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Monthly Report, October 31, 2019 

Reports are posted on the State Library of Ohio website at  
https://library.ohio.gov/about/state-librarian-board/  

 
 
Announcements 

Website 
News 
• The Librarian’s Guide to Homelessness 
• The Library of Congress’s National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped has 

changed its name to National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled 
• Coming to Our Census: What Libraries Can Do to Get Out the Count 

 
  Email Listservs 

• Statewide access to The Librarian’s Guide to Homelessness through Niche Academy, October 2 
• Public Libraries: A Great Equalizer - Blog posting from Ohio House Finance Agency 
• Coming to Our Census: What Libraries Can Do to Get Out the Count 

 
Census 2020 

• Applications are now closed for service on the Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee. For the first time 
in United States history, the forthcoming Census will offer an online option to respond. As community 
hubs with internet access, libraries will play a critical role in ensuring all Ohioans are counted. The 
Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee aims to provide resources to public, school, academic, and 
special libraries to help them navigate the process. Libraries are essential to every community, 
campus, student, and patron that comes through its doors or connects online. Library staff can use 
their trusted role to answer questions, provide resources, and educate their users about the 
importance of the Census. 

o The first meeting of the Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee will take place on November 19.  
• A webinar titled “Coming to our Census: What Libraries Can Do to Get Out the Count” will be 

presented by State Library of Ohio staff on November 6.  
 
Choose to Read Ohio 

• The Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO) Advisory Council has started the process of selecting the booklist 
for the 2021 & 2022 CTRO program cycle. Learn how the CTRO booklists are developed with the 
support of dozens of Ohio librarians, educators, and other experts on books and readers. 

• Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO), a project of the State Library of Ohio, Ohioana Library, and Ohio 
Center for the Book, encourages libraries, schools, families, and others to build a community of 
readers and an appreciation of Ohio authors, illustrators, and literature. The biennial CTRO booklist 
spotlights the diversity and quality of Ohio literature.  

• Download previous CTRO booklists, readers’ toolkits for all 115 books previously selected to CTRO 
since its inception in 2009, and additional information about CTRO: library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

 
Conferences 

• The State Library hosted a table at the OELMA (Ohio Educational Library Media Association) Annual 
Conference on October 3 and 4 at the Embassy Suites, Dublin, Ohio. Marketing and Communications 
Director Marsha McDevitt-Stredney prepared materials and worked at the table. Library Consultant 
Mandy Simon shared information about State Library services to libraries on October 3.  Mandy also 
represented the State Library at the OELMA Annual Awards program and accepted a retirement 
resolution on behalf of State Librarian Beverly Cain. 
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• The State Library hosted a table at the 2019 ALAO (Academic Library Association of Ohio) Annual 

Conference at the Nationwide Conference Center in Lewis Center, Ohio. Marketing and 
Communications Director Marsha McDevitt-Stredney prepared materials and worked at the table. 
 

 
 
• On October 25, Digitization Library Consultant Jen Johnson and Marketing and Communications 

Director Marsha McDevitt-Stredney attended the joint fall meeting of the Ohio Valley Chapter of 
ARLIS/NA (Art Library Society of North America) and the Great Lakes Chapter of VRA (Visual Resources 
Association) at Oberlin College. Marsha shared information about services to libraries, including Ohio 
LSTA grants, and Jen provided a presentation on the Ohio Digital Network and the Digital Public Library 
of America highlighting art related content. 

 
 
 
    



                            

 
The vision of the State Library of Ohio is a Smarter Ohio where every Ohioan can access the necessary resources to 

be engaged citizens, excel at their jobs, participate in the workforce, and pursue their passions and interests. 
 

www.library.ohio.gov      274 East First Avenue · Columbus · Ohio · 43201      614-644-7061 

 
Guiding Ohio Online  

• Guiding Ohio Online is a State Library administered competitive LSTA (Library Services and Technology 
Act) grant.  The purpose of the grant is to allow libraries in rural Ohio to hire a dedicated technology 
trainer for their library. The technology trainer is hired as an independent contractor in a full- or part-
time capacity depending on the needs of the library for a 1-year period.   

