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A boy's love of flight takes him on a journey from the dusty dirt roads of 

Alabama to the war-torn skies of Europe. His story introduces young 

readers to a band of undercelebrated World War II heroes – the 

Tuskegee Airmen – and the role they played in the history of America.  

Talking:  Uncle wanted to fly ever since he was a young boy. 

Share with your child something you have loved ever since you 

were her age. Ask your child to tell you her favorite activity (even 

though you already know what that is!). Make up a story about 

your child doing that activity when she is all grown up.  

Singing:  Adapt “The Wheels on the Bus” to be about an airplane: 

the wheels on the plane go round and round; the propeller on the 

plane goes whir, whir, whir; the engine on the plane goes vroom, 

vroom, vroom; the wings on the plane fly high, high, high!   

Reading:  The words “wind” and “flyer” appear several times in the 

story. Help your child identify and point to either word each time it 

appears. What other words in the book start with the letter “w”? 

With the letter “f”?    

Writing and Playing: Help your preschooler to fold a paper 

airplane. Encourage him to decorate it with crayons. Coloring 

helps build skills for writing, including learning how to grasp and 

hold a writing instrument. Your child might decorate the plane to 

look like Uncle’s plane, or like a Tuskegee Airman’s “red tail” 

Mustang jet (many images are available online). Make your own 

plane too, and have a race or a distance contest with your child. 

Try making several planes using different weights of paper, and 

see which flies fastest or farthest! 

 

Permission to use book jacket image and book description granted by Simon & Schuster. 

 

For more information visit Ohio Ready to Read: ohreadytoread.org 

and Choose to Read Ohio: library.ohio.gov/ctro. 

http://www.ohreadytoread.org/
http://library.ohio.gov/ctro
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