big hit for both children 
and teens. It taught them about space 
and made them aware of the 50th an-
niversary of Apollo 11.” Elaine Betting 
at Lorain Public Library System added 
that the enthusiasm wasn’t exclusive to 
the young, as adults who remembered it 

“were eager to share their stories of the 
moon landing.” 

The space theme encouraged lots of 
STEM programming and exploration 
of Ohio’s many connections to space ex-
ploration and inspired some very cool 
incentives. Maria F. Selak reported that 
“because our readers exceeded the goal 
of 1300 hours read, the Girard Free Li-
brary Children's Department name will 
be on a microchip traveling on NASA'S 
Mars Rover 2020!“ At Bellevue Public 
Library, Charlene Tolbert wrote that 270 
people “braved terrible weather to attend 
our mobile planetarium program hosted 
by Drake Planetarium. Most children 
had never experienced anything like that 
show and spent the rest of the summer 
learning about stars and planets. Sev-
eral families even purchased their own 
telescopes to study the stars at home!”

A Universe of Stories: The 2019 Summer Library Program Evaluation Report

By Janet Ingraham Dwyer, Library Consultant—Youth Services 
State Library of Ohio

For “A Universe of Stories”: Leeza Hernandez is the artist for the children’s and early literacy program artwork. Antonio Caparo is the artist for the teen 
program, and Larry Jones is the artist for the adult program.

L to R: 2019 CSLP Children, Teen, and Adult posters.

Summer continued on p. 15
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*The State Library now collects the number of people who “participated” in SLP, as the library defines participation, instead of the number “registered,” in response 
to the increasing diversity of SLP frameworks, including SLP without traditional individual registration. 23 of 251 Ohio public library systems did not respond to the 
2019 survey, so their SLP participation and program attendance are not reflected in this report.

**These numbers are total attendance at responding libraries’ SLP-related library programs (storytimes, performers, parties, etc.).  It is not expected that these 
numbers indicate unique attendees, because of the likelihood that individuals attended multiple programs.

Entertainer Erica Carlson brought her magic show to the Marysville 
Public Library.

Mr. Ralph from OH WOW! Children's Museum demonstrated science con-
cepts with the assistance of young volunteers from the audience at Girard 
Free Library.

What a perfect chance to celebrate A Uni-What a perfect chance to celebrate A Uni-
verse of Stories amidst Auglaize Coun-verse of Stories amidst Auglaize Coun-
ty's 50th Anniversary Celebration of the ty's 50th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Moon Landing in Neil Armstrong's own Moon Landing in Neil Armstrong's own 
hometown! Our communities have been hometown! Our communities have been 
preparing for this event for years, and preparing for this event for years, and 
we were thrilled to find CSLP's theme fit we were thrilled to find CSLP's theme fit 
superbly within our county commemora-superbly within our county commemora-
tion. This year's Summer Reading Pro-tion. This year's Summer Reading Pro-
gram was the ultimate convergence of gram was the ultimate convergence of 
literacy, STEM learning, imaginative literacy, STEM learning, imaginative 
play, and sky/space exploration. It al-play, and sky/space exploration. It al-
lowed opportunities for connecting with lowed opportunities for connecting with 
our local Armstrong Air & Space Mu-our local Armstrong Air & Space Mu-
seum, our Astronomical Society, robotics seum, our Astronomical Society, robotics 
and coding classes, local authors, and and coding classes, local authors, and 
visiting performers. This year we signed visiting performers. This year we signed 
up more readers than ever before here up more readers than ever before here 
in Auglaize County and the excitement in Auglaize County and the excitement 
(shared by kids and staff) was palpable. (shared by kids and staff) was palpable. 
Parents and grandparents gave us heart-Parents and grandparents gave us heart-
warming compliments, like "this is the warming compliments, like "this is the 
best program we've ever been in," and "I best program we've ever been in," and "I 
can't believe we have so much available can't believe we have so much available 
right here in our county," and "I drive my right here in our county," and "I drive my 
grandkids here every chance I get." And grandkids here every chance I get." And 
of course, the faces of our mini-astronaut of course, the faces of our mini-astronaut 
readers when they accomplished their readers when they accomplished their 
reading goals were certainly worth all reading goals were certainly worth all 
the work and preparation.the work and preparation.
 Kristine Spyker, Auglaize County Pub- Kristine Spyker, Auglaize County Pub-
lic District Library Systemlic District Library System

The State Library of Ohio asks public 
librarians to complete an annual Ohio 
SLP Evaluation Survey at summer’s 
end. All responding Ohio public librar-
ies offered an SLP for children, and 
most also provided an SLP for teens 
(94% of respondents) and adults (89% of 
respondents). Nearly half (46%) provide 
a separate early literacy program for 
young children and their families.

In 2019, 477,349 people participat-
ed* in Ohio public libraries’ SLPs, 
including:

• 310,808 children
• 65,526 teens
• 101,015 adults

Adult participation has been grow-
ing statewide for several years. Kris-
tin Hyde at Pickerington Public Library 

reflected on her library’s experience: 
“We focused on encouraging parents to 
sign up for summer reading, making it 
very clear it was for all ages. We enticed 
other adults to sign up with adult-spe-
cific prizes. Children were excited to see 
their parent sign up for Summer Read-
ing with them.” 