• At the July State Library Board meeting, the following libraries were approved to receive LSTA funds to 
participate in the 2019-2020 Guiding Ohio Online program; the program year runs from October 1, 
2019 through September 31, 2020: 

o Ada Public Library 
o Adams County Public Library 
o Bellevue Public Library 
o Brown County Public Library 
o Cardington-Lincoln Public Library 
o Carnegie Public Library (Washington Court House) 
o Cuyahoga Falls Library 
o East Palestine Public Library 
o Henderson Memorial Public Library 
o Kingsville Public Library 
o Kinsman Free Public Library 
o Licking County Library 
o Logan-Hocking County District Library 
o Meigs County District Public Library 
o Newton Falls Public Library 
o Perry Cook Memorial Public Library 
o Pickerington Public Library 
o Putnam County District Library 
o Salem Public Library 
o St. Clairsville Public Library 
o Wagnalls Memorial Library 

• If you have any questions regarding the funding or budget of Guiding Ohio Online, please contact 
the LSTA Office at lsta@library.ohio.gov or by calling 800-686-1532 or 614-644-6863. 

• If you have any questions regarding Guiding Ohio Online trainers (hiring, best practices, etc.) please 
contact Anne Kennedy, Technology Consultant, at akennedy@library.ohio.gov or by calling 614-466-
1710. 

 
ILEAD USA – Ohio 

• The third and final in-person session of the 2019 ILEAD USA – Ohio program took place on October 22 – 
24 at Mohican State Park Lodge & Conference Center. In addition to hearing from speakers on topics 
such as community engagement, self-advocacy, and diversity, the four ILEAD teams gave their final 
presentations to an audience that included the State Library Board. These presentations included 
both a break-down of how the team’s project came together, as well as highlighting areas of 
personal growth on their own respective pathways to becoming stronger leaders in the profession.  
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ILEAD USA – Ohio participant Penelope Shumaker with State Librarian Beverly Cain 

 
List of New Acquisitions 

• The list of new titles in the State Library Circulating Book Collection for October is available on our 
website at https://library.ohio.gov/collections/new-books/october-2019/.    
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LSTA 

• Libraries may apply for an Open Grant at any time.  Information on Open Grants can be found at: 
https://library.ohio.gov/services-for-libraries/lsta-grants/#AvailableGrants. A selection of grants 
recently awarded include: 

o Valor Christian College  
o Sycamore Elementary School (Pickerington Local Schools)  

• Questions on the LSTA program should be addressed to Cindy Boyden, cboyden@library.ohio.gov. 
 
NASA@ My Library   

• The State Library is circulating two NASA@ My Library programming kits. The Sun-Earth-Moon 
Connections Kit focuses on activities and experiences that better help patrons understand their place 
in space, and how the Sun and Moon impact our planet. The Be a NASA Detective Kit focuses on 
activities and experiences that help patrons be more comfortable using tools of science and making 
predictions based on their observation. More information on the kits, including how to request a kit, 
can be found on the NASA@ My Library page of the State Library website.  

• Now is a great time to reserve one of the kits for fall programming. The Be a NASA Detective has a 
telescope which would be perfect for fall evenings when it gets darker sooner. Request your spot 
today.  

• Questions regarding the NASA@ My Library program should be addressed to Penelope Shumaker, 
pshumaker@library.ohio.gov. 

 
Ohio Digital Library  

• The Ohio Digital Library reached more than 4.7 million checkouts for the year as of October 31.  
• On October 8, the Ohio Digital Library checked out 28,345 items, a one-day checkout record for the 

consortium and for OverDrive.  For comparison, a normal day can have 13,000-17,000 checkouts.  The 
last record-breaking day for ODL was on December 18, 2017 with 19,677 checkouts.   

• Curious about what’s being checked out?  Take a look at the real-time checkouts and holds.    
 
Ohio Digital Network [Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) Project]  

• On October 15, the Ohio Digital Network staff hosted the first ODNfest at the State Library. Over 40 
library professionals attended to hear presentations on digital collections and aggregation by the 
Ohio Digital Network and discuss topics related to digital collections. The keynote speaker, Kara 
McClurken of the University of Virginia Library, spoke on building digital collections in times of crisis in 
her talk: Rapidly Acquiring, Describing, and Preserving Community-Created Digital Collections. The 
day ended with a Q&A session with John Bracken and Michael Della Bitta of DPLA.  

