
At the State Library of Ohio, we believe 
support, collaboration, and information 
sharing within the library community are 
essential to building a Smarter Ohio.
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The Library Programs & 
Development (LPD) division 
is charged with providing 
leadership and partnership 
in the development of library 
services throughout Ohio. 

Choose to Read Ohio connects Ohioans of 
all ages through the experience of sharing 
books by Ohio authors. A project of the State 
Library, in collaboration with the Ohioana 
Library Association and Ohio Center for the 
Book, Choose to Read Ohio encourages 
libraries, schools, families, and others to build a 
community of readers and an appreciation for 
Ohio literature. 

Day By Day Ohio Family Literacy Calendar is a 
perpetual calendar featuring songs, activities, 
book suggestions, and videos. Day By Day Ohio 
supports early literacy skills and helps young 
children get ready for school. 

Guiding Ohio Online is a State Library 
administered competitive Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) grant. The purpose of 
the grant is to allow libraries in Ohio to hire a 
dedicated technology trainer for their library.

The State Library houses a state of the 
art digitization lab and is available to 
assist public libraries with their digitization 
initiatives.

Government Depository Library Program 
helps Ohio libraries and librarians 
understand and effectively leverage 
government information and resources. 

LSTA Grants Program: Libraries of all types 
may be eligible for a Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) grant to develop 
and enhance programs and services to 
meet the needs of their communities.

Ohio Digital Library consortium provides 
access to ebooks and digital audiobooks 
and magazines.

Ohio Digital Network: An all-digital library 
that serves as a portal for millions of 
photographs, manuscripts, books, sounds, 
moving images, and more from libraries, 
archives, and museums around the United 
States.  

The Talking Book Program provides free 
recorded books, magazines and playback 
equipment to approximately 15,000 
eligible blind, visually impaired, physically 
disabled and reading disabled Ohio 
residents.

Our Summer Library Program page is 
a resource center for public libraries 
planning local summer reading programs, 
particularly – but not exclusively – those 
using the annual Collaborative Summer 
Library Program (CSLP) theme.

The Statewide Delivery System service is part 
of a statewide lending network connecting 
Ohio’s participating public and academic 
libraries. Statewide Delivery is managed and 
coordinated by the State Library of Ohio.



Critical Conversations is a series of online 
presentations featuring thought-provoking 
topics and big-picture issues impacting the 
Ohio library community. These events are 
sponsored by the State Library of Ohio and 
OhioNet and supported with federal funding 
from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS). 

ILEAD USA – Ohio: Innovative Librarians 
Explore, Apply and Discover (ILEAD), a 
continuing education library immersion 
program,  combines technology skill-building 
with leadership training in order to increase 
awareness of library services, engage libraries’ 
constituents, and provide opportunities for 
collaborating on innovative projects.

The State Library of Ohio and OhioNet 
collaborate on Library Leadership Ohio.  
Recognizing the ongoing challenges faced by 
all Ohio libraries, we believe that developing 
the next generation of transformative library 
leaders is vital to ensure the continued depth, 
growth, and quality of library services for all.  
Library Leadership Ohio takes place every 
other year. 

The State Library provides free and exclusive 
access for Ohio library staff to the Ohio 
Collection Analysis Initiative—an original, 
self-paced, collection analysis toolkit for 
considering collections that empower children 
and young adult readers by respecting and 
appreciating what makes them different and 
the same.

The Library Programs and Development division strives 
to support Ohio libraries with information and services 
to individual libraries and library professionals, and 
enhance library services statewide. 

The Reimagining School Readiness toolkit is a 
suite of research-backed resources created 
for library staff to help families prepare children 
ages birth to 8 years for success in school 
and in life. Online and in-person interactive 
workshops with hands-on activities introduce 
library staff to the research, practical 
implications, and resources offered in the 
toolkit.

Serving Every Ohioan Service Center (SEO) is 
a branch of the State Library of Ohio which 
supports a consortium of 98 library systems 
at 268 service points throughout 49 counties 
across Ohio using the OPLIN network. 

Strategic and Space Planning: We offer a 
facilitator to help at no charge to public 
libraries with their strategic and space 
planning process.  

Take 5 is an annual event for teen/youth 
services librarians and library specialists, 
school librarians, and their allies who support 
and care about young people. Take 5 offers 
experiential learning, hands-on activities, small-
group conversations, the space to dream big  
and engage with high-level issues and trends. 

Youth Services: While we do not provide 
direct services to children or teens, we offer a 
variety of resources to support Ohio’s library 
youth services staff and activities. Our goal is 
to assist library staff who provide services to 
the children and teens of communities across 
Ohio.
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Libraries Connect Ohio (LCO) partners 
work together to build and provide 
the Ohio Web Library core collection 
of information resources. The principal 
partners providing funding and support 
for the Ohio Web Library are:

INFOhio, the statewide cooperative 
school library and information network, 
supporting and enriching teaching and 
learning by providing equitable access 
to quality resources for Ohio’s PreK-12 
community of students, educators, and 
parents.

 
The Ohio Library and Information 
Network (OhioLINK) is Ohio’s statewide 
academic library consortium, serving 88 
institutions plus the State Library of Ohio, 
that work together to provide Ohio 
students, faculty, and researchers with 
the information they need for teaching 
and research.

The Ohio Public Library Information 
Network (OPLIN) provides broadband 
internet connections and related 
information services to Ohio public 
libraries. 

The State Library of Ohio, a state 
agency serving state government and 
all types of libraries.

The State Library of Ohio leads 
collaboration and partnership 
with Libraries Connect Ohio to 
ensure all Ohioans continue to 
have access to high quality, 
relevant, and reliable online 
resources and publications, 
at no cost to libraries, schools, 
universities, and residents.
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