Libraries are also defining participation 
in new and expanded ways, for inclusiv-
ity and to attract more people to the li-
brary during the summer. Participation 
may mean attending programs, turn-
ing in raffle entries or book reviews, or 
checking in at the library. While many 
libraries offer traditional registration 
and tracking toward completion of a 
summer reading challenge, they are 
“more focused on how many families we 
bring into our library each summer—
especially new families,” as Brenda K. 
Miller at New Madison Public Library 
put it. 

Counting participation was easy for Al-
lyson Copper at Franklin-Springboro 
Public Library: “For the children's and 
teen programs, we determine the num-
ber of participants by counting the num-

ber of prizes we have left over at the end 
of the program. For the adult program, 
this year we had a trivia contest. Adult 
readers turned in trivia sheets, so we 
know the number of people who par-
ticipated by counting the trivia sheets 
returned to the library.” At Tiffin-
Seneca Public Library, “children filled 
out a star with their name to display 
in the entrance of the library, then the 
stars were counted,” according to Ash-
ley Meece. And at the Public Library 
of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, 
Lisa Soper reported that participants 
are encouraged to “check in weekly us-
ing a passport. One of the goals of our 
programs is to keep customers engaged 
with the Library throughout the sum-
mer, and this new format is helping us 
to accomplish that goal.”

In 2019, total attendance at Ohio li-
brary programs and events related 
to SLP was 1,100,010**, including:

• 783,957 attendees at children’s 
programs

• 61,631 at teen programs
• 115,392 at adult programs
• 149,030 at all-ages programs

Marysville Public Library provided over 9,900 meals to children through the Summer Food Service 
Program. State Representative Tracy Richardson (in red) was among the many volunteers who 
served lunches to the community.

Summer continued on p. 16
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Participants posed during an Astronaut Training Camp program at 
Athens County Public Libraries.

A team worked together to crack a breakout box at a branch of Athens 
County Public Libraries.

The many storytimes, drop-in creative 
activities, special events, performanc-
es, and other programs that libraries 
offer during the summer bring in the 
numbers, but more importantly, they 
have a genuine and positive impact on 
participants and communities. Karen 
Moore shared that Forest-Jackson Pub-
lic Library expanded its SLP in 2019 to 
add programs to two additional small 
villages in its district: “The programs 
we were able to bring to these commu-
nities are nearly the only learning op-
portunities and family fun available.” 
Allyson Copper at Franklin-Springboro 
Public Library reflected that the city of 
Springboro is a high-growth area in the 
library’s service district: “New families 
are moving into the area all the time. 
Our elementary schools are bursting at 
the seams. It is so wonderful to see all 
the new families come into the library 
during the summer and jump right into 
the Summer Reading Program. They 
love that we offer these incentives and 
programs that get their children excited 
about reading and about the library. It's 
a great way to welcome new families to 
the area.”

Library programs bring diverse audi-
ences together and draw people to the 
library. Taryn Lentes at Athens County 
Public Libraries recounted that “one of 
the most rewarding experiences of the 
summer was during a Breakout Box 
program. Directly behind one of our 
branches is a school for autistic chil-
dren, and we are lucky enough to have 
them visit us often. It was wonderful to 
see the students working together with 
other attendees to find the clues and 
open the locks. Their many strengths 
were on full display and everyone had 
a great time. I particularly love break-
out programs because ownership is in 
the children's hands. The library gives 
them an opportunity to work as a team 
in a self-directed way to solve a prob-
lem. The group solved the puzzle with 
15 minutes to spare!” 

Loudonville Public Library featured a 
“question of the day,” as Kristin Wilson 

explains: “Every day children and teens 
could answer an open-ended question 
to receive a ticket towards the weekly 
prize drawing. So many parents told us 
they made more trips to the library this 
summer because their kids BEGGED 
to stop so they could answer the ques-
tion of the day.” At Napoleon Public Li-
brary, numerous partnerships enabled a 
wide variety of programs, according to 
Alain Miller: “Maumee Valley Guidance 
Center put on weekly programming for 
our younger patrons through Dinosaur 
School and Safe & Caring to promote 
emotional, academic, and social growth. 
The facilitator of a local planetarium 
presented to children and their families. 
A Planet Kind project helped promote 
goodwill toward others in our communi-
ty. A downtown scavenger hunt got fam-
ilies out and about in our community 
and helped strengthen our partnerships 
with many businesses in our downtown 
area. All of these activities allow chil-
dren to express themselves, learn and 
discover something new, and promote 
kindness toward others. The children 
come to the library with enthusiasm for 
the various activities and are excited to 
discover more on their own.”