• The Ohio Digital Network added over 5,000 cultural heritage items to DPLA in the June harvest. Now 
over 107,000 items from 19 Ohio Libraries and Museums are discoverable on DPLA’s website.  

• ODN has promotional materials for interested institutions and patrons, including stickers and post-it 
notes. To request promotional materials for your institution, contact Jen Johnson, 
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.  

• Jen Johnson and Penelope Shumaker are available to speak to cultural heritage institutions about 
DPLA and ODN. For details, contact Jen Johnson, jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.  

• Penelope Shumaker is a Community Rep for DPLA and is available to speak about how to use DPLA 
for staff and patrons. For more information, contact Penelope Shumaker, 
pshumaker@library.ohio.gov.  

• For those interested in being a part of the ODN or who want to learn more, please visit the ODN 
website and subscribe to the ODN listserv: https://lists.library.ohio.gov/mailman/listinfo/odn.  

• Questions on DPLA or the Ohio Digital Network should be addressed to Jen Johnson, 
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov. 
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Ohio Ready to Read 

• Registration is open for Early Literacy 101 workshops in Wapakoneta on November 22 and in Parma 
on December 9. Any Ohio library staff member may register and participate. Registration is free. 
Register here: www.ohreadytoread.org/early-literacy-101.  

• Early Literacy 101 is a content-rich, fun, educational one-day workshop for library staff, presented by 
Ohio Ready to Read. Early Literacy 101 emphasizes hands-on activities and easy-to-implement 
takeaways for storytimes and patron interactions. It is free and available to public libraries on 
demand (depending on trainer availability). Public libraries may request a trainer to present the 
workshop to a group of 20-40 people and are encouraged to invite staff from neighboring/area 
libraries. Learn more: www.ohreadytoread.org/early-literacy-101.  

• With school in session, now is a good time to look at Kindergarten Readiness and Student Learning on 
the ORTR website. This is a guide for public librarians to learn about concepts in PreK-12 education 
and to assess, enhance, and promote library programs, collections, and relationships to support 
student learning. 

• Ohio Ready to Read is a collaborative initiative of the Ohio Library Council and State Library of Ohio 
that helps librarians to educate Ohio's families on the importance of early childhood literacy. Contact 
Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about ORTR. 

 
Presentations 

• Jen Johnson spoke about the Ohio Digital Network and DPLA to a group of art library staff at the Ohio 
Valley Art Libraries Society of North America conference in Oberlin, Ohio. 

• As part of the October ILEAD USA – Ohio session, Jen Johnson co-presented a session titled “Assert 
your worth: Advocating for yourself and others in the workplace.” 

• Penelope Shumaker served on a panel titled “Magical Metadata: How to prepare your metadata for 
ODN harvest” as part of ODNFest in Columbus, Ohio. 

• Evan Struble spoke at the OELMA conference as part of a panel discussing the recent “Re-IMAGEing 
Libraries” collaborative workshop between OELMA, OLC, and ALAO, which took place in June.  

 
Professional Development 

• On October 2, Eric Maynard, Andy Ingraham-Dwyer, and David Green attended Introduction to SSO 
Integration Manager presented at the State library by DAS IOP staff. 

• On October 8, Eric Maynard, Peter Kukla, and David Green attended MyOhio Intranet Content 
Author Training presented at the State Library by DAS IOP staff. 

• On October 10-11, Eric Maynard attended the 2019 Ohio Digital Government Summit hosted at the 
OSU Union. 

• On October 15, Peter Kukla attended ODNFest hosted at the State Library of Ohio. 
• On October 17, Eric Maynard, Andy Ingraham-Dwyer, and Peter Kukla attended the 2019 Ohio 

Cybersecurity Day Conference hosted at ODOT. 
• On October 30, Eric Maynard and David Green attended Ohio Government Tableau Day. 
• Elissa Lawrence and Kirstin Krumsee attended the Federal Depository Library Conference in Arlington, 

Virginia from October 21-23. 
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Social Media 
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State Agency Visit 

• On October 29, Nicole Merriman, Research and Catalog Services Manager, and Marsha McDevitt-
Stredney, Marketing and Communications Director, visited the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry. They met with Program Administrator Aaron Kloss in preparation for a Smokey Bear 
display at the State Library. Aaron highlighted some unique items for the display such as an Osborne 
Firefinder and model of 50th Anniversary Smokey Bear traveling.  
 

