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Monthly Report, September 30, 2019 

Reports are posted on the State Library of Ohio website at  
https://library.ohio.gov/about/state-librarian-board/  

 
 
Announcements 

Website 
News 

• No Library Card Required for State of Ohio Employees to Access Digital Resources 
 
  Email Listservs 

• September 6 - REMINDER: State Library of Ohio seeking library staff to serve as members of Ohio 
Library 2020 Census Committee  

• NASA@ My Library Kits and more 
• WebJunction resources and upcoming webinars 

 
Census 2020 

• Applications are still being accepted to serve on the Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee. For the first 
time in United States history, the forthcoming Census will offer an online option to respond. As 
community hubs with internet access, libraries will play a critical role in ensuring all Ohioans are 
counted. The Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee aims to provide resources to public, school, 
academic, and special libraries to help them navigate the process. Libraries are essential to every 
community, campus, student, and patron that comes through its doors or connects online. Library 
staff can use their trusted role to answer questions, provide resources, and educate their users about 
the importance of the Census. 

o If interested, please send a resume, letter of support from your administration, and 250 words 
stating why you are interested in being part of the Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee. 
Questions and application materials can be sent to Library Consultant Erin Kelsey. 

 
Choose to Read Ohio 

• Choose to Read Ohio (CTRO), a project of the State Library of Ohio and Ohioana Library, encourages 
public libraries, schools, families, and others to build a community of readers and an appreciation of 
Ohio authors, illustrators, and literature. CTRO produces a biennial booklist, selected by Ohio 
educators and librarians, to spotlight the diversity and quality of Ohio literature.  

• The new 2019 & 2020 CTRO booklist features 20 notable titles for all ages by Ohio authors and 
illustrators, including Wil Haygood, Mary Doria Russell, Mindy McGinnis, Dav Pilkey, Brenda Woods, Pat 
Mora, Cynthia Rylant, and others. Download and share the booklist on the CTRO web page. 

• Download previous CTRO booklists, readers’ toolkits for all 115 books previously selected to CTRO 
since its inception in 2009, and additional information about CTRO: library.ohio.gov/ctro. 
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Exhibits, Displays, and Featured Library Collections 
 

    
 

   
 

• A State Library display celebrating 75 years of Smokey Bear was installed in the Map Room at the 
Statehouse. Celebrating Smokey Bear and his 75 years of Fire Prevention for the U.S. Forest Service will 
feature state and federal government information and licensed promotional items about the legacy 
of Smokey Bear and the celebration of his 75th milestone birthday. The display includes posters, 
publications, reproductions, and photographs.  

o On August 9, 1944, the U.S. Forest Service authorized the creation of Smokey Bear. The first 
Smokey Bear poster by artist Albert Staehle was delivered two months later. Smokey Bear 
continues to serve an important role in wildfire prevention education today. His longevity and 
recognition as an iconic character representing the United States Forest Service is unique in 
federal government and popular media too.  

o The display is in collaboration with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of 
Forestry; USDA Forest Service, Northeastern Research Station; and the Government 
Documents Roundtable (GODORT) of Ohio. The exhibit will remain on display until September 
30, 2019. 
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• An Apollo 50th anniversary display featuring government documents was on in the State Library. The 

display features original and reproductions of federal government publications including reports, 
photographs, posters, a map, a game and puzzle, and commemorative items produced by NASA.  
 

     
 
Guiding Ohio Online  

• Guiding Ohio Online is a State Library administered competitive LSTA (Library Services and Technology 
Act) grant.  The purpose of the grant is to allow libraries in rural Ohio to hire a dedicated technology 
trainer for their library. The technology trainer is hired as an independent contractor in a full- or part-
time capacity depending on the needs of the library for a one-year period.   

• At the July State Library of Ohio Board Meeting, the following libraries were approved to receive LSTA 
funds to participate in the 2019-2020 Guiding Ohio Online program: the program year runs from 
October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020: 

o Ada Public Library 
o Adams County Public Library 
o Bellevue Public Library 
o Brown County Public Library 
o Cardington-Lincoln Public Library 
o Carnegie Public Library (Washington Court House) 
o Cuyahoga Falls Library 
o East Palestine Public Library 
o Henderson Memorial Public Library 
o Kingsville Public Library 
o Kinsman Free Public Library 
o Licking County Library 
o Logan-Hocking County District Library 
o Meigs County District Public Library 
o Newton Falls Public Library 
o Perry Cook Memorial Public Library 
o Pickerington Public Library 
o Putnam County District Library 
o Salem Public Library 
o St. Clairsville Public Library 
o Wagnalls Memorial Library 

• If you have any questions, concerns, or comments regarding the funding or budget of Guiding Ohio 
Online, please contact the LSTA Office at lsta@library.ohio.gov or by calling 800-686-1532 or 614-644-
6863. 

