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Music brings people together, engages the imagination and the intellect,
sparks emotional connections, and
promotes joy. And so do libraries. Little wonder a music-themed Summer
Library Program (SLP*) was a big hit
in Ohio in 2018, where it’s common
knowledge that Libraries Rock!
Ohio’s public libraries are the stars of
summer, offering an array of creative,
community-oriented programs for
everyone from babies to seniors. The
centerpiece of SLP is a self-directed
challenge to meet a goal, whether a specific amount of reading or
a selection of learning activities including reading, online exploration,
library programs, community involvement, and creative work. Community
members register, or simply pick up a
reading record or program booklet
to complete over the summer, then

return regularly to the library for prizes, incentives, and special events. The
energy is high and the library is busy
all summer long.

The State Library of Ohio asks public librarians to complete an annual
Ohio SLP Evaluation survey at summer’s end. All responding Ohio public
libraries offered SLP for children, and
most also provided SLP for teens (95%
of respondents) and adults (84% of
respondents). As Sonya Huser at Archbold Community Library noted, “even
adult 'reluctant readers' often talk of
fond memories of summer reading
programs they participated in as a
child. I'm so glad to see that many (or
most) libraries are including teens and
adults in their summer reading programs.” Carrie Strong at Alexandria
Public Library reflected that SLP is encouraging to all ages: “I had a patron
tell me that she was getting a book
for herself because her son who was
participating in the teen program said
she should participate in the adult

program. I believe that any opportunity to spur reading in our communities is an opportunity not to miss.”
Most public libraries use the annual
theme, visuals, and program ideas developed by the Collaborative Summer
Library Program in collaboration with
public librarians nationwide and with
notable children’s book illustrators.
The 2018 theme of MUSIC, with the
tagline “Libraries Rock!”, proved very
popular. Beckey Spencer at Kingsville
Public Library wrote that “the theme
was a big hit among our families. It
gave us the opportunity to bring in
a variety of talented individuals from
our community, as well as expose our
“We have noticed, since switching
to a more learning-based program that's not all about reading,
we have children staying in the
program longer! It seems their
interest is kept by offering more
opportunities for learning.”
Rikki Unterbrink
Shelby County Libraries

Dancing with the Shazzbots at the Delaware County District Library.
*Traditionally, the phrase “Summer Reading Program” has been the most commonly used of several terms that attempt to encompass the breadth of public libraries’ special summer activities. With more libraries moving from a strictly reading-based summer challenge to a varied challenge that incorporates reading along with other mental, physical, and
creative activities, the terminology is shifting as well. The State Library has switched to using the term “Summer Library Program” for its inclusiveness, while recognizing its limited
catchiness. Whether your library hosts a summer reading program, summer reading club, summer learning program, summer challenge, summer adventure, or summer at the library,
you’re part of something good – and difficult to name.

families to more diverse music.” Elaine
Betting at the Lorain Public Library System shared that the library’s mascot,
Browser, got to be Elvis for the summer
and that “adults really enjoyed this
theme. Kids always like music, but we
tapped into some nostalgia for music
history programs and monthly performances at our Main Library. We have
local music festivals nearby all summer, so this really worked well for us.”
Rossford Public Library “loved the
theme ‘Libraries Rock!”, according
to Kristine Goldsmith: “It lent itself to a
lot of fun interpretations. We held a
summer concert series on the lawn for
families and incorporated several different genres of music. Our community has asked us to do this again and
we are considering continuing the
‘Libraries Rock!’ concerts next year in
addition to our next summer theme.”
Survey respondents reported total
attendance at SLP-related library
events of 1,139,960** including:

752,189 at children’s programs
71,967 at teen programs
116,805 at adult programs
198,999 at all-ages programs.
Among the many programs offered
by Grandview Heights Public Library
was “Locked in at the Library: Escape
Room”, an after-hours program where
upper elementary and middle school
kids tried their hand at an escape
room created by library staff, according to Rachel Rausch, whose favorite
quote of the summer came from a

parent after this lock-in: “If you can tell
how good a program was by the extreme amount of detail my child provided about every single thing that
happened last night, then you guys
hit it out of the park!”
According to Aimee Adams, Medina County District Library had a very
successful kick-off event with over
1,000 attendees, and kept things lively throughout the summer, with programs ranging from baby art (messy
fun as babies tried painting with fruits,
veggies, ketchup, spaghetti noodles
and more); to STEAM events where
kids created elephant toothpaste,
watched volcanoes erupt, made
huge gushing geysers, tested various
materials out on spoon catapults, and
made slime; to a Math Magic program series to help prevent summer
slide.
Luke Bentley wrote that Chillicothe
and Ross County Public Library’s Main
Library “hosted weekly Kids Make It!
events, where over 350 people over
the course of the summer made everything from waffles to pillows, played
with squishy circuits and 3-D printers,
and created their own buttons. Often, families came week after week,
more excited to see what they'd be
able to make and do. The pride swelling off of kids who just made a pillow
or a waffle with just a little bit of help
from grown-ups was truly a wonderful
sight to see.”
Along with programming developed
and presented by library staff, Ohio