     
 
Strategic Planning 

• Libraries currently receiving strategic planning services from State Library consultants include: 
o Burton Public Library 
o Perry Public Library 
o Ashland Public Library 
o Morley Public Library 
o Wornstaff Memorial Public Library 
o Mechanicsburg Public Library 
o Kinsman Free Library 
o Perry Cook Public Library 
o Oak Harbor Public Library 
o Clermont County Public Library 

• If you have questions about the State Library’s strategic planning services, or would like to be placed 
on the waiting list for this service, please contact Evan Struble at estruble@library.ohio.gov.  

 
Summer Food Service Program  

• Janet Ingraham Dwyer chairs a committee of the Collaborative Summer Library Program charged 
with creating tools for library support of child and community well-being. The committee has recently 
released Libraries and Summer Food, a thorough, basic how-to guide to help libraries connect kids 
and teens with healthy food when school is out. The committee also developed an infographic/fact 
sheet to encourage libraries to participate in the USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and 
other summer meal opportunities.  
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Summer Library Program/Summer Reading Program 

• The 2020 theme for the Collaborative Summer Library Program’s (CSLP) summer program is “Imagine 
Your Story,” with artwork by LeUyen Pham, illustrator of The Princess in Black, Real Friends, Grace for 
President, and many other picture books and middle grade books. This is the first time that artwork for  
all age groups, early literacy through adult, was created by the same artist. There is much opportunity 
to mix and match and use what works best for your library and community.  

• CSLP manuals have been shipped to all Ohio public libraries. Please contact Janet Ingraham Dwyer 
at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov if you have not received your manual shipment or if you have any 
questions.  As with the artwork, you will notice some significant changes to the manual, in response to 
librarian feedback about CSLP materials over the years. 

• The Ohio Summer Library Program website has been updated with information about the 2020 
program. Expect additional updates through the fall and winter, as workshops are scheduled and 
other resources made available.  

• CSLP has ended its relationship with an exclusive vendor for products and is now working directly with 
a contracted design house. The online catalog is available at shopcslp.com. Most products are in-
stock and ready to ship. 

• CSLP has also completed a substantial revision of its Rules of Use. One big change is that public 
libraries may now use CSLP artwork and slogans on all paper items that they created in-house or 
through other vendors. Public libraries are also no longer restricted in how long they may use CSLP 
artwork, and CSLP is now retaining ownership of all art provided by the artists to CSLP for its programs. 
Please review the Rules of Use: www.cslpreads.org/membership-information/rules-of-use.   

• All Ohio public libraries may use CSLP themes and materials but are not required to do so. The State 
Library of Ohio supports your summer library program regardless of its theme and content. Contact 
Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about SLP or if we can assist you 
in any way with your summer planning. 

 
Take 5 

• The 2020 Take 5 event will take place on Friday, May 1 at the Columbus Metropolitan Library’s Main 
Library, with optional activities on Thursday, April 30. Registration is expected to open in January.  

• Take 5 is a day of dialogue and discovery for public library teen and youth services specialists, school 
librarians, and other youth advocates. Take 5 is a peer-to-peer event, planned and produced by 
collaborating librarians with support from host libraries. Take 5 is also supported by the State Library of 
Ohio with federal funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The event takes place at a 
different Ohio location each spring. Past attendees call Take 5 energizing, affirming, and inspiring. Visit 
the Take 5 web page and like the Take 5 Facebook page. 

 

mailto:jdwyer@library.ohio.gov
https://library.ohio.gov/services-for-libraries/library-programs-development/youth-services/ohio-summer-library-program/#2020
https://www.cslpreads.org/cslp-store/
http://www.cslpreads.org/membership-information/rules-of-use
mailto:jdwyer@library.ohio.gov
https://library.ohio.gov/take5
https://library.ohio.gov/take5
https://www.facebook.com/Take5YouthServices/