• If you have any questions, concerns, or comments regarding Guiding Ohio Online trainers (hiring, best 
practices, etc.), please contact Anne Kennedy, Technology Consultant, at 
akennedy@library.ohio.gov or by calling 614-466-1710. 
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Information Booths 
• The State Library had a booth at the Ohio Library Council (OLC) Conference and Expo from September 

25-27 at the Duke Energy Convention Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. Marketing and Communications 
Director Marsha McDevitt-Stredney prepared materials and worked at the booth. Manager of 
Circulation and Special Services Tracy Grimm shared information about the Ohio Talking Books Program 
at the booth on September 26.  
 

 
 

• On September 19, Marketing and Communications Director Marsha McDevitt-Stredney and Manager 
of Circulation and Special Services Tracy Grimm represented the State Library by hosting a table at the 
Ohio Housing Finance Agency Health Fair. State employees registered and received library cards and 
learned about the library’s collections and services. 

 
List of New Acquisitions 
• The list of new titles in the State Library Circulating Book Collection for September is available on our 

website at https://library.ohio.gov/collections/new-books/september-2019/.    
 

 

https://library.ohio.gov/collections/new-books/september-2019/


                            

 
The vision of the State Library of Ohio is a Smarter Ohio where every Ohioan can access the necessary resources to 

be engaged citizens, excel at their jobs, participate in the workforce, and pursue their passions and interests. 
 

www.library.ohio.gov      274 East First Avenue · Columbus · Ohio · 43201      614-644-7061 

 
LSTA 

• Libraries may apply for an Open Grant at any time.  Information on Open Grants can be found at: 
https://library.ohio.gov/services-for-libraries/lsta-grants/#AvailableGrants. A selection of grants 
recently awarded includes: 

o Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County  
o Public Library of Mt. Vernon & Knox County 
o Cleveland Law Library 
o Mercy McAuley High School      

• Questions on the LSTA program should be addressed to Cindy Boyden, cboyden@library.ohio.gov. 
 
NASA@ My Library   

• The State Library is circulating two NASA@ My Library programming kits. The Sun-Earth-Moon 
Connections Kit focuses on activities and experiences that better help patrons understand their place 
in space, and how the Sun and Moon impact our planet. The Be a NASA Detective Kit focuses on 
activities and experiences that help patrons be more comfortable using tools of science and making 
predictions based on their observation. More information on the kits, including how to request a kit, 
can be found on the NASA@ My Library page of the State Library website.  

• Now is a great time to reserve one of the kits for fall programming. The Be a NASA Detective has a 
telescope which would be perfect for fall evenings when it gets darker sooner. Request your spot 
today.  

• Questions regarding the NASA@ My Library program should be addressed to Penelope Shumaker, 
pshumaker@library.ohio.gov. 

 
Ohio Digital Library  

• The Ohio Digital Library reached more than 4.2 million checkouts for the year on September 30.  
• Curious about what’s being checked out?  Take a look at the real-time checkouts and holds.    

 
Ohio Digital Network [Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) Project]  

• Registration is open for ODNFest! Join us at the State Library of Ohio on Tuesday, October 15 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for a full day of discussion and learning regarding digital collections in Ohio. 
Registration is only $25 which pays for morning snacks, coffee, and lunch. Click here for more 
information and to register.  

• Through the Ohio Digital Network, over 107,000 items from 19 Ohio Libraries and Museums are 
discoverable on DPLA’s website.  

• ODN has promotional materials for interested institutions and patrons, including stickers and post-it 
notes. To request promotional materials for your institution, contact Jen Johnson, 
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.  

• Jen Johnson and Penelope Shumaker are available to speak to cultural heritage institutions about 
DPLA and ODN. For details, contact Jen Johnson, jjohnson@library.ohio.gov.  