The best part of the summer for me is The best part of the summer for me is 
when I realized that I had one child who when I realized that I had one child who 
was coming to both the afternoon and eve-was coming to both the afternoon and eve-
ning programs even though they were the ning programs even though they were the 
same activity. She was just having a real-same activity. She was just having a real-
ly fun time and was making new friends ly fun time and was making new friends 
at each one.at each one.
Rachel StrahmRachel Strahm
Delphos Public LibraryDelphos Public Library

In addition to all this programming, 
60 Ohio public library systems report-
ed serving summer meals or snacks in 
2019, either through the USDA Summer 
Food Service Program (SFSP) or other 
arrangements. An additional 12 sys-
tems reported that their locations were 
not SFSP sites, but provided library ser-
vices to SFSP sites in their community, 
such as outreach programming, SLP 
registration and prize distribution, or 
library card sign-ups. According to Ohio 

Department of Education records, 146 
individual Ohio library locations served 
as SFSP sites in 2019. Among them, 
Loudonville Public Library served both 
breakfast and lunch for nine weeks, ac-
cording to Kristin Wilson, and Brown 
County Public Library provided take-
home backpacks of food at one branch, 
as well as SFSP at two branches, accord-
ing to Megan Stewart. Kate McCartney 
reported that Marysville Public Library 
served 9,902 lunches over 44 days out of 
a single location. 

Along with the many libraries provid-
ing meals through SFSP, others worked 
with local agencies to offer food to pa-
trons outside the federal program. 
Karen Moore noted that Forest-Jackson 
Public Library “partnered with local 
churches to provide a free family lunch 
following each of our eight programs.” 
Sharon Leali at Jackson City Library 
shared that “Our local TLC Ministries 
provides a snack and drink for children 
under 18 on program days.” And Marja 
McGuire at Defiance Public Library re-
flected that “we were very thankful to 
be able to provide snacks to the kids at 
the library, some of whom are there all 
day, at any time we saw fit, through the 
generous donation of our Women's Giv-
ing Circle.”
 

  
Our Sandy Valley location hosted the Our Sandy Valley location hosted the 
SFSP and had great success. It was in SFSP and had great success. It was in 
partnership with the school district in partnership with the school district in 
that area. They gave out 1,962 lunches that area. They gave out 1,962 lunches 
and food totes, in addition to planning and food totes, in addition to planning 
fun programming around the program fun programming around the program 
like special guest speakers, touch and feel like special guest speakers, touch and feel 
animal programs, passive programs with animal programs, passive programs with 
Legos, ball pits, and art activities. Three Legos, ball pits, and art activities. Three 
of our urban locations also hosted a com-of our urban locations also hosted a com-
munity food program where they gave out munity food program where they gave out 
backpacks of donated food. backpacks of donated food. 
Julia Shaheen Julia Shaheen 
Stark County District LibraryStark County District Library 

Few things about SLP provoke more 
passion than the topic of prizes. What 
to offer, how to budget, how to solicit do-
nations, and whether prizes encourage 

Summer continued on p. 17

Summer continued
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This report describes 2019 Ohio public library summer library programs. 228 of 251 Ohio 
public library systems reported their 2019 SLP results using the Ohio SLP Evaluation Survey.  
Evaluative comments and suggestions from this survey are shared with the Collaborative Summer 
Library Program, Regional Library Systems, Ohio State Fair, Armstrong Museum, and Ohio 
Renaissance Festival as appropriate.  Additional comments or suggestions about Ohio Summer 
Library Program resources are welcome at any time.  Contact library consultant Janet Ingraham 
Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov or 614-644-6910 to share your feedback, or if you would like a 
copy of the complete survey results.  

Permission to quote from surveys was granted by each survey respondent quoted.  Permission to 
publish photos was granted by Athens County Public Libraries, Coshocton Public Library, Girard 
Free Library, Marysville Public Library, and Way Public Library.

Way Public Library hosted a comedy show 
with Mr. Pickles. Melissa Tallis wrote “I don't 
know if I've ever heard so much laughter 
during a performance.”

Coshocton Public Library’s publicity skit for schools featured a comical astronaut who failed to 
READ the proper manuals and had to be supported by Mission Control! Astronaut Cyndi Shutt is a 
library programmer. Mission Control Amanda Gress is a library programming assistant.

2019 CSLP early literacy poster

participation are all surefire conversa-
tion-starters at SLP workshops. Librar-
ians are demonstrating great creativity 
and inventiveness in this area. Pember-
ville Public Library replaced small toy 
prizes with a “Read and Bead” program, 
with incentives of beads and brag tags. 
Kathy Barrow at Stony Ridge Branch ex-
plained that “the kids set a goal of how 
much they were going to read this sum-
mer. When they recorded their [read-
ing] time, they would get beads for their 
chains, and when they reached their goal 
they would get a brag tag. Some kids met 
their goals and then set another goal 
to get another brag tag.” Laurel Rakas 
added that “the children were VERY 
motivated by earning beads and brag 
tags,” but another notable aspect of Pem-
berville’s program was that participants 
were encouraged to set their own goals, 
rather than everyone working toward a 
single goal set by the library.  Several 
other libraries have moved to individual 
goals, including Westerville and Pick-
erington. Kristin Hyde at Pickerington 
noted that the library “worked hard to 
encourage families to create healthy 
reading habits together by having fami-
lies create their own reading goals and 
challenges.”

