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Working together, the Cleveland Public 

Library and the State Library of Ohio Talking 

Book Program send the materials to resi-

dents across the state. The State Library 

coordinates the Ohio program and serves 

as the machine lending agency for the 

state. In addition, the State Library collabo-

rates with 61 sub lending agencies, local 

public libraries or social service organiza-

tions throughout Ohio to loan the machines 

to eligible citizens in their areas. OLBPD 

serves as the Regional Library for the 

National Library Service for the Blind and 

Physically Handicapped (NLS) of the Library 

of Congress, and administering this free 

News You Can Use is a 

publication of the  State 

Library of Ohio. For more 

information contact Marsha 

McDevitt-Stredney, Director, 

Marketing & Communications at 

marshams@library.ohio.gov  

or 614-644-7061 

New Website Launch 

Books  

 

The State Library of Ohio provides access to reading materials to individuals with disabilities 

through several programs. The State Library, along with the Cleveland Public Library and 

the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped provide audio, braille 

and downloadable books to eligible residents. In addition the State Library and the Ohio 

School for the Deaf partner to provide the Deafness Outreach Collection maintained at 

the State Library.  

The new State Library website features a  

user-friendly interface, improved site navi-

gation, and enhanced search functionality. 

It was designed and developed by 

IdeaBase, a Kent State student powered 

design firm based in Kent, Ohio. 

 

The redesign provides Ohio residents, state 

government employees, and libraries across 

Ohio improved access to library resources 

and services and is the result of a yearlong 

collaboration between IdeaBase, Kent 

State University School of Library & 

Information Science and the State Library of 

Ohio. 

“Working with IdeaBase was a wonderful 

experience,” expressed State Librarian 

Beverly Cain. “The team assigned to our 

project was responsive, creative, and dedi-

cated to providing a finished product that 

truly met our needs.” 

 

The project encompassed research with 

stakeholders and usability testing, design, 

development and user focused content 

strategy. The site has a scalable interface 

that adjusts to any device, allowing State 

Library users to fully engage the website 

from their phone, tablet, or computer.  

Library Services for the Blind & Physically Disabled 

Continued next page, see Library Services 
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https://library.ohio.gov/using-the-library/services-for-the-blind/
https://library.ohio.gov/using-the-library/services-for-the-blind/
http://proquest.safaribooksonline.com/book/web-development/accessibility/9781590596388
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/detail/detail?vid=37&sid=524c81ec-2be5-4bec-85f3-efc19a6bfdeb%40sessionmgr4001&hid=4211&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWlwLGNvb2tpZSZzaXRlPWVkcy1saXZl#db=cat02748a&AN=state.b2524152
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/detail/detail?vid=53&sid=524c81ec-2be5-4bec-85f3-efc19a6bfdeb%40sessionmgr4001&hid=4211&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWlwLGNvb2tpZSZzaXRlPWVkcy1saXZl#db=cat02748a&AN=state.b2521730
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library program of braille and audio 

materials to eligible borrowers in Ohio by 

postage free mail. The talking books are cir-

culated by The Ohio Library for the Blind and 

Physically Disabled in Cleveland. Funding is 

provided by a combination of federal, state 

and local funds. 
 

The Talking book program is available to any 

eligible Ohio resident, nursing home, senior 

center, hospital, adult day care and even 

schools.  

 

The OLBPD also provides access to Braille 

and Audio Recording Download (BARD) The 

National Library Service (NLS) currently allows 

individual patrons and institutions to down-

load digital books from the OHIO-BARD site.  
 

The Talking Book Program proves equipment 

and books to over 15,000 eligible blind, 

visually impaired, physically handicapped, 

and reading disabled Ohio residents. There 

are over 3000 veterans participating in the 

Talking Book program. 
 

To learn more, go to: library.ohio.gov/using-

the-library/services-for-the-blind/ 

and  http://www.loc.gov/nls/. 

Library Services continued... 

The Center for Outreach Services located at 

the Ohio School for the Deaf (OSD), and the 

State Library of Ohio collaborate to bring a 

collection of Deafness and interpreting-

related materials to all Ohioans.  
 

Through this partnership, OSD purchases and 

provides materials to the State Library. In re-

turn, the State Library maintains and provides 

easy access to this collection through the 

State Library’s online catalog. This collection 

is targeted toward interpreters, American 

Sign Language students, parents and profes-

sionals working within the deaf community.  
 

The Center for Outreach Services provides 

resources of interest to K-12 deaf educators, 

interpreters and parents in a variety of for-

mats (books, DVDs, CD-ROMs, VHS tapes). 

The State Library of Ohio catalogues 

and maintains circulation of these items for 

use by individuals across the state.  
 

Any Ohio resident can request a card to bor-

row items from the State Library of Ohio or 

borrow items housed at the State Library 

through interlibrary loan at their local library. 

Individuals on the mailing list for the Center 

for Outreach Services are eligible for a State 

Library card with the special privilege of hav-

ing items mailed to them at no cost 

(individuals are responsible for the return 

shipping on the item).  

 

To learn more go to: 

www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/

statelibrary.aspx 

Deafness and Outreach Collection 
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https://library.ohio.gov/using-the-library/services-for-the-blind/
https://library.ohio.gov/using-the-library/services-for-the-blind/
http://www.loc.gov/nls/
http://www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/statelibrary.aspx
http://www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/statelibrary.aspx
http://catalog.library.ohio.gov/record=b2514726
http://catalog.library.ohio.gov/record=b2190554
http://olc1.ohiolink.edu/record=b35453350~S0
http://olc1.ohiolink.edu/record=b35381565~S0
http://ohioebooks.org/10/50/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=A2BBB4EB-A259-43A0-89BB-F87FA0E1AD84