• Penelope Shumaker is a Community Rep for DPLA and is available to speak about how to use DPLA 
for staff and patrons. For more information, contact Penelope Shumaker, 
pshumaker@library.ohio.gov.  

• For those interested in being a part of the ODN or who want to learn more, please visit the ODN 
website and subscribe to the ODN listserv: https://lists.library.ohio.gov/mailman/listinfo/odn.  

• Questions on DPLA or the Ohio Digital Network should be addressed to Jen Johnson, 
jjohnson@library.ohio.gov. 

 
Ohio Ready to Read 

• Registration is open for Early Literacy 101 workshops in Wapakoneta on November 22 and in Parma 
on December 9. Any Ohio library staff member may register and participate. Registration is free. 
Register here: www.ohreadytoread.org/early-literacy-101.  
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• Early Literacy 101 is a content-rich, fun, educational one-day workshop for library staff, presented by 

Ohio Ready to Read. Early Literacy 101 emphasizes hands-on activities and easy-to-implement 
takeaways for storytimes and patron interactions. It is free and available to public libraries on 
demand (depending on trainer availability). Public libraries may request a trainer to present the 
workshop to a group of 20-40 people and are encouraged to invite staff from neighboring/area 
libraries. Learn more: www.ohreadytoread.org/early-literacy-101.  

• With school in session, now is a good time to look at Kindergarten Readiness and Student Learning on 
the ORTR website. This is a guide for public librarians to learn about concepts in PreK-12 education 
and to assess, enhance, and promote library programs, collections, and relationships to support 
student learning. 

• Ohio Ready to Read is a collaborative initiative of the Ohio Library Council and State Library of Ohio 
that helps librarians to educate Ohio's families on the importance of early childhood literacy. Contact 
Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about ORTR. 
 

Practicum Student/Intern News 
• Rachel Camargo, an undergraduate student in the College of Education at the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha, completed her practicum experience in Research & Catalog Services. 
• Marissa Moore, a junior working on a bachelor’s in journalism at Kent State University, started as an 

intern earning academic credit on September 6. Marissa hopes to go on to earn a Master’s in Library 
and Information Science. What interests her about the library is the access to communities and how 
they provide accurate information to the public that might not be available elsewhere to them. 
Marissa will be at the State Library until December 6. 

 
Presentations 

• Janet Ingraham Dwyer gave the opening address at the recent Teen Think Tank at the Mercer 
County District Library on September 13. Teen Think Tank is a highly interactive, hands-on workshop 
planned and produced by teen services librarians and hosted by Ohio public libraries. It takes place 
semi-annually, and the next event will be on Friday, February 28, 2020 at the Putnam County District 
Library. Learn more: www.teenthinktank.net. 

• Cindy Boyden and Erin Kelsey (along with Kirstin Krumsee) co-presented a session at the Ohio Library 
Council Convention and Expo titled “Coming to our Census: What Libraries Can Do to Get Out the 
Count.” 

• Jen Johnson served as part of a panel at the Ohio Library Council Convention and Expo session titled, 
“The State of Digital Collections in Ohio.” 

• Evan Struble provided an update on State Library of Ohio services and initiatives at the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Library System’s (NEO-RLS) Annual Membership Meeting. Additionally, he presented 
the NEO-RLS “Rising Star” award to Kalyn Kappelman of Cuyahoga County Public Library. 
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State Agency Visit 

• On September 11, Elissa Lawrence, Reference/Government Documents Librarian, and Marsha 
McDevitt-Stredney, Marketing and Communications Director, visited the Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
Ohio Department of Health. They met with Devon Priddle, Data Administration Manager, and John 
Paulson, Data Center Supervisor for a tour and to look over agency reports that John had in his office 
and storage and wanted to donate to the library. Elissa selected several state and federal reports 
and publications not currently in our government documents collections. During the tour we learned 
that John Paulson is the son of the late Dr. George Paulson. Dr. Paulson served on the State Library of 
Ohio Board from 2001 to 2010.  

 

 
Devon Priddle, Data Administration Manager, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Ohio Department of Health, and John Paulson 

guided Elissa Lawrence and Marsha McDevitt-Stredney on a tour of their records collection. 
 