Cassie Palmer at the Kate Love Simpson 
Morgan County Library was “pleasantly 
surprised at the feedback we received 
from parents about our new prize proce-
dure. We used to give out little "trinkets" 
every week or after reading to a certain 
goal. This year we gave each child three 
prizes: a book of their choice; a better-
quality prize from our prize box, such as 
a game, piggy bank, or craft kit; and a 
bag of school supplies, graciously donated 
by our local hospice group.” Loudonville 

Public Library also found school supplies 
to be a hit. Kristin Wilson reported that 
Loudonville “had three weekly prizes of 
backpacks filled with school supplies. I 
could not believe how excited the kids & 
teens were for these prizes. One of the 
teen winners said ‘YES! That is the only 
prize I wanted, and I didn't even cheat 
this year!’”

Such prizes as school supplies can be 
more significant than many realize, es-
pecially for SLP participants who have 
limited resources. Lisa Soper at Cincin-
nati shared a comment from a branch 
manager who had awarded a prize of a 
$50 Kroger gift card: "One of our first 
Summer Adventure Prizes was won by 
a woman who burst into tears when she 
realized she could choose the Kroger gift 
card. She didn’t have enough money to 
make it through to her next paycheck to 
get food for her family, so she was under-
standably a bit overwhelmed and really 
appreciative!" 

That is an example of a prize that made 
a profound difference. Other ways of re-
warding SLP participants can also have 
a huge impact. Melissa Tallis at Way 
Public Library reported that 2019 was 
“the third year that we've incorporated 
local charities into our Summer Read-
ing Program, starting with the Build a 
Better World theme. We had a big Sum-
mer Reading kickoff party with games, 
crafts, and a bounce house. We have each 
of three charities there so families could 
meet them. Then we had a big Summer 
Reading display with information about 
the charities, where kids could place a 
sticker (earned by reading) as their vote 
for which charity they want to win the 
most money. The first place charity re-

ceived a $250 donation, second place 
received $150, and third received $100. 
The kids really enjoy putting their stick-
ers on the wall display, and we haven't 
had complaints that our program is 
mostly prize-less.”

This year we tried to think of an incentive This year we tried to think of an incentive 
that would not be immediately contribut-that would not be immediately contribut-
ing to a landfill. We know that kids enjoy ing to a landfill. We know that kids enjoy 
collecting things, so we tried to think of collecting things, so we tried to think of 
something they could collect that wouldn't something they could collect that wouldn't 
irritate their parents. We decided to go irritate their parents. We decided to go 
with a lanyard and pinback buttons that with a lanyard and pinback buttons that 
the children could earn. This year, we had the children could earn. This year, we had 
the children complete tasks to earn "mis-the children complete tasks to earn "mis-
sion badges" (buttons) as though they were sion badges" (buttons) as though they were 
astronauts. We tried to pick tasks that astronauts. We tried to pick tasks that 
wouldn't overwhelm parents, so a lot of the wouldn't overwhelm parents, so a lot of the 
tasks were things they might do anyway. tasks were things they might do anyway. 
(The parents also liked that we added (The parents also liked that we added 
"clean your room without being asked" as "clean your room without being asked" as 
a possible task.) We also made sure that a possible task.) We also made sure that 
the tasks could be adapted for younger the tasks could be adapted for younger 
children, and that parents knew they could children, and that parents knew they could 
adapt the tasks as needed. We had over-adapt the tasks as needed. We had over-
whelmingly positive feedback from nearly whelmingly positive feedback from nearly 
all of the parents, and even our kids who all of the parents, and even our kids who 
are not terribly enthusiastic about reading are not terribly enthusiastic about reading 
had fun seeing which missions they could had fun seeing which missions they could 
accomplish. A lot of our kids proudly wore accomplish. A lot of our kids proudly wore 
their mission badges all summer, and al-their mission badges all summer, and al-
though a few have been lost, none of them though a few have been lost, none of them 
have been thrown away!have been thrown away!
Heather Tiffany Heather Tiffany 
Galion Public LibraryGalion Public Library

As libraries prepare for the 2020 “Imag-
ine Your Story” SLP, this look back at 
2019 affirms that whatever the theme, 
Ohio public libraries give their commu-
nities a universe of fun, learning, and 
opportunity every summer.

Summer continued
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“I expected this to be ‘kumbaya,’ too safe. 
But it wasn’t. We actually talked about real 
issues,” one attendee said at the end of 
a Safe Conversations About Race event. 
The large crowd gathered in Bexley Pub-
lic Library’s (BPL) auditorium applauded in 
agreement. Safe Conversations About Race 
(SCAR) was a program designed by Suzanne 
Roberts (Unifying Solutions, Columbus) and 
Jim White (Performance Consulting Ser-
vices, Columbus), moderated by LC Johnson 
(formerly of YWCA, activist, and founder of 
Zora’s House, Columbus). The program was 
designed to help ordinary citizens engage in 
difficult conversations about racial identity, 
implicit bias, and racism. At each of the three 
two-hour events, longtime friends Suzanne 
and Jim, a white woman and a black man, 
had a candid conversation about race 
rooted in their own lived experiences, mod-
erated by LC. They answered awkward and 
difficult questions so that the attendees were 
able to experience and take part in an inter-
active discussion about race in a safe space. 
The ultimate goal of SCAR was to equip par-
ticipants with the tools to engage in conver-
sations about race and challenge biases in 
themselves and others.