Makerspace stringed instrument creation at
St. Paris Public Library.

public libraries nurture partnerships
that lead to new program opportunities, expanded reach, and appealing
incentives. Betty Byrd reported that
Worch Memorial Public Library “has
created a partnership with our local
fire department, paramedics, police
and veterans. For the fourth year we
sponsored ‘Local Heroes Day’ for our
patrons. All in attendance hear talks
on safety and flag etiquette. The veterans bring a chow wagon, jeeps, and
half deuce, and there are firetrucks,
police cars and a rescue vehicle. Children may explore the vehicles and
ask questions. It is a wonderful thing
for the community that our patrons
look forward to each year. We are
helping to build those relationships
that may help out in an emergency.”

In 2018, 484,593 people participated*** in a summer library program at Ohio libraries, including:

331,770
Children

56,523
Teens

96,300
Adults

**These numbers are total attendance at responding libraries’ SLP-related library programs (storytimes, performers, parties, etc.). It is not expected that these numbers indicate
unique attendees, because of the likelihood that individuals attended multiple programs. ***The State Library has changed the type of data requested of libraries reporting on their
SLP, from number of people who “registered” to number of people who “participated” in SLP, as the library defines participation. This is in response to the increasing diversity of SLP
frameworks and, specifically, a gradual increase in the number of libraries offering SLP without traditional individual registration. 34 of 251 Ohio public library systems did not respond
to the 2018 survey, so their SLP participation and program attendance are not reflected in this report.
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Rachel Rausch at Grandview Heights
wrote, “We try to partner with local businesses and organizations as
much as possible for coupon donations and gift cards or vouchers for
experience-based grand prizes. Additionally, our local police and fire department donate a ride to school in a
police cruiser and fire truck as grand
prizes.” Rachel noted that her library
got good feedback about prizes that
were experience-based rather than
just "stuff". Dover Public Library receives what Claire Kandle describes
as “some wonderful prizes donated
each year from our community, including a child's bike from the Tuscarawas County Farm Bureau, which is
always one of the most sought-after
prizes.”
As libraries receive from the generosity of community partners, so
they also give back. To encourage
reading throughout the summer, the
Westerville Public Library distributed
over 6,000 free books to all elementary school students in the Westerville City School District, according
to Tamara Murray. During school assemblies in May, librarians invited students to set a personal reading goal.
When they met their goal, they could
redeem a second book prize by visiting the library.

“Our summer programming is always
a combination of professional performers, librarian-led programming,
and collaborations with local organizations. It's always so rewarding to
see all of those come together to offer
opportunities for fun and learning for
local kids and families. This year we
had programs led by biology graduate
students at our local university, local
authors and musicians, and organizations such as the Athens Area Mediation Service and the Ohio Valley Museum of Discovery. It's amazing to see so
much of the community get involved.
One of the most successful (and fun)
programs we had this summer was
our Make Your Own Pet Rock events,
led by a former art teacher. Kids were
presented with their rocks and a vast
array of craft materials and found
objects, and were given complete freedom to create their creature. Seeing
the participants flourish with the
open-ended creative opportunity was
so rewarding!”
Taryn Lentes, Athens County Public
Libraries

A pet rock creation made at the Nelsonville
Public Library, Athens County Public Libraries.

“We loved the Libraries Rock
theme this summer. We made some
amazing music and taught many of
our parents about how important
rhythm and rhyme is to our emergent
readers.”
Lisa Crutchfield,
St. Paris Public Library

Every year, more public libraries are
feeding hungry bodies as well as hungry minds during the summer. Providing meals to library patrons may be
a nontraditional service, though one
Ohio public library has been doing
this for 20 years! As libraries embrace
their role as community center and
seek to support the whole child, “no
food” signs have come down and
lunch hour has joined story hour as a
library service.

154 library locations in 49

systems served as lunch or snack sites
in the USDA’s Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP), administered in Ohio
by the Ohio Department of Education. This was a 9% increase over 2017,
and continues an important upward
trend of public libraries directly participating in feeding young people
who may be at risk of food insecurity
and hunger.
Sarah Finnegan at Paulding County
Carnegie Library shared that the

Rhythm Expedition at the Oxford Branch, Lane Libraries

Cooper Community Branch hosted
SFSP with Northwest Ohio Community
Action Commission as its sponsor.
The library provided programming
after the lunches, which boosted
participation.
Kate
McCartney
reported that Marysville Public Library
was an SFSP site for its fourth year,
with the school district as sponsor
and volunteer assistance from many
local agencies. According to Kate,
Marysville serves more lunches each
year (8,422 meals in 2018). Every
day, at least one new child joined
the many regulars that attend daily.
Kate wrote, “It is a very meaningful
experience for every staff member,
volunteer and lunch lady.” Lisa Soper
reported that the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County
served 18,248 free meals and snacks
at sixteen library locations, thanks
to “wonderful community partners”
such as UMC Food Ministry and Mt.
Healthy City Schools.
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In addition to the libraries serving as
SFSP sites, several Ohio libraries provided outreach programming to local SFSP sites outside the library. Susan Davis of Carnegie Public Library
(Washington Court House) wrote that
the Jeffersonville Branch Library hosted a little free library at the local SFSP
site, where “they had great numbers
of children served every week and
our free children's books and SRP info
were well accepted.”
Some libraries participated in nonSFSP feeding programs, including
Tiffin-Seneca Public Library, which
teamed up with a local pizzeria and
other donors to provide a place for kids
to eat, or charitable initiatives, such
as the Public Library of Steubenville
& Jefferson County, which collected
items for the local soup kitchen and
animal shelter, and school supplies to
donate to teachers.