  
Left: John Paulson, Data Center Supervisor at the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Ohio Department of Health pulls reports in his 
office to see if the State Library would like to have them. Right: Display featuring congratulatory letters and resolutions for 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics centennial celebration in 2008 and a variety of agency documents and artifacts.  
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Strategic Planning 

• Libraries currently receiving strategic planning services from State Library consultants include: 
o Burton Public Library 
o Perry Public Library 
o Ashland Public Library 
o Morley Public Library 
o Wornstaff Memorial Public Library 
o Mechanicsburg Public Library 
o Kinsman Free Library 
o Perry Cook Public Library 

• If you have questions about the State Library’s strategic planning services, or would like to be placed 
on the waiting list for this service, please contact Evan Struble at estruble@library.ohio.gov.  

 
Summer Food Service Program  

• Janet Ingraham Dwyer chairs a committee of the Collaborative Summer Library Program charged 
with creating tools for library support of child and community well-being. The committee has recently 
released Libraries and Summer Food, a thorough, basic how-to guide to help libraries connect kids 
and teens with healthy food when school is out. The committee also developed an infographic/fact 
sheet to encourage libraries to participate in the USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and 
other summer meal opportunities.  

 
Summer Library Program/Summer Reading Program 

• The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) has unveiled poster artwork aimed toward adults, 
teens, children, and young children/families for the 2020 “Imagine Your Story” program. The artist is 
LeUyen Pham, illustrator of The Princess in Black, Real Friends, Grace for President, Bear Came Along, 
and many other picture books and middle grade books. This is the first time that artwork for all age 
groups, early literacy through adult, was created by the same artist. There is much opportunity to mix 
and match and use what works best for your library and community.  

• CSLP manuals are expected to ship in October. As with the artwork, you will notice some significant 
changes in response to librarian feedback about CSLP materials over the years. 

• As CSLP state rep for Ohio, Janet Ingraham Dwyer attended the CSLP Annual Meeting in Indianapolis 
on September 16-19. Two Ohio public librarians also attended: Martha Matthews from MidPointe 
Libraries, representing the Adult Manual committee, and Elaine Betting from Lorain Public Library 
System, former CSLP board member. 

• The 2023 theme of oceanography was determined at the CSLP meeting by a vote of the states and 
territories. Upcoming programs will include: 
o 2020: Imagine Your Story – theme of Fairy Tales/Mythology/Fantasy – Artist: LeUyen Pham 
o 2021: Tails and Tales – theme of Animals and Stories –Artist:  Salina Yoon 
o 2022: All Together Now – theme of Inclusion/Diversity – Artist:  Sophie Blackall 
o 2023: Slogan TBD at September 2020 CSLP meeting – theme of Oceanography – Artist: Frank 

Morrison 
• CSLP has ended its relationship with an exclusive vendor for products and is now working directly with 

a contracted design house. The online catalog is available at shopcslp.com. Most products are in-
stock and ready to ship. 

• CSLP has also completed a substantial revision of its Rules of Use. One big change is that public 
libraries may now use CSLP artwork and slogans on all paper items that are created in-house or 
through other vendors. Libraries are also no longer restricted in how long they may use CSLP artwork, 
and CSLP is now retaining ownership of all art provided by the artists to CSLP for its programs. Please 
review the Rules of Use: www.cslpreads.org/membership-information/rules-of-use.  

• Contact Janet Ingraham Dwyer at jdwyer@library.ohio.gov with any questions about SLP. 
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Take 5 

• The date for the 2020 Take 5 event will be Friday, May 1, with optional activities on Thursday, April 30. 
The location will be determined and announced by mid-October.  

• Take 5 is a day of dialogue and discovery for public library teen and youth services specialists, school 
librarians, and other youth advocates. Take 5 is a peer-to-peer event, planned and produced by 
collaborating librarians with support from host libraries. Take 5 is also supported by the State Library of 
Ohio with federal funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The event takes place at a 
different Ohio location each spring. Past attendees call Take 5 energizing, affirming, and inspiring. Visit 
the Take 5 web page and like the Take 5 Facebook page. 

 
Training 

• On September 18, Marsha McDevitt-Stredney attended “Designing for Human Behavior,” a webinar 
hosted by Library Leadership & Management Association (LLAM)—a division of American Library 
Association. 

 

https://library.ohio.gov/take5
https://library.ohio.gov/take5
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