SCAR was popular with BPL’s community 
and drew a diverse crowd of 424 attendees 
across three events: November 30, 2017, Jan-
uary 11, and March 1, 2018. Feedback from 
the programs was overwhelmingly positive 
with patron responses that included, “more 
events like this!!”  

In 2016, the team at BPL began implementing 
programs under a heading called “The Cur-
rent” in an effort to help our patrons make 
sense of the tumultuous news cycle. Topics 
covered at these events ranged from immi-
gration bans to implicit bias. These programs 
were well attended and enthusiastically 
received, paving the way for more events 
in the same vein. SCAR was planned inten-
tionally as an effort to help BPL’s community 
learn about difficult, even divisive, topics in a 
safe space.

After determining that BPL wanted to host 
SCAR, our biggest challenge was financing. 
As a three-part series featuring three profes-
sionals from outside organizations, the cost 
of the series was significantly higher than 
what we typically spend on one program. 
We identified community partners including 
the City of Bexley, Bexley City Schools, and 
the Bexley Minority Parent Alliance, and with 
these groups we applied for (and received) 
a grant from the Bexley Community Founda-
tion to fund the program. It was crucial to us 
from the beginning of the planning process 
that various community organizations be 
invested in SCAR to help ensure the overall 
success of the program and underscore its 
validity in the community. 

At BPL, we are lucky among public libraries 
in Ohio to have the support and interest from 
our community members to continue to pur-
sue programming like SCAR that deals in ‘dif-

By Leann Schneider Webb
Adult Services Librarian, Bexley Public Library

L to R: LC Johnson, Jim White, Suzanne Roberts

Library Programming on Difficult Topics: 
Safe Conversations About Race at Bexley Public Library 
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ficult topics.’ For us, we identify ‘difficult top-
ics’ as subjects that are important but make 
people uncomfortable. Typically, these are 
topics that might be considered off-limits for 
programming because we are afraid they 
will appear partisan. For libraries interested 
in hosting programs about difficult topics, it’s 
important to remember that you don’t need 
to have all the answers. Our communities are 
full of experts; it’s our job to connect them to 
our patrons. Since SCAR, BPL has partnered 
with organizations and experts like The Kir-
wan Institute, The Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, Dr. Hasan Kwame Jeffries and Dr. Treva 
Lindsey, among others, to bring high-quality, 
educational, fact-based programming on 
difficult topics to our library.     

Discussing divisive but urgently important 
topics, like racism, at a public library pro-
gram is daunting, but it is a public library’s 
responsibility. In an age when the public 
needs reliable access to fact-based infor-
mation, public libraries are becoming hubs 
where community members can learn about 
confusing, politically charged subjects from 
trustworthy sources. To any library interested 
in hosting a program on a difficult topic, like 
SCAR, I encourage you to try. Seek commu-
nity partners to bolster support. Find experts 
to draw attendees and ensure quality. Pre-
pare for a variety of community responses, 
and if there is backlash, regroup and try 
again. 

Libraries throughout Ohio are learning to 
adapt to an ever-changing landscape of 
political turmoil, while still providing their 
communities with 
high-quality fact-
based programming. 
The more often these 
programs happen, the 
easier the conversa-
tions will become.  

Leann Schneider Webb

The Dr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial Library The Dr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial Library 
(Gallia County) provided the unique oppor-(Gallia County) provided the unique oppor-
tunity for visitors to experience the exhibition tunity for visitors to experience the exhibition 
Space:  A Journey to Our Future from Sep-Space:  A Journey to Our Future from Sep-
tember 7, 2019 through January 5, 2020.  This tember 7, 2019 through January 5, 2020.  This 
5,000 square foot exhibition was previously 5,000 square foot exhibition was previously 
on display at the Smithsonian National Air on display at the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum and is presented in col-and Space Museum and is presented in col-
laboration with NASA.  “We have welcomed laboration with NASA.  “We have welcomed 
thousands of visitors to the exhibition, with a thousands of visitors to the exhibition, with a 
large portion being students on school field large portion being students on school field 
trips, who may travel over an hour by bus trips, who may travel over an hour by bus 
to see this exhibition on space exploration.”  to see this exhibition on space exploration.”  
With this being the 50th anniversary of the first With this being the 50th anniversary of the first 
lunar landing, the Library Board and Admin-lunar landing, the Library Board and Admin-
istration thought it very fitting to provide this istration thought it very fitting to provide this 
amazing opportunity which enabled visitors amazing opportunity which enabled visitors 
to touch actual rocks from the lunar surface to touch actual rocks from the lunar surface 
and the red planet, take a spin on a centri-and the red planet, take a spin on a centri-
fuge that visitors power like a bicycle, and fuge that visitors power like a bicycle, and 
experience the past, present, and future of experience the past, present, and future of 
space through displays, interactives, and space through displays, interactives, and 
experiences. experiences. 

