
 

 

In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on 

the west coast was rounded up and shipped to 

one of ten “relocation centers,” hundreds or 

thousands of miles from home, where they would 

be held for years under armed guard. 

 

They Called Us Enemy is Takei’s firsthand account 

of those years behind barbed wire, the terrors 

and small joys of childhood in the shadow of 

legalized racism, his mother’s hard choices, his 

father’s tested faith in democracy, and the way 

those experiences planted the seeds for his 

astonishing future. 

 

What does it mean to be American? Who gets to 

decide? When the world is against you, what 

can one person do? To answer these questions, 

George Takei joins cowriters Justin Eisinger and 

Steven Scott and artist Harmony Becker for the 

journey of a lifetime. 

 
 

Book Details 
 

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, Steven Scott, and Harmony 

Becker. 

Top Shelf Productions, 2019. ISBN: 9781603094504. 208 pages.  

Expanded Edition: 2020. ISBN: 9781603094702.  224 pages.  

www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog/george-takei-they-called-us-enemy/1011 

 

Available as an ebook through the Ohio Digital Library:  

ohiodigitallibrary.com 

 

Book awards include: 

• 2020 Eisner Award for Best Reality-Based Work 

• 2020 National Cartoonists Society Award for Excellence in Graphic Novels 

• 2020 American Book Award 

• 2020 One Book, One San Diego selection for adult readers, readers of Spanish, 

and young readers 

About the Book 

They Called Us Enemy 
 

By George Takei, Justin Eisinger, 

Steven Scott, and Harmony Becker  

 

A Choose to 

Read Ohio 

Toolkit 

Use this toolkit to 

plan book   

discussion groups 

or library programs. 

 

Meet actor,  

advocate, and  

influencer George 

Takei and his  

cocreators, writers 

Justin Eisinger and 

Steven Scott and 

artist Harmony 

Becker. Eisinger, 

Scott, and Becker 

were all born in 

Ohio! 

 

Select from a range 

of discussion  

questions to  

deepen the  

experience of 

reading They 

Called Us Enemy. 

 

Discover websites 

and primary 

sources to explore 

topics and themes 

in depth and check 

out some additional 

graphic memoirs 

written for adult  

audiences.  

Permission to use book jacket image and  

book description granted by  

Top Shelf Productions. 

https://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog/george-takei-they-called-us-enemy/1011
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/media/5055594
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About the Authors 
 

George Takei is known around the world for his 

founding role as Hikaru Sulu, helmsman of the 

Starship Enterprise, in the acclaimed television 

series Star Trek. But Takei's story goes where few 

stories have gone before. From a childhood spent 

with his family wrongfully imprisoned in American 

internment camps during World War II to 

becoming one of the country's leading figures in 

the fight for social justice, LGBTQ rights, and 

marriage equality, Takei remains a powerful voice 

on issues ranging from politics to pop culture.  

 
George Takei’s website 

www.georgetakei.com  
 

George Takei: Why I love a country that once betrayed me (TEDxKyoto): 

www.ted.com/talks/

george_takei_why_i_love_a_country_that_once_betrayed_me 

 

 

Justin Eisinger is Editorial Director, Graphic Novels & Collections for IDW 

Publishing, where he has spent more than twelve years immersed in graphic 

storytelling. Following a fateful encounter with March author and civil rights 

pioneer Congressman John Lewis, Eisinger turned his experience adapting 

television episodes and film towards bringing engaging non-fiction stories to 

readers. Born in Akron, Eisinger lives in San Diego, California. 

 

 

Steven Scott was born in Akron and has worked regularly in comics since 

publishing his debut book in 2010, most notably as a publicist. His writing has 

appeared in publications by Archie Comics, Arcana Studios, and Heavy 

Metal magazine. As a blogger/columnist he has written for the pop culture 

sites Forces of Geek, Great Scott Comics, and PopMatters. 

 

 

About the Artist 
 

Harmony Becker is an artist and illustrator. She is the creator of the comics 

Himawari Share, Love Potion, and Anemone and Catharus. She is a member 

of a multicultural family and has spent time living in South Korea and Japan. 

Her work often deals with the theme of language barriers and how they 

shape people and their relationships. Born in Cincinnati, Becker currently lives 

in Columbus.  
 

Harmony Becker’s website 

www.harmonybecker.com 

 

 

For publicity and speaking engagement inquiries (for all creators): 

Contact Leigh Walton at Top Shelf Productions, leigh@topshelfcomix.com.  

Permission to use photo and  

biographical information granted 

by Top Shelf Productions. 

“I had to learn 

about the  

internment from 

my father during 

our after-dinner 

conversations. 

That remains part 

of the problem – 

that we don’t 

know the  

unpleasant  

aspects of  

American  

history… And 

therefore we 

don’t learn the 

lesson those 

chapters have to 

teach us.  

So we repeat 

them over and 

over again.” 

https://www.georgetakei.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/george_takei_why_i_love_a_country_that_once_betrayed_me/up-next
https://www.ted.com/talks/george_takei_why_i_love_a_country_that_once_betrayed_me/up-next
https://www.harmonybecker.com/
mailto:leigh@topshelfcomix.com


 library.ohio.gov/ctro 

Talk About It  
Topics to share when discussing They Called Us Enemy. 

 

• Discuss why you think George Takei decided to tell his story using the medium of comics. What 

opportunities do you feel this provided? What limitations? Discuss your experience reading the book in 

this medium, as opposed to how your experience would differ if it was a purely text-based “traditional” 

biography or a film. 

• When the US soldiers show up at the Takei house to “evacuate” them, they give the family ten minutes 

to get ready to leave. What would you do in this situation? Would you resist? Would you go peacefully? 