20 Years of Summer Lunches (and more!) in Athens County
By Amy King
Patron Services Coordinator,
Athens County Public Libraries
Always looking for ways to build
community, support learning, and
connect our library users with resources, in 2018 Athens County Public Libraries celebrated 20 years of
serving summer lunches in several
Athens County communities. Stephen Hedges piloted the program
during his tenure as library director,
Lauren Miller kept the program bustling, and it continues under current
library director, Nick Tepe.
The program currently thrives under
the management of the youth services team, shifting over the years
from being administered solely by
the libraries to ACPL now being a site
under the sponsorship of the Hocking
Athens Perry Regional Food Bank.
This means that various businesses,
churches and individuals volunteer
to help serve and clean-up. Most recently, we have also partnered with
the Athens Area Mediation Services
to offer conflict resolution activities

(lots of parties and sharing) to enhance mealtime experience for all.
The most popular change to the program came a few years ago when
"Pizza Friday" was instituted.
Outside of summer, ACPL has a local partnership providing "Snow Day
Packs" so we can offer something to
eat during the school year on days
when school is not in session. 2018-19
also brought us a new opportunity to
partner with the Hunger Prevention
Coalition, made up of several area
groups working on issues of food insecurity and wellness education.
They are leading 18 free, weekly
workshops at our main library branch
in Nelsonville. This community-led series is called FEAST (Families Eating
Affordably and Sustainably Together). Kids and their families are invited
to cook together, share a meal, and
inspire healthful eating with handson learning and demonstrations.
As you can see, breaking bread together has helped us grow strong libraries and capable kids!
Enjoying Lunch at the Nelsonville Public Library

to donate to teachers. Way Public
Library brought back a community
giving opportunity that was popular
in 2017. According to Melissa Tallis, the
library skipped small prizes and used
the funds to make donations to three
local charities, with Summer Reading
participants earning votes to determine which charity received the most
money.

at Tiffin-Seneca reflected, “Each year
there is a parent or grandparent who
says their child or grandchild is ‘really
catching on to reading now’. Makes
you know all the effort is worthwhile!”
It most certainly is worthwhile: libraries foster healthy communities, inspire
learning, and help people create and
live their dreams all summer long. And
most of all, libraries rock!

Community involvement also comes
in the form of volunteer assistance.
When school is out, the library is the
place for teens to get in their community service hours. According to Erikka
Sawdey, Pickerington Public Library
“had about 50 teen volunteers who
made our SRP possible by helping with
programs, registering participants,
distributing prizes, and assisting with
shelving. They gave us their service
hours and youthful exuberance and
we gave them vital life and work experience that will help them become
well-rounded and responsible adults.
There truly is no better exchange than
that.”

“We had a blast this year connecting
the Libraries Rock! theme with
our Summer Reading Program.
All ages have benefited from this
musical theme—whether it was our
teenagers bonding with new friends
over karaoke, our littlest ones
dressed up as their favorite princess
or hero for Disney sing-alongs, our
tweens sharing their passion for
dance and Guitar Hero, our adults
enjoying local musicians, or the
growing partnership we've built
with our local symphony orchestra.
Our libraries have grown as a result
and we are so thankful.”
Kristine Spyker, Auglaize County
Public District Library System

With their volunteer opportunities, support for child well-being and learning,
appealing programming, community
building, and good old encouragement of reading, Ohio’s public libraries’ summer library programs positively impact hundreds of thousands of
individuals statewide. As Connie Cole
2019

Dancing at the Chillicothe and Ross County Public
Library’s Bookworm Finale at Yoctangee Park

This report describes 2018 Ohio public library summer library programs. 217 of 251 Ohio public library systems
reported their 2018 SLP results using the Ohio SLP Evaluation Survey. Evaluative comments and suggestions from
this survey are shared with the Collaborative Summer Library Program, Regional Library Systems, Ohio State Fair,
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and Ohio Renaissance Festival as appropriate. Additional comments or
suggestions about Ohio Summer Library Program resources are welcome at any time. Contact library consultant
Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov or 614-644-6910 to share your feedback, or if you would like a
copy of the complete survey results.
Permission to quote from surveys was granted by each survey respondent quoted. Permission to publish photos
was granted by: Athens County Public Library, Blanchester Public Library, Chillicothe and Ross County Public
Library, Delaware County District Library, Lane Libraries, and St. Paris Public Library.
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