Space:  A Journey to Our Future 
at Dr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial Library

By Debbie Saunders, Library DirectorBy Debbie Saunders, Library Director
Dr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial LibraryDr. Samuel L. Bossard Memorial Library

Debbie SaundersDebbie Saunders
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Written in 1918, the Otterbein 
Love Song is an important part 
of history that conveys the early 
connection between Westerville 
and Otterbein’s campus. This 
connection has grown stronger 
in recent years as the university 
works to strengthen the Town and 
Gown relationship with Westerville. 
In support of the university efforts, 
the Courtright Memorial Library 
worked to grow its involvement in 
this budding relationship and its 
role in the community. This also 
correlates with the library’s 5-year 
strategic plan which includes the 
goal of “fostering relationships 

in the community” through forming, growing, and 
sustaining external partnerships. Staff began to explore 
ideas for collaboration with the neighboring public 
library. Otterbein’s library is fortunate to be in the 
unique position to be less than a mile from the 5-star 
rated Westerville Public Library (WPL). Jumping on the 
opportunity of new directors in each library, we were 
able to bond, openly communicate, and create a 
continual commitment to town and gown activities 
across our two systems. After brainstorming sessions, 
meetings, and strategic planning, our libraries joined 
forces in 2018 to create the Book Nook, a hot fiction 

satellite collection from WPL housed in Otterbein’s 
library. Because we don’t purchase a lot of popular 
fiction for our collection as part of our collection 
development policy, these items give our community 
a chance to browse and pick up reading materials. 
The development of a browsing collection held in 
a partner library spreads awareness of local public 
library offerings, promotes visits to the hosting library, 
and encourages students, faculty, and staff to read 
beyond their relative academic disciplines.  

One of the most exciting things about our partner-
ship is how it has grown. Our collaboration that started 
with the Book Nook has evolved into co-hosted events 
at both libraries, including teen game nights, invited 
author talks, and related events held in conjunction 
with one another. For example, during a visit from 
author Angie Thomas (The Hate u Give) at WPL, book 
discussions were held on campus with students and 
a local activist to speak about themes in the novel. 
An invited author talk with Karen White (The Night the 
Lights Went Out) was held on Otterbein’s campus dur-
ing National Library Week that connected to the Book 
Nook and Otterbein’s Friends of the Library organiza-
tion. Most recently we held a Harry Potter Read Aloud 
and Harry Potter escape room in conjunction with, and 
to promote, the public library's very large Wizards and 
Wands Festival. The partnership doesn’t end with our 
libraries. Otterbein students used the Maker Space at 

Bringing Libraries Together Through Serving a Shared Community

By Jessica Crossfield McIntosh 
Public Services Librarian, Associate Professor 
Otterbein University

In a quiet peaceful In a quiet peaceful 
village, village, 
There is one we love so There is one we love so 
true. true. 
She ever gives a welcome She ever gives a welcome 
To her friends both old To her friends both old 
and new. and new. 
She stands serene She stands serene 
'Mid tree tops green 'Mid tree tops green 
She's our dear OtterbeinShe's our dear Otterbein..

COURTRIGHT continued on p. 21

https://www.otterbein.edu/library/
https://www.otterbein.edu/library/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/07/Library-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.otterbein.edu/library/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/07/Library-Strategic-Plan.pdf
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Bringing Libraries Together Through Serving a Shared Community

The Point @ Otterbein to create Hilda the dragon, a 
“life-size” fire-breathing sculpture which resided on top 
of Westerville’s main building during the Wizards and 
Wands event.   

These collaborations have been mutually beneficial 
for our libraries. We can welcome families, teens, and 
students from the community, and they could expe-
rience the library from a new perspective. We had 
informational materials from Otterbein available and 
marketed other events at WPL. WPL was able to cre-
ate their first satellite collection and has branding in 
our building to encourage students to become WPL 
members. Feedback on these partnerships have been 
positive with growing numbers of attendants. A survey 
was sent to Book Nook users after the first year and 
90% of respondents reported being extremely satisfied 
with their experience. One respondent said, “Thank 
you for making these books more easily accessible 
to Otterbein students, faculty and staff!!” In a written 
response about use of the collection, Kristen Yanchak, 
Sr. Assistant Dir. of Enrollment Communications said, 
"The Book Nook has been fabulous! It’s so easy to pop 
into the library right on campus and have a beautifully 
displayed section of great reads. What a great part-
nership and service to our campus community!” Our 
co-sponsored game nights welcomed over 80 atten-
dants and survey reports rated the experience highly 
favorable. 