What would you pack in ten minutes? 

• Older Japanese Americans did not want to talk about the experience with their children after being 

released from the camps. Takei writes “As with many traumatic experiences, they were anguished by 

their memories and haunted by shame for something that wasn’t their fault. Shame is a cruel thing. It 

should rest on the perpetrators[,] but they don’t carry it the way the victims do.” What does Takei mean 

when he says the perpetrators “don’t carry [shame] the way the victims do”? Discuss why the older 

Japanese Americans didn’t want to talk about their experience. 

• In 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed into law the Civil Liberties Act (now Pub. L. No. 100-383, see link 

below) which, in part, made a formal apology to the survivors of the internment camps and made 

arrangements to compensate each “eligible individual” with $20,000, “unless such individual refuses … 

to accept the payment.” Can we place a price on what was done? Would you have accepted the 

payment? Would you have refused? Why? For context, Takei donated his $20,000 to the Japanese 

American National Museum in Los Angeles, which he helped found. 

• The book ends with a quote from President Barack Obama while Takei and his husband stand in front of 

a monument at the Rohwer Relocation Center Memorial Cemetery. Why do you think the creators 

chose to end the book this way? What is the effect of the juxtaposition of the president’s quote and the 

scene at the former camp? 

 

For additional ideas for book discussions, check out: 
Los Angeles Times Book Club Discussion Guide 

www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/books/story/2019-09-24/george-takei-discussion-guide- 

they-called-us-enemy-book-club 
 

Teachers Guide developed by the Japanese American National Museum (written for grades 6-12 but can 

be adapted for younger elementary students, college students, and adults) 

www.topshelfcomix.com/guides/They-Called-Us-Enemy-teachers-guide.pdf 

 

Go Further 
The following resources will allow you to further explore the historical context surrounding the internment of 

Japanese Americans in the United States during World War II. 

 
Executive Order 9066 (February 19, 1942) 

www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/?dod-date=219 

The order issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt that authorized the “evacuation” of Japanese 

Americans from their homes. Read the text of the order and commentary. 

 
Public Law No. 100-383—Aug. 10, 1988: An Act to implement recommendations of the Commission on 

Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians 

www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-102/pdf/STATUTE-102-Pg903.pdf  

   More on the next page!  

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/books/story/2019-09-24/george-takei-discussion-guide-they-called-us-enemy-book-club
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/books/story/2019-09-24/george-takei-discussion-guide-they-called-us-enemy-book-club
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/guides/They-Called-Us-Enemy-teachers-guide.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/?dod-date=219
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-102/pdf/STATUTE-102-Pg903.pdf


Choose to Read Ohio,  

a project of the State  

Library of Ohio, the  

Ohioana Library  

Association, and the 

Ohio Center for the 

Book, encourages  

public libraries, schools, 

families, and others to 

build a community of 

readers and an  

appreciation of Ohio 

authors, illustrators, and 

literature. CTRO is 

adaptable for use in 

classrooms,  

libraries, bookstores,  

by book discussion 

groups, families, and 

other community 

groups.   

 

Explore Choose to Read 

Ohio resources & 

toolkits:  

library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

 

This toolkit revised  

January 2021. 
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Go Further (continued) 
 

US House of Representatives: From Exclusion to Inclusion, 1941–1992 

history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/APA/Historical-Essays/Exclusion-to-

Inclusion/Introduction/  
 

Japanese American National Museum Collections Online 

www.janm.org/collections/  

 
Japanese Relocation and Internment (National Archives) 

www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/military/japanese-internment.html  

 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov  

This resource from the Library of Congress has freely-available digitized newspapers 

dating from 1789 to 1963. Searching for individual camps (e.g., Manzanar, Tule Lake, 

etc.) is one strategy to uncover articles on this topic. Note that a phrase such as 

“internment camp” may not occur since the camps were often referred to as 

“reception centers,” “relocation centers,” or other similar euphemisms. 

 

 

Comics for Adults 

 

While They Called Us Enemy appeals to both adults and teens, many reviewers have 

categorized it as a “graphic novel” for young adults, perhaps assuming any graphic 

novel is exclusively for teens. This could not be further from the truth! The term 

“graphic novel” itself is a misnomer, especially in this case, since Takei’s work is a 

biography, not fiction. A better term for the medium is simply comics. It is also 

important to understand that comics is a medium and not a genre. Just as there are 

many different kinds of films (horror, sci-fi, romantic comedy, etc.) aimed at a variety 

of ages, there are many different kinds of comics, including “graphic memoirs” like 

They Called Us Enemy, aimed at a variety of ages.  There’s no stigma to reading 

comics, and there are many poignant and dramatic works in this medium for adults. 

Here are just four suggestions that look at themes similar to those found in They 

Called Us Enemy, from the immigrant experience to the horrors of war: 

 

The Best We Could Do: An Illustrated Memoir by Thi Bui 

Bui documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam 

in the 1970s and the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. 

 

Grass by Keum Suk Gendry-Kim (Janet Hong, Translator) 

This is a powerful firsthand account of Lee Ok-sun, a Korean girl forced into sexual 

slavery as a “comfort woman” for the Japanese Imperial Army during World War II. 

 

Maus by Art Spiegelman 

This Pulitzer Prize—winning graphic memoir documents the author’s attempt to 

understand his father’s struggle to survive the Holocaust and its effect on their lives.  

 

The Strange by Jérôme Ruillier (Helge Dascher, Translator) 

The story of an unnamed, undocumented immigrant trying to begin a new life in a 

country where he doesn't speak the language, told through several narrators who 

cross paths with the newly-arrived foreigner. 
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