In addition to our Stategic plan goals, internal goals 
for the marketing and programming committees is 
to create lifelong library users which connects to one 
of Otterbein’s core values of “Lifelong Learning.”  We 
want our students to see what public libraries can offer, 
what they do, and we want to wel-
come our community into an aca-
demic library and experience what it 
can be like. The shared experiences 
with WPL allow us to support these 
efforts and our hope is that we can 
continue to grow and serve Wester-
ville, Otterbein, and the surrounding 
community.  
 

Jessica Crossfield McIntosh 

FOSTERING RELATIONSHIPS IN THE COMMUNITY
GOAL 1:

The Courtright Memorial Library is open to students, The Courtright Memorial Library is open to students, 
faculty, staff, and community members – and we serve faculty, staff, and community members – and we serve 
over 250,000 people per year. Our patrons describe us over 250,000 people per year. Our patrons describe us 
as “a place of community that drives innovation in the as “a place of community that drives innovation in the 
ways we learn and is the heart of the campus.” ways we learn and is the heart of the campus.” 

COURTRIGHT continued

Westerville Public Library
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By Gwen E. Owen
Content Writer, External Relations and Development, Dayton Metro Library
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In the summer of 2017, representa-
tives from the Dayton Metro Library 
(DML), the Dayton Area Chamber 
of Commerce and Learn to Earn 
Dayton gathered at a table to share 
ideas for addressing workforce is-
sues in the region. Like many cities, 
Dayton has increasingly faced a 
dwindling supply of skilled, qualified 
and reliable workers. The group’s 
goal was to introduce middle school 
students to rewarding, in-demand 
career opportunities that exist within 
their own community. 

From those early conversations, the 
plan for an immersive, weeklong 
day camp took shape, and in June 
of 2018, thirty middle school students 
attended the Dayton Metro Library’s 
first-ever Career Adventures Camp.

“Career Adventures Camp is all 
about hands-on, experiential learn-

ing,” said Diane Farrell, DML’s Direc-
tor of External Relations and Devel-
opment. “We want kids to do more 
than passively learn about jobs. We 
want them to really get a feel for 
what working in these fields might 
be like. We want to plant ideas, 
spark enthusiasm, and set them on a 
path they may not have envisioned 
for themselves otherwise.”

Each day of Career Adventures 
Camp focuses on a different grow-
ing sector in the Dayton region: 
Manufacturing, Healthcare, Con-
struction/Skilled Trades, Aerospace 
and Logistics, and Technology. The 
campers begin and end each day 
at the Main Library in downtown 
Dayton, and travel by bus to busi-
nesses and community partners 
representing each sector. The host 
sites give tours and offer hands-on 
experiences designed to bring ca-

reer possibilities to life in compelling, 
engaging ways. 

That first year of camp, students visit-
ed Dayton Children’s Hospital, Miami 
Valley Career Technology Center, 
the Unmanned Aerial Systems Cen-
ter at Sinclair Community College, 
the National Museum of the United 
States Air Force, and Emerson Helix 
Innovation Center at the University 
of Dayton. They flew virtual aircraft, 
wired their own electrical panels, 
tested the rigors of space travel with 
CubeSat experiments, explored ad-
ditive manufacturing at BasTech, 
and much more. Before and after 
their field trips, they engaged in ac-
tivities at the Library, from Career 
Cruising lessons in the Tech Lab, to 
quiet reflection and journaling.

Career Adventures Camp is com-
pletely free to students, but ap-

CAREER ADVENTURES CAMP
Creating Pathways for Youth:



           State Library of Ohio              Return to Table of Contents23

plications are required along with 
approval and a commitment of 
support from parents or guardians. 
The planning partners make a point 
of welcoming student participants 
who are unlikely to have other sum-
mer enrichment opportunities. 

“The success of Career Adventures 
Camp is based 100% on partner-
ships,” said Farrell. “The Library’s role 
is lead convener and daily host, but 
it’s our partners who drive the con-
tent and messaging of each day.”

Professional associations such as 
the Dayton Region Manufacturers 
Association, the Greater Dayton 
Area Hospital Association, Associ-
ated Builders and Contractors of 
the Miami Valley, the Southwestern 
Ohio Council for Higher Education, 
and Greater Dayton RTA have been 
enthusiastic partners. Key funding 
has been provided by Levin Por-
ter Architects, The State Library of 
Ohio, SOCHE, and the Dayton Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Montgomery County Educational 

Service Center (MCESC) provides 
critical administrative oversight and 
ensures that the program meets 
state-mandated requirements to 
provide meaningful career aware-
ness activities.

In June 2019, another group of eager 
middle schoolers participated in the 
second year of Career Adventures 
Camp. To serve even more students, 
a new tradeshow-style Career Ad-
ventures Day event brought more 
than 950 students to the Main Library 
in November for up-close introduc-
tions to in-demand careers in the 
region.

The Career Adventures programs 
are an outcome of DML’s strategic 
planning. DML is a committed com-
munity partner in growing a ready 
workforce in the Dayton region. As 
host and organizer, DML has forged 
stronger relationships with area busi-
nesses, professionals, and trade or-
ganizations.

DML is also a key partner in educa-
tion. By focusing on middle school 

students, DML builds connections 
with an underserved student popu-
lation. Partnering with MCESC en-
sures that the Career Adventures 
programs meet educational criteria. 

“It’s amazing what can happen 
when caring organizations with 
passionate people come together 
to collaborate for the good of our 
community,” said Farrell. “Students, 
the Library, and the community at 
large all reap the benefits.”

For more information about 
Career Adventures Camp, contact 
Diane Farrell, Director of External 
Relations and Development, at 
(937) 496-8582 or email DFarrell@
DaytonMetroLibrary.org.

Gwen E. Owen

mailto:DFarrell%40DaytonMetroLibrary.org?subject=
mailto:DFarrell%40DaytonMetroLibrary.org?subject=


            State Library of Ohio              Return to Table of Contents24

As libraries continue to evolve to meet the needs of 
the community, the Cuyahoga Falls Library (CFL) 
stepped up in a big way to become a hub for job re-
sources and the initiative has grown significantly 
since its inception in 2018. 

Valerie Kocin, the director at CFL, took the ap-
proach of thinking beyond typical library services 
when working with Adult Services Manager Jen-
nifer Reynard to determine new programming and 
partnerships. “We don’t think of ourselves in the ‘li-
brary business,’ rather the business of serving our 
community. We exist to meet the unique lifelong 
learning needs of our patrons. Offering job seeking 
resources and educational business workshops are 
the perfect examples of opportunities to meet the 
needs of our community,” Kocin explained. 

In May 2018, Jennifer Reynard launched two job 
resource oriented initiatives as a response to ob-
serving the way visitors engaged with the library. 
“Patrons often utilize our public computers to apply 
for jobs or create resumes. We noticed an increasing 
number of reference questions related to job search 
and our staff was eager to help provide resources,” 
Reynard noted. 

Resources were gained through the development of 
a partnership with Ohio Means Jobs (OMJ). The 
collaborative effort aimed to leverage individual re-

sources in an attempt to enhance the quality and 
quantity of employment and training resources of-
fered to patrons requesting job search and/or career 
advisement. Ultimately, this relationship provided 
CFL with the tools to promote free workshops, ser-
vices, trainings and job postings. By early 2019, the 
library added the following resources: 

• A job search collection to highlight job materi-
als and relevant local hiring events 

• OMJ orientation packets for staff to distribute 
when assisting job seekers 

• A job seeker workshop schedule detailing up-
coming free events 

• Pocket Resume Guides and other helpful job 
resources 

• 
CFL also launched the Business Success program-
ming series in 2018, geared towards small business 
owners and entrepreneurs. This series offered criti-
cal skill development and education for members of 
the community. Program offerings include finance, 
tech, marketing and business planning, all free of 
charge. 

Despite small challenges in starting these pro-
grams, Reynard recognizes the indisputable value 
in these offerings.  “These initiatives have been a 
great way to experiment and see what the commu-
nity responds most positively to. The OMJ partner-

By Alexandria Yurosko, Marketing & PR Manager
Cuyahoga Falls Library

Cuyahoga Falls Library 
Launches Valuable Job Resource Partnership and Business Success Series 

http://www.CuyahogaFallsLibrary.org
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ship and Business Success series have proved to be 
rewarding and embraced by our patrons.”   

Overall, the job research initiative influenced the 
library to focus on further meeting the needs of the 
job skills gap for future programming. This has re-
sulted in an OMJ workshop series at the library, 
inviting OMJ staff to present staff training, begin-
ning a business book discussion group and trying 
different programming hours to reach further into 
the community.

The increased program and resource offerings have 
also resulted in an opportunity to share the library 
MakerSpace with a new audience. The MakerSpace 
is equipped with software and tech that can be ex-
tremely valuable to local business owners and en-
trepreneurs. Director Kocin is proud of reallocating 
1,200 square feet of library space to a MakerSpace 
STEM initiative and hiring a Customer Experience 
Manager and a Tech Trainer made possible by an 
LSTA grant.  “Cuyahoga Falls Library has equip-
ment, programming and tech support that cannot 
be found anywhere else in the community,” Kocin 
says.
 
Weekly Tech Tuesdays give customers an oppor-
tunity to receive one-on-one training on tech such 
as Adobe Creative Suite or how to use the photo 
lightbox to take photos of product. The space is also 

equipped with a green screen that can be used for 
headshots and promotional videos for small busi-
nesses. 

When asked about advice for a library considering 
a partnership and programs like these, Reynard’s 
answer was simple. “Continue brainstorming ideas 
and keep lines of communication active. Our com-
munity feedback is invaluable, and it is in every-
one’s best interest to leverage resources like Ohio 
Means Jobs and local Chambers of Commerce to 
identify and meet unfulfilled needs.” 

Looking ahead, the Cuyahoga Falls Library has big 
plans to grow the OMJ partnership and Business 
Success Series. Teen job programs, tech sessions, 
business book discussions and LinkedIn workshops 
are just a few of the ways the library plans to ex-
pand offerings. Visit www.cuyahogafallslibrary.org  
to learn more about the Cuyahoga Falls Library and 
job resource offerings